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QHAPTEE I. 

ORIGINAL POSITION OF METHODISM: IN EEGAED TO SLAVEEY. 

In this chapter we design to show that from 1T39 to 1Y84, 
or during the first forty-five years of onr denominational his- 
tory, Methodism was intensely anti-alaveri/, both in theory 
and in practice — ^a society of practical abolitionista.* 

I. John Wesley was an eaumest aholitionist 

1. The " General Hides of the United Sooiety'^ were written 
by Mr. Wesley, May 1, 1743. ( Works, vol. v. p. 190.) These 
rules forbid " doing harm," " doing to others as we would not 
they should do to us," " doing ^hat we know is not for the 
glory of God," &c. Now, unioss there is " no harm" in hold- 
ing a fellow-being as a slave, aiii it is in accordance with the 
golden rule, and "for the glory of Gbd," it is certain that 
these rules forbade iEill slaveholding ; and, if honestly executed, 
would cut it up root and branch. These are the Rules n(>w 
found iji our Discipline, page 25 and onward. * 

2. In 1774 Mr. Wesley first published his « Thoughts npon 
tSUweryf^^ in tract form. The whole drift of the tract is not 
only against the slave-trade, but against every species of slave* 
holding. He says: 

* Vr« ase th« term "ftbolUi(«ist" in its troe phitologiatl.MitM, ts nwMiiag ** a 
person who &vors abolition, or the immediate emancipation of ulav^." The Ain 
meanings attached to tho word hy slaTitholdera, in order to oa>t odium apoD the 
' anti-slavery eaose, is no reason why we should accept It as a synonym pat fhnaticicm 
and infideB^. The tine lias gone by when a man can be a. real Bntl-aUvinr Vtxa and 
uot be an abolitiontst ; and if any one is not wllUng to be called n i^bd^fSoDiiti h4 
should' iivriir profess to be anii-«IaTery. 
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" But waiving, for the present, all other considerations, I strike at the 
root of thia complicated villnny : I absolutely deny all slaveholding to be 
consistent with any degree of natnral justice." — ( Woria^ vol. vi. p. 286.) 

On the next page he says, " all slavery is as irreconcilable 
to justice as to mercy" — ^^is " utterly inconsistent with mercy," 
&c. ; and in replying to the plea that slavery was necessary in 
order to the cultivation of the soil, he says : 

" I deny that villany is over necessary. It is iinix»9sible tliat it should 
ever be necessary for any reasonable creatnre to violate all the laws of jus- 
tice, mercy, and truth. No circumstances can make it necessary for a man 
to bnrst in snnder all the ties of humanity. It can never be necessary for 
a rational being to sink himself below a brute. A man can be under no ne- 
cessity of degrading himself into a wolf."— (Pages 287, 288.) 

On page 292, he declares that men-buyers are exactly on 
a level with raeu-stealers," and thus vehemently exhorts the 
slaveholder : 

" ' The blood of thy brotlier' (for, wljether thou wilt believe it or no, 
such he is in the sight "bt Him that made him), ^crieth against thee from 
tb« earth,* from the ship, and from the water. Oht whatever it costs, ])ut 
a stop to its cry before it be too late ; - instantly, at any price, wero it the 
half of your goods, deliver thyself from blood-guiltiness f Thv hands, thy 
bed, thy furniture, thy honse, thy lands, are at present stained with blood. 
Bnrely it is enough : accumulate no more guilt ; spill no more the blood of 
the innocent! Do not hire another to shed blood; do not pay him for 
doing it ! Whether yon are a Christian or no, show yourself a man I Be 
not more savage than a liou or a bear !" 

Next he anticipates and refutes the false reasoning of the 
slaveholder as follows : 

" Perhaps you will say, * I do not lay any negroes ; I only use those left 
me by my father.' So far is well ; but Is it enough to satisfy your own 
oonsci^oe ) Biad your father, have you, has any man livirig, a right to Qse 
another as a slave! It cannot be, even setting Revelation aside. It cannot 
be tiiat eiUier war or contract can give any man sa^ a property in another 
as he has in his sheep and oxea. Much less is it possible that any child 
of iMn sh<Kdd erer Dabom a slave. Liberty is the right of every human 
cratore, as soon as he breathes the vital air; and no hnman lawucam de> 
prive him of tJiat right which he derives from the Uiw of natare. 

"Ifi^ tiier^ore, you have any regard to Justice (to say nothing of mercy, 
nor the revealed Uw of God), render unto all their doe. Oive liberty to 
wbpra liberty u doe; that ii, to every diUd of man, to every partaker of 
human nature. Let none serve yon but by his own act and deed, by his 
own volnntory choice. Away with alt whips, all chains, all conipaMon! 
Be gentle towards all men ; and see that you invariably do nnto every one 
as yon woold be shonid do onto yoQ." 

Finally, the tract closes with the following prayer : . 

0 tlura Qod of love I thon who art loving to eveiy man, and whose 
vttvny is over all tiiy works ; tboa who art the Father of the spirits <ft all 
flwh, and who iirt rich In mercy nnto all ; thon who hast mingtad of ona 



THK UUUAT IfUKAL UKlbU. 



7 



blood all the nations upon earth ; have cumpatuiion upca these oatcasts of 
men, who are trodden down as dnng upon the earth i Aiise, and help 
these that have no helper, whose blood is spilt upoa the groond like water i 
Are not these also the work of thine own bands, the purchase of thy Son's 
blood? Stir them np to cry unto thee in the land of their captivity ; and 
let their complaint come up before thee; let it enter into thy ears!" 

How does Bttch language comport with the sensitiveness of 
some of our modem Methodists, even on free soil, who are of-- 
fended if the slave is even remembered at the throne of grace 
in the house of God ? Have they the spirit as well as the 
name of Methodists ? Could they have endured the abolition- 
ism of John Wesley? Indeed, would he, if now alive, be 
tolerated in more than one half of the pulpits of American 
Methodism ? We doubt if he would, but let the reader judge. 

3. Mr. Wesley frequently corresponded with Wilbebfokor 
and Clabkson, the great leaders in the movement for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the West Indies, and cheered them on in 
their difficult and arduous undertaking. 

In 1787, when' the Abolition Committee was formed, Mr. 
Wesley wrote them an encouraging letter. The following ac- 
count of its contents is taken from Clabksok'8 History ^ the 
Abolition of the Slave-Trade^ vol. i. p. 447 : 

"Mi". Wesley, whose letter was rt-id next, informed the committee of 
the great satistaction which he also had experienced when he heard of their 
formation. He conceived that their design, while it wonld destroy Uie 
slave-trade, wonld also strike at the root of the shocking abomination of 
skvery. He desired to forewarn them that they mast expect diffioiilties 
and great opposition from those who were interested in the system ; that 
these were a powerful body ; and tiliat they woold ruse all their forces 
when they perceived their craft to be in danger. They would employ 
hireling writers, who would have neither jostice nor mercy. But Uie com- 
mittee were not to be dismayed by saoh treatment, nor even if some of 
those who professed gbud-will towards them shonld torn agunst them. 
As to himself, he would do all he conld to promote the oltject of th«hr in- 
atitation,^* dec. ' 

On the 30th of October; 1787, a second letter from "i^r. 
Wesley was read before the committee, stating Aat he had 
read the publication which the committee had sent him^ and 
took, if possible, a still deeper interest in their cause.— ( Wdrht, 
YoL vii p. 238.) 

On the 26th of February, 1791, Mr. Wesley addressed the 
following to Mr. WUberforcd : 

" LoKOow, r^bnuay M, 17M. 
*f jPsAB SuB;— UnldM the diviiw power baa iraiaed von xm to b« «s Atkm- 
natiue eontra mundum^ I see not how yoa can go thruoipx your glMidap 
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eDter^ribd, in c^po^ng that ex«orable villany, which w ttie 8oand»l of t^> 
gioHf of Eogjli^d, and of hnman nattire. tJnlMS God htfs raised yoa np for 
this very thhig, voa be worn oat by the opposition of men and devils. 
Bat, * if God be for you, who can be against yon !' Are all of them t(^tber 
stronger than Qodf Oh, *be not weary in well-doing I* Go on, in the 
name of God. and in the power of his might, till even American ^very 
(the vilest that ever saw the sun) slia^ll vanish away before it. 

Beading this morning a tract, -written by a poor i&rican, I was partic- 
ularly strook by that oironmstanoe — that a man who has a black skin, be- 
ing wronged or outraged by a white man, can have no redress ; it being a 
law, in aU our colonies, that the oath of a black against a white goe& for 
nothing. What villany is this ! 

*^That He who has gaided yoa from your yonth up ma^ oonticae to 
strengthen yoa in this and all things, is the prayer of, dear sii', your affec- 
tionate servant, JoHS Wkslkt."* 

Mr. Wesley died March 2, 1791 ; so that the above letter 
waa written onhffottr days before his departure from time I 

In an anti-elavery speech made in Gitj-Boad Ohapel, Bome 
forty years after Mr. Wesley's death, Mr. Watson said : 

We stand near the grave of a man who was one of the first to lift up 
his voice against West India bondage, and to i^lead the wrongs of A^ca, 
with an doqaenoe which is at once touching from its pathoe, and irresisti- 
ble from its power.f Were that voice now living, it would give ita sanction 
to our efforts ; and in this place, where that voice has been so often beard, 
we may feel that ^ though dead,^ on this sabjeot especially * he jet speak- 
etii.' "—(Jackson's Lif« of WaUon^ p. 877.) 

Thus, fronl first to last, both by word and deed and pen, did 
John Wkslkt proclaim himself an earnest and nncompromift- 
ing Chbishak ABOLmoKisr. 

n. The early Methodiais generally, both preachers and peo- 
ple, were all aboUtiomsts. 

"1316 preachers entered folly into his [Mr. Wesley's] views ; 
and. probably it [the tract on slavery] had no small influence 
in stimulating the natural ardor of Dr. Coke against slavery 
in his first visit to America.":t So thoroughly did they, one 
and aU, take hold of the matter of emancipation in the West 
IndieS) at a subsequent period, th^ more petitions were sent 
into Parliament from fiie Wesleyan Methodists alone, than 



• See TForb, vol. vti. p. 227 ; abo Lift of Wttbtrfoni bp So%. 
t Allading to Mr. Weslvy's sble and stining tnot ag^t alaveiy; and tlM teaj 
strong views on ihiv ^ubjeot, whiish (hut eminent mtm was known to entertain.— Da. 

t JSrmA JOthtHm and SlMtry, by Bev. W. J. BhrtWebnry, Ecgiaad, la lli&o- 
tflsl QtttrtMly Beview, for April, 18S8, p. m. 
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from all Other Non^onfotmist bodies ptit toother. ^Rie fte* 
count Btaiids thus: , 

P«(ttioM. ' Vg m twm 

Wesleyaa Methodists 1,968 2^,428 

Presented from twenty-one other IHsseUving bodies, .... 92S 1^978 

Excess of Wesleyaos over all other Diaseuiers ....... l,08u 106,448 

There were also presented from other sources, 3194 peti- 
tions, containing 957,637 signatures; making a grand tota) of 
6071 petitions, and 1,309,931 signatures. This flood of peti- 
tions coming up from the people, and inandating Parliament, 
was the inimediate cause of the abolition of slavery ia the 
"West Indies.* And none were so conspicuous in collecting and 
presenting them, as were the followers of the then dejparted 
John "Weslky,- — ^the numbers just qiioted fully evincing tiieir 
earnestness in the cause of abolition.f 

in. BicHABD Watson, the gre<U eyitetnaiie thedoffUm qf 
Mdhodismf woB an oholiHoniat. 

In his Theciogical Institutes, which is a text-book in which 
every Methodist preacher is examined before his admission 
into Conference, he shows slaveholding to be utterly irrecon- 
cilable with Christianity. The argument is too long to quote, 
but we refer to it as explicit and incontrovertible.;!: 

In a speech made by him iu Exeter HaU, Ix>ndon, April 33, 
1831, he said : 

'^Tt has been said that Gliristian instraction should be einplQjed,,,in 
order to prepare the tlatee for the enjoyment of fretAovn^ afleP some very 
long period has elapsed, KotT, in his Wotson^s] opinion, f< 4m- 
poBtiile to tpread CHfittianity through the mas$ tf the elate populotien 
$0 long a» it continuee in elomery. Christianity Iiad indeed hod some noble 
trinmphs in the West Indies, but fyv, comparatively, among field tt^pfoes; 
and this was the great objection to the system. Legislators inigbt;,g)ve 
them Sabbaths, but thev would be robbed of them practieally, fur tbere 
was a power in every planter greater tlian the power of the British, gov- 
ernment itself. Chn:(tian zeal might multiply miasiooaries, and yet none 
of these missionaries could enter an estate witbont leave from the owner 
to instruct his slaves; tlie conseqaonoe was, that a variety of' obstacles 
were condnually thrown in the way of the diffusion' of Cliristianity 
throtighont the population at large. Bat even if it were possible to ex- 



* Jktid this is our midn hope of ever inflnencing the Qentnd CodDtrmM to )^ 
th* Mathodist Eplsoopal Church from sl«v«ry. Tke peepte m« cd^^ twdet 

to tlie pnlling down of strong-holds. > 

f TOd.p. Mfi. ' * " 

} Sm /iM«»«M<M, part Ui. ohsp. iv. . ■ « i?l> 
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tend C^ristisnity thwaghont the tnass of the popolation, those persons 
vho iiu&gined that it would make the slaves qaiet and' cunt^nt with slavery 
were greatly mistaken. [Hear, hear.] Christianity wonld make better 
•fmmCt, bnt worse elaves. It creates honesty, industry, and ccnscientiuus- 
ness; biiit it cannot create them without the love of freedom. Slavery 
was felt to be an evil most deeply by the man who had been brouglit 
tinder the influence of Ohristianity. [Cheers.] By religion the mind 
becomes enlightened, -the sensibilities acute and tender, and the social reln- 
tions more united and strengthened. Wonld a Christian father tlien 
endure it as well aa a Pagan father, that his children should be separated 
trom him; that hia 'daughters, whom he had educated in virtue, should be 
Bubdvted for pollution by the influence of the 'whip, a thing most general 
throughout the slave colonies ; and if the whip made the instrument of 
defending such an outrage t Our religion was not a religion to teach slaves 
to kiss their chains, but a religion to teach freemen how to use their free- 
dom."— (jC«nA)n- Anti-Slavery Reporter, vol. iv. p. 227.) 

In the fall of 1834:, the British Anti-Slavery Society pub- 
lished its first report.. Dr. Bunting was a member of the 
society, and on reading this first report, " Mr. Watson's fears 
concerning it vanished ;" and in an article which he wrote for 
the "Wesleyan Magazine, he pronounced it a " truly patriotic 
and Christian pociety," with which none should hesitate to co- 
operate. (See Life of Jcukson^ p. 292.) Further on, his 
biographer says ; • 

"In the righteous and benevolent feelings of the abolitionists, Mr. Wat- 
son Btronglv participated, and cheerfully lent all the assistance in his power 
to farther the desirable object which they all have in view." — (Jhid. p. 872.) 

At the Leeds Conference in 1830, Mr. "Watson " thought 
that the time was come when the Methodist Conference ought, 
more publicly and distinctly, to bear its testimony against 
slavery, as existing in the British colonies." Accordingly he 
drew op a series of the most thorough and practical abolition 
resolations, which were adopted by the Conference. Take the 
following as a sample : 

^^BmVotdL, That, as a body of Christian miuisters, we feel ourselves 
called upon again to record our solemn judgment, that the holding of 
human beings in a state of slavery is in direct opposition to all the princi- 
ples of natural right, and to the benign spirit of the religion of Ohnst." 

The resolutions then proceed to portray the evils of slavery 
— its effects upon the marriage institution, &c., and to exhort 
the members of the societies to unite with others in signing 
and circulating petitions " for its speedy and universal aboli- 
tion." Still further, the resolutions advised all Methodist 
voters to " give their influence and votes only to those candi- 
dates who pledged themselves to support., in Parliament, the 
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moist effectual measures for the entire abolition of slavery 
throughout the colonies of the British empire/'— (Zi^6, pp. 
374, 3T5.) 

In accordance with the spirit of his resolutions, Mr. Watson 
canvassed his circuit for signers to petitions ; held meetings 
on week-day evenings, and made abolition speeches, and was 
as zealous and persevering as any of our Ajuerican " agita- 
tors" have ever been. — {Tbid. p. 377.) 

In one of these meetings, held in City-Koad Chapel in 1830, 
Mr. Watson made one of these abolition speeches. It may 
be found at full length in his Life by t^ckson, pp. 377-383, ' 
and reminds us forcibly of the speech of Dr. Thomson, at 
the last General Conferer.ce. It goes over the whole ground ; 
takes up " the reasons that have been lately put forth by the 
pro-slavery party," as he calls them; answers the Scriptuie 
argument ; and cuts up the whole vile upas of slavery, root and 
branch. A stronger abolition speech is scarcely to be found 
in the English language ; and no man could now circulate it 
among our Methodists in Maryland and Virginia, without 
being tarred and feathered, if not hung outright. So we 
garnish the sepulchres of the prophets who have passed 
away, and yet persecute them in the person of their uncor- 
rupted succesBore. 

IV. De. Adam Clarkb, the grmt Methodist commentator^ 
was an ahoUtionist. 

In his comment on Isa. Iviii. 6, he says : 

" How can any nation pretend to fast or worship God at all, or dare to 
profe^ that they believe in the existence of such a being, while they oarry 
on the tlate-trade^ and traflSc in the sonls, blood, and bodies of men I Oh, 
ye most flagltions of knaves, and worst of hypocrites, cast off at once the 
mask of religion ; and deepen not your endless perdition by profoftsicg the 
faith of oar Lord Jew* Chritt, while ye continue in this traffic.'' 

At the close of his notes on 1 Oor., chapter vii., he says : 

" And, to conclude, I here register my te(«timony against the unprin- 
cipled, inhuman, anti-Christian, and diabolicnl tlave-trade^ witli ail its 
author*, promotert^ abettor*, and taerilegiout gain*; as well as against'the 
great devil, the father of it and them/' 

It is somewhat strange that such sentiments have never in- 
dicted Clarke's Commentary in the Sonth, as an " incendiary 
document." 
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■ V. Rev. Joseph Bradbusk, om of the most noted of tfu 
eofly We^let^n preachers, was an aholiiionist. 

Writing to the Northern Independent, May, 1858, Rev. J. 
D. Long says : 

" I hare recently discovered in the great Philadelphia Library, an old 
tract on slavery of abont sixteen pages, printed in London by that cele- 
brated Methodist preacher, Joseph Bradbnrn. l oonsider it a far stronger 
production, botli in argnraent and comprehensiveness, than Wesley's tract 
on the same subject. We think that some wealthy anti-slavety Methodist 
oonid not do a better thing than to have it reprinted and scattered brt)ad- 
oast nver the Church." [We have since received a transcript of this Tract.] 

VI. Dr. Thoma.8 .Coke, the first Bishop of the Methodist 
Mpiscopal Church; was an aholiiionist. 

In proof of this declaration, take the following from his 
biography. Speaking of his labora in Virginia in 1785, Mr. 
Drew says : 

" Hitherto, while Dr. Coke had preserved a profound silence on the snb- 
ject of negro slavery, all were pleased, and he was permitted to go on his 
way in peace. But no sooner did he lift up his voice against the injustice 
of the traffic, than it became a signal for the commencement of hostilities 
against him. In the province of Virginia, while preaching in a barn, on 
Sunday the 9th of April, 1785, he took occasion to introduce the subject of 
slavery, and expatiate on its injustice in terms thnt were not calcnlated to 
flatter his auditors." — {Life hy 'Samttel Drew, old oetato edition, p. 188.) 

The result, of course, was angry tumult among the slave-_ 
holders, and violent pereecntion. A lady ofiPered fifty pounds 
to any one who would give the preacher fifty lashes. But he 
escaped unhurt. And, speaking of the efiect of the sermon, 
his biographer says : 

"But rage and hostility were not the only effects produced by this dis- 
course. The magistrate who had espoused the cause of Dr. Coke began to 
view tlie snbject in a more serious light, and, to show that he acted from 
a pure ])rinciple, immediately emancipated fifteen slaves. The report of 
his Conduct extended the benefit still further, and induced another to follow 
so laudable an example, and to emancipate eight slaves. And the united 
examples of both induced another to emancipate one. These effects were 
instantaneoosly visible ; but to what extent his faithful but sharp reproo& 
operated in secret, we must not expect fully to know until we enter the 
world of sp!iita.'M/&f<i. PP- 133, 184.) 

About this time, Dr. Coke drew up a petition to the legis- 
lature of North Carolina, praying them to pass an act, that, 
" in a land which boasted of independence, the slaveholders 
might at least be permitted to emancipate their slaves." This 
petition wrr signeii by Coke and Asbury, and by the whole 
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Conference of Primitive Methodist preachers. They were all 
abolitionists in those better days of our history. — {Ibid. 
pp. 134, 135.) 
The biography proceeds : 

" Oa repairing from North Carolina to the Stat© of Virginia, ia which 
the law permits the emancipation of slaves, Dr. Coke again appealed to th« 
dealers in hamaa f esh and blood," &c. 

And so he continued to do for some time after. In com- 
pany with Mr. Asbury, he visited General "Washington, then 
President of the United States, at Mount Yemon, and re- 
quested him to sign their petition. This he declined to do, 
on the ground that he was a citizen of Yirginia, and ought 
not to petition the Legislature of North Carolina ; but at the 
same time avowed his hearty approval of the principles of the 
petition. — [Ibid. pp. 135, 136.) * 

On returning from the West Indies to Charleston, S. C, in 
February, 1787, it is said of him, that — 

"During his former visit tc the continent, Dr. Ooke had frequently lifted 
his voice against the slavery which was tolerated in the United States. 
This had exposed him to many perils. To some of these his eyes were 
fully open, but in several instances his danger lay concealed. The arm of 
legal power had been lifted against him; by a furious mob he had boen 
secretly pursued, and a bullet of an assassin, who couched in ambush to 
take away his life, had been levelled at him. ♦ ♦ * * He was now in- 
formed, while passing through the country, that, from the spirited manner 
in which he had opposed this sanctioned enormity when on his former 
visit, tlie slaveholders had been so exasperated as to present a bill against 
him to the grand-jnry. This bill was found ; and although he had left the 
country at that time, no less than ninety persons engaged to pursue the 
fugitive and bring him back to colonitd justice." — (Zt/tf, pp. 180, 181.) 

Fm'ther on we are told that one man armed himself with a 
gun, and actually followed Dr. Coke with a fixed determina- 
tion to take away his life. One ground of tliis violent oppo- 
sition was, tiiat Dr. Coke had originated the petition to the 
legislature of North Carolina for a law allowing the emancipa- 
' tion of slaves. — {Life^ p. 182.) 

yn. FEAjfcis AsBUEY, the second Bishop of the Methodist 
Episoopal Churchy was an ahclitionist. 

In proof of this, take the following extracts from his jour- 
nals, under the dates affixed to tlie several paragraphs : 

"1776. — After preaching at the Point, I met the class, and tiien the 
black people, some of whose unhappy mastera forbid their coming for reli- 
gious instmotfon. How will the sons of oppression answer for fiieir con- 
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daot, trhen the great Proprietor of all shall call them to acoonatt" — (Vol. 
i. p. 269.) 

" 1780. — Spoke to some select friends about slavekeeping, but they could 
not bear it. This I know — God will plead the cau8« of the oppressed, 
though it gives offence to say so here. O Lord, banish the isixssM. spibit 
OF Bt AVBET from thy dear Zion ! 

"Lord, help thy people! There are many things which are painful U> 
me, but eannot yet be removed, especially slavekeeping and its attendant 
circumstances. The Lord will certainly hear the cries of the oppressed, 
naked, starving creatures. O my God I think on this land. Amen!''' — 
ilUd, p. 293.) 

" 1783.— We all agreed (at t». 3 Virginia Conference) in the spirit of Afri- 
can liberty, and strong testimonies were borne in it^ favor at our love- 
feast."— p. 856.) 

" 1785. — At the Virginia Conference," he says, " I found the minds of 
the people greatly agitated with our rules against slavery, aad a proposed 
petition to the General Assembly for the emancipation of the blacks. 
Colonel — - and Dr. Coke disputed on the subject, and the colonel used 
some threats. , ISText day, brother 0. Kelly let fly at them, and they were 
made angry enough ; we, however, came off with whole bonea."--(/&u?. 
p. 884.) 

" "We waited on General Washington, who received us very politely, and 
gave us his opinion against slavery."— -(/6i<f. p. 885.) 

" 1788.— Virginia. Other persuasions are less supine, and their minis- 
ters boldly preach against the freedom of slaves. Our brother Everett, 
with no less zeal and boldness, cries aloud for liberty and emancipation." 

"1798. — ^My miad is much pained. Oh, to be dependent on slavehold- 
ers is, in part, to be a slave, and I was free bom I I am brought to con- 
clude that slavery will exist in Virginia perhaps for ages ; there is not a 
$uffieient teme of religion nor liberty to dkstkot it. I judge, in after ages, 
it will be so that poor men and free men will not li/e among slaveholders, 
but will go to new lands ; they only who are concerned in and dependent 
oc them, will stay in old Virginia. 

"On Saturday, I had a close conversation with some of our local min- 
istry. We were happy to find seven out of ten were not in the spirit or 
practice of slavery. 

" I assisted PhUip Sands to draw up an agreement for our officiary to 
sign, against slavery. Thus we may know the real sentiments of our local 
preachers. It appears to me, that lee can neser fuUy r^orm the people, 
untU tee reform thepreaehert — and that hitherto, except purging the trav- 
elling connection, we have been working at the wrong end. But, if it be 
lawful for local preachers to hold slaves, then it is lawful for travelling 
preachers also, and they may keep plantations and overseers upon their 
quarters ; but this reproach of ineoneiatency muet he rolled auiay,''* 

^* South Carolina, 1801. — A Solomon Reeves let me know that he had 
seen the Address* signed by me, and was quite confident there were no 
arguments to prove that slavery was re])Ugnant to the spirit of tlie Gktspel ! 
What absurdities will not men defend ! If the Gospel will tolerate slavery, 
what will it not authorize ? I am strangely mistaken if this said Mr. Beeves 
has more grace than is necessary, or more of Solomon than the name." — 
(Ibid. p. 16.) 

"Joseph Ballard and his wife are gone to rest.. John Perry, a pious soul, 
is also gone to his reward. Neither he nor Ballard were slaveholders. 
Hidl, happy souls t"—(/&K{. p. 18.) 



* Thw ia doiibtl«a» tbs p«Utioo drawu up by Dr. Coke, mentioned on page If. 
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'* 1810. — We have hard labor and Buffering. I do not dare to com- 
plain, when I see the wretched fate of the poor Africans in slavery."— • 
{Ibid. p. 800.) 

"1814. — Georgia. Away with the false cant, that the better yon iwe 
the negroes, the worse they will nse yon I Make them good ; then teach 
them the fear of God, and learn to fear him yonrselves, ye masters I I un- 
derstand not the doctrine of cruelty. As soon as the poor Africans see 
me, they spring with life to the boat, and make a heavy flat skim along 
like a light canoe. Poor, starved souls — Gk)d will judgel"— {JW<?. p. 878.) 

In a pamphlet, attributed by Mr. Floumoy, of Georgia, to 
Eev. Gabriel Capers, brother of Bishop Capers, we have the 
following : 

" Many years ago," says Mr. 0., " the venerable Bishops Ooke and As- 
bury published a pamphlet on slavery, which compelled the enlightened 
and benevolent legislature of South Oarolina to pass an act authorizing 
any person to repair to Methodist meetings and disperse the negroes, 
whether assembled with or without permission from their owners. The 
act was justified by the first law of nature, self-defence, and based upon 
the fact that Methodism at that period, whether at the North or South, 
was identified with the molt dbadlt opposmoH to slavrIst. It continued 
in force, and with the utmost propriety, too, until the ministers of that 
denomination oeaskd to <mail the inttitution of bondage^ and to expel the 
members of their societies for buying and selling a slave under any cir- 
cumstances." 

VIII. Fkeeboen Gabrettson, one of the first Methodist 
prea/ihers in this country^ and a companion of Asbun^y^ was a 
practical abolitionist. 

Mr. Garrettson was once a slaveholder himself; and while 
such, thought he had eicperienced religion. At times he was 
exceedingly happy, and again, to use his own words, his mind 
would be " encompassed with darkness and the most severe 
distress." After one of these struggles, during a part of which 
he had lain with his face to the ground, he says : 

"I arose from the earth, and advancing towards the house in deep 
thought, I oiTue to this conclusion, that I would exclude myself from 
the society of men, and live in a cell upon bread and water, mourning out 
my days for having grieved iny Lord. I went into my room and sat in 
one position till nine o'clock. I then threw myself on the bed, and slept 
till morning. Although it was the Lord's day, I did not intend to go to 
any place of worship ; neither did I desire to see any person, but wished 
to pass my time away in total solitude. I continued reading the Bible till 
eignt, and then, under a sense of duty, called the family together for prayer. 
As I stood with a book in xny hand, in the act of giving out a hymn, tliis 
thought powerfully struck my mind — * It is not right for you to keep your 
fellow-creatures in bondage ; you must let the oppressed go free.' I knew 
it was that same blessed voice which had snokea to me before — ^Ull then, I 
had never sospeoted that the practice of slave-keeping was wrong ; I had 
not read a book on the subject, nor been told so by any — I paused a minute, 
and then replied, * Lord, the npj)resRed shall go free.' And I was as clear 
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of .tiMm ia ray niin<l, as if I had never owneid one. I told them they did 
not belong to me, and that I did not desire their services without making 
them a compensation : I waa now at liberty to proceed in worship. After 
ii^kgiQg, I kneeled to pray. Had I the tongue of an angel, I conld not fuHv 
describe what I felt: all my dejection, and that melancholy gloom which 
preyed upon me^ vanished m a moment ; a divine sweetness ran through 
my whole frame. It was God, not man, that tanght me the impropriety 
of holding slaves: and I shall never be able to praise him enough for it. 
My very heart has bled, since that, for slaveholders, especially those who 
make a profession of religion ; for I believe it to be a crying sin." — {Life of 
GarretUon, 6y Db. Bangs, p. 39.) 

Mr. Garrettson had not at this time united with the Method- 
ist Societies, nor even attended a class-meeting; so that hia 
convictions of duty as to his slaves, were not the result of any 
thing he had heard from any of their preachers. As he says, 
" it was God and not man who taught him the impropriety of 
holding slaves." And so God would teach every slaveholder, 
if he would listen either to the voice of conscience or of the 
Holy Scriptures. Both alike would say to him, " let the op- 
pressed go free.'* 

In a manuscript note found in his printed Journals after his 
departure, alluding to the above event, and written not long 
before his death, Mr. Garrettson says : 

. " I have since clearly seen the goodness of God in prepaiing me for ta- 
tnre usefulness : I was a babe, and knew very little of the insinuations of 
onr powerful foe. I shall always have an aversion to the practice of hold- 
ing oar fellow-creatures in abject slavery. It was the blessed God that 
tanght me the rights of man." — (LifSf pp. 89, 40.) 

Of the sentiments of Bishop "Whatcoat upon the subject of 
slavery we have no knowledge, beyond the strong presump- 
tion that he agreed with his fellow-laborers of that period; 
otherwise he would never have been elected bishop. 

IX WiixiAM McKkndsee, tke/ourth Bishop of the Metho- 
dtit Episcopal Ghv/rch, was also an abolitionist 

Bev. F. S. Dk Hass has recently brought to light an old 
document, dated 1806, and signed by Mr. McKendree. It is 
entitled " An Address from the Quarterly Meeting Conference^ 
in lAmngston Circuity to the Bishops and Members of the 
Western Conference /" and contains the following : 

♦ • * ♦ " Though we cannot assist yon with money at present to extend 
the work of the Lord, we can, no doubt, gladden your hearts by dving 
voo a view of oar purifying work at home. Isaiah saith, ' Undo the heavy 
oa7den»— let the cppresised go free~>break every roke — and thou shalt be 
like A watered garden — ^a spring of water, which faileth not ; yea, thou 
akaSt be the restorer of the paths to walk in.' This day our official breth- 
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ren voluntarily Habmitted all their slaves to tlie judgment of Jonferenoes, 
•whethar bought with their money before or after joining society, given, or 
born in Uieir house. And we thereby had the unspeakable pleasure of de- 
creeing salvation from slavery in fkvor of twenty-two immortal souls; we 
did not reprobate one of them. Now if the grace of God can prompt men 
to act thus, you may rest assured, that the God of grace never designed 
one immortal soul for eternal burnings, 

" Brotiier Wm. Oude ma4e a free offering of thirteen. Now wght of 
these cost him $1770, bought before he joined; the other five were given, 
or born in his house. Brother Josiah Kixmsey offered up six on the altar 
of love ; two of these cost him $850, the rest were born in his houge. 
Brother James T. White, one living man, which was his all. Brothew 
Lewis Barker and Robert Galloway one apiece. All these are to have sal- 
vation recorded speedily. And Brother Thomas Randolph proposed hb 
for the next quarterly meeting. "When this is done, we shall, as far as we 
know, be free from the stain of blood in our official department. Glory, 
hallelujah I Praise ye the Lord 1 

"One thought more. If it is consistent with your authority, and it 
seemeth good unto you, we should be glad of liberty to exclude baying 
and "sUing from our Church, and to require of all slaveholders, who may 
hereafter become members of the Church, to submit t^eir slaves to the 
judgment of Conference ; who shall determine tlie time of servitude upon 
the same principle, and have a bill of manumission recorded in the same 
manner as the form of discipline requires iu buying a slave. 

" We are, dear fathers, your sons and fellow-laborers in the kingdom of 
Christ. " Signed in behalf and by order of Conference, 

Jas. T. Whitk." 

This was only two years before Mr. McKendree^s election 
to the episcopacy ; and it proves most conclusively that, unl^ 
he fell from grace on this subject in the short space of two 
years, he was, at the time of his election to the episcopacy, a 
thorough-going extirpationist. 

X The jirst Methodist jpreachers in America were altnoai 
to a man abolitionists. 

This is evident, not only from their general conduct in re- 
gard to slaveholding in the Church, but also ft-om the action 
•had in the several Conferences from 1780 to 1784 and onward. 
At the Conference held in Baltimore, in April, 1780, the fol- 
lowing minute was adopted : 

" Queet. 17. Does this Conference acknowledge that slavery is contrary 
to the laws of God, man, and nature, and hurtful to society ; contrary t» 
the dictates of conscience and pure religion, and doing that we would not 
others should do to us and ours ? Do we pass our disapprobation on tiX 
our friends who keep slaves, and advise their freedom? 

" An*. Yes."— (jJottmi Minvtes^ vol, i. p. 12.) 

This Conference, let it be remembered, was composed of all 
the Methodist preachers then in America — only twenty-four 
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ia «li>~<«nd each was their noblo testimony against slavery, 
even in the midst of it, and in the very slave-mart of Maryland. 
What a contrast with the resolutions passed, in the same city, 
8eventy'4seven years afterwards, namely, by the Baltimore , 
Conference, in 1857. (See page 38.) 
In 1783 we have the following rule : 

Qiiett. 10. What shall be doae w^lth oor local preachers ^ho hold 
»1aTes, contrary to the laws which authorize thdr freedom in any of the 
ITruted States? 

" We will try them another year. In the mean time, let every assistant 
[i. e. preacher] deal &!thfolIy and jplainly with every one, and report to 
the next Conference. It may then be necessary to snspend tliem." — (ifin- 
utet^ vol. i. p. 18.) 

The next year, May, 1784, we have the following : 

Quett. 12. What shaU we do with oar friends that will bny and sell 
alavest 

An$. If they bay with no other design than to hold them as slaves, 
and have been previously warned, they shall be expelled, and i)ermitted to 
sell on no consideration. 

" Qiutt. Ifi. What shall we do with onr local preachers who will not 
emancipate their slaves, in the States where the laws admit of it? 

^719. Try those in Virginia another year, and suspend the preachers in 
Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey." {Minute*, vol. i. 
p. 20.) 

How much these resolves contributed towards the final abo- 
lition of slavery in the latter two States, who can tell t But 
the first question and answer shows most conclusively what 
the same body of men meant the next year, when they adopted 
and put into the Discipline* what is now known as the General 
Bule on Slavery, It was not the " buying" in itself that was 
forbidden, but the " holding them as slaves." 

At the same Conference they ask : 

" Quest, 22. What shall be done with onr travelling preacberst that 
now are, or hereafter shall be, possessed of slaves, and refuse to manwnit 
them where the law permits I 

^Amu Employ them no more."— (/JW. p. 21.) 

The same year, viz., on Christmas day, 1784, the Conference 
met in Philadelphia, and organized the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. At this Conference they prepared the tirst edition 
of the Discipline, and incorporated into it the most stringent 
mles for the extirpation of slavery from the Society. Among 

* This flnt edition wm published in Philadelphia 'n 1785.— (.Ebory^a ETut. p. 80.> 
t Hmv, fur the ib»t time, we bare evideoee that the deadly leproay had &ste&ed 
upm ftome of the mtnlxtry, probably throngb Uieir marriage oonnection«. 
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otliere, they added the following to Mr. Wesley's General 
Bales ; thus forbidding — 

" The buying or selling of the bodies and souls of men^ too- 
meny or children^ with an intention to enstd/ve them." 

It is found in itcdios from the first, thus indicating its special 
importance in the eyes of those who inserted it 

Dk. Emoky {History of the DiscftpUne, p. 181) gives this 
new rule as first inserted in 1789; but Dr. Bakos {Hist. vol. 
i. pp. 213, 175) inserts it as put into the Discipline, in 1784. 

This fact goes far to determine its real design and meaning. 
Only eight months before the same men had said, "K they 
buy with no other design than to hold them as slaves, and 
have been previously warned, they shall be expelled," &c. ; 
and now, in embodying their views in a permanent discipline, 
they forbid "the buying or selling the bodies and souls of 
men, women, or children, with an intention to enslave them." 
How preposterous, therefore, to affirm, as Dr. Stevens and 
some others do, that the General Rule against slavery was only 
designed to prohibit th^ traffic, while it tolerated.^ and now even 
protects the holding ! The truth is, it did not forbid the buy- 
ing of slaves at all, provided the buyer wished to free them. 
It was plainly the holdvng of slaves against which the Kule 
was mainly levelled ; and at the seUimg, only because it neces- 
sarily implied the right of property in man, and looked to- 
wards perpetual bondage. This is evident from the fact that 
in another part of this first Discipline we find the following: 

" Q^ett. 48. What shall be done with those who buy or sell sEaves, 

OB UIVB THBM A.WAT ?* 

Am. They are immediately to be expelled, unless they bay them on 
purpose to free them." — (JEmory^t Hut. p. 44.) 

And yet, in the face of all these facts — the known abolition 
principles of the preachers of that Conference ; their previous 
efforts against slavery ; their concurrent action in other parts 
of the Discipline, and especially the above— Dr. Stevens tells 
us that instead of the Eules forbidding slavebolding, it actually 
protects it, and even allows the giving away of slaves. Here 
are some of his expressions : 

The existing General Role prohibits only the baying and seUiog, * * 
it implies the right to hold them by inheritance, * * ala^oldiag 
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ffseif is fillow«d by the General Roles, the organic law of the Ohnroh, 
* * the traosmissioa of slaves in families was not intended to be pro> 
hibited," &o. — {See ^eeeh at the latt General Ciyrtfermce.) 

How different from his New England view of the Rule : 

""Wo believe that slavery has no more constitutional right in the Metho- 
dist Church than the devil himself," &c.— Herald,, Sept. 27, 1848.) 

But we mnst not be drawn too far aside from our main ob- 
ject. At this same Conference (1784), when the Methodist 
Episcopal Church was organized, and the first Discipline com- 
piled, the following most thorough enactments were passed, 
outside of the General Rules, for the purifj^ing of the infant 
Church from the deadly leaven of slavery : 

" Quett. 42. What methods can we take to PTiirpate slavery ? 

" Jifw. We are deeply conscious of the impropriety of making new 
terms of communion for a religious society already established, excepting 
on the most pressing occasion ; and sncit we esteem the practice of hold- 
iAg our fellow-creatures in slavery. We view it as contrary to the golden 
law of God, on which hang all the law and the prophets, and the inaliena- 
ble rights of mankind, as well as every principle of the revolution, to hold 
in the deepest debasement, in a more abject slavery than is, perhaps, to 
be found in any part of the world, except America, so many souls tiiat 
are all capable of tiie image of God. 

" We therefore think it our most bonnden duty to take immediately 
some effectual method to extirpate this abomination from among us ; and 
for this purpose we add the following to the rules of our societies, viz. : 

1. Every member of our society, who has slaves in hie possession, 
shall, within twelve months after notice given to him by the assistant [t. e. 
preacher in charge], (which notice the assistants are re<|ui:cd immediately, 
and without an;y delay, to give to their respective circmts), legally execute 
and record an instrument, whereby he emancipates and sets free every 
slave in his possession, who is between the ages of forty and forty-five, 
immediately ; or, at farthest, when they arrive at the age of forty-five. 

" And every slave who is between the ages of twenty-five and forty, 
immediately ; or, at fartliest, at tiie expiration of five years from the date 
of said instrument. 

" And every slave who is between the ages of twenty and twenty-five, 
immediately ; or, at farthest, when they arrive at the age of thirty. 

" And every slave under the age of twenty, as soon as they arrive at 
tlie age of twenty-five at farthest 

And every infant bom in slavery, after the above-mentioned rules are 
complied witli, immediately on its birth. 

2. Every assistant shall keep a journal, in which be shall regularly 
minute down the names and ages of all the slaves belonging to all the mas- 
tei-8 in his respective circuit, and also the date of every instrument exe- 
cuted and recorded for the manumission of the slaves, witii the name of 
the court, book, and folio in which the said instruments respectively shall 

been recorded ; which journal shall be banded down in each circuit 
tp the succeeding assistants. 

**8. In^nsideration tiiat these rules form a new term of communion, 
every person concerned, who will not comply with tliera, shall have liberty 
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quietly to withdraw himself from our society, within the twelve monthA 
sncceeding the notice given as aforesaid, otherwise the assistant>,sball ex* 
clnde him in the society. 

" No person so voluntarily withdrawn, or so excluded, shall ever partake 
of tlie Supper of tiie Lord with the Methodists, till he complies with the 
above requisitions. 

" No person lidding slaves shall, in future, be admitted into society, or 
to the Lord's Supper, till he previously complies vrith tiiese rules concern- 
ing slavery. 

" N. B. These rules are to affect the members of our society no further 
than as they are consistent with the laws of the States in which they 
reside. 

*' And respecting our brethren in Virginia that are concerned, and after 
due consideration of their peculiar circumstances, we allow them two 
years from the notice given, to consider the expediency of compliance or 
non-compliance with these rules. 

" Qtiest. 43. What shall be done with those who buy or sell slaves, or 
give them away! 

" Ans. Tliey are immediately to be expelled, unless they buy them on 
purpose to free them." — {Bmory''s EUtfOry of the DiacipliiM^ pp. 48, 44.) 

Let not the reader fail to remember that this extirpatory law 
was enacted at the very founding of the Methodist EpiMoptA 
Church, and incorporated into the first Methodist Diaovplme 
ever published in America. Mark, also, its provisions — the 
notice in the circuits, the book of recorded manumissions, the 
absolute prohibition of slaveholders from entering the Churchy _^ 
the course taken with infante, &c. Even the " B." para- 
graph only arrested the operation of the rule where legal 
emancipations were impossible, the State laws forbidding it. 

Such, in the beginning, was the testimony of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church against slavery. Practical abolitionism had 
a large place in its very foundations. For more than forty 
years Methodism had battled with the monster, first in Eng- 
land, and then in the Kew World. Chief ministere had been 
threatened and indicted, and hunted with deadly weapons, 
but still they maintained their anti-slavery principles, atid 
were resolved to "extirpate the abomination from among 
them." So far as slavery is concerned, these first forty-five 
years of her history, from 1739 to 1784, were her purest and 
brightest days. The sun of her moral glory culminated at 
the "Christmas Conference," 1784. She had triumphed in 
England, and 800,000 emancipated bondmen were the living 
and joy fid witnesses of her power. In America, also, scores 
of once enslaved, but now fre,e sons and daughters of Africa, 
were rejoicing in the liberty wherewith Methodism bad mnd^ 
them free. 
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Taking in the period from 1739 to 1830, it may be said of 
her, thftt her Foundeb waa an abolitionist ; her Watson, and 
Olakks, and BitAnsuBN, were abolitionists ; her thousands of 
children in England. were abolitionists; her first two bishops 
in America, Ookk and Asbuey, were abolitionists ; her Gak- 
BBiTSON was an abolitionist ; her MoKendeee was an abolition- 
ist; the members of the first Conferences held in this country 
were generally abolitionists; and the very founders of our 
Church, in Baltimore, in 1784, were a body of most earnest 
abolitionist preachei-s. At its very erection, the Metliodist 
Episcopal Church was cemented from foundation to top-stone, 
with the well-tempered mortar of what is now sneeringly 
called " modern abolitionism." No man living can deny it. 
The original platform of Methodism was an abolition plat- 
form, and pro-slavery is the innovation and the apostasy, 
the hideous excrescence. May the Lord help us to ask for the 
old paths, the good way, and walk therein. 



CHAPTER II 

DOWNWARD PROGRESS OF THE CHURCH, IN REGARD TO 
SLAVERY, FROM 1784 AND ONWARD. 

We have seen, in the preceding chapter, the glorious posi- 
tion taken by the Methodist Episcopal Church at her very 
commencement! Would to Heaven we could now proceed to 
ghow how gloriously she maintained it I But tliis pleasure is 
denied ns. From this golden epoch in our history, our testi- 
mony and efforts grew more and more feeble, till they became 
like the voice and the efforts of an infant. True, this down- 
ward progress was not rapid at the firet; hut, nevertheless, 
perceptible and accelerated. As the liglit of the sun, when 
near the meridian, is not perceptibly diminished by his west- 
ward progress, still he is on the way to the horizon, and the 
dial indicates his downward march. ^ 

We have seen, on pages 12, 13, how zealously and feftrlessly 
Dr. Coke labored for the extirpation of slavery, and the carry- 
ing out of the Rule of 1784. He not only preached on the 
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subject, and thus procured in one inBt»hco the liberation of 
several slaves ; but also endeavored to secore a modifictfitioii 
of the laws of North Carolina, so that the Ride of the Confer- 
ence might be brought to bear upon the slaVe&olding Metho- 
dists of that province also. Then, as now, reproving slavery 
in its midst, drew a storm of persecution after it, and the fol- 
lowing will show how resolutely the demands of slavery were 
at first resisted. 

ONSET OP THE SLAVE-POWER. 

" At a Conference held in this State [Virginia, April, 1786], many of tlio 
principal friends of Methodism assembled from various quarters, to nrge the 
necessity of suspending the operation of the Eule against slavery, which 
had created so much uneasiness ; and which, if persisted in, they were ap- 
prehensive would ultimately render Methodism unproductive of any public 
advantage. But although these pleas were specious, Dr. Ooke and his 
friends were not to be proselyted by them. It was, therefore, brought to 
this issue, that unless the Rules against slavery were permitted to operate, 
since it was founded upon principles of imnmtable justice, and sapportM 
by reason, by the moral feelings of the heart, and by the powerful voioe of 
Revelatit)n, preaching should be withdrawn altogether from those cironita 
and places in which it was too obnoxious to be suffered. 

"Astonished at these determination*, the opposers of the Rule began se- 
riously to weigh the opposite members of the alternative, to one of which 
they were compelled to submit. And finding, how desirable soever it 
might be to preserve the Gospel in peace, that it would be attended witii 
more serious inconvenience to lose it altogether, though connected with ite 
Rule against slavery, they withdrew their opposition. A letter wa^ ac- 
cordingly addressed to the Conference, expressive of their resolution, and 
praying for tlie reappointment of the preachers," &c.~{Life of CoJt^, pp. 
185, 136.) 

Let the reader mark two things in the above — ^the noble 
stand of Dr. Coke, a whole Gospd or none; and the yidding 
of the slave interest when they found him determmed. So it 
should have been, and we believe might have been, had the 
same determination been steadfastly persisted in. But, alas I 
for poor human nature I 

FIRST STEP DOWNWARD. 

On the second of June following— only two months after 
this noble stand was taken — another Conference met in Baltic 
more ; the slave-power doubtless rallied again ; and the follow- 
ing note was inserted in tlie Discipline : 

"It is recommended to all our brethren to suspend the exeoation <^ the 
mmnte on slavenr, till the delib^ratumt of a future (hnfermoe; and that 
an equal space of time bo allowed all our members for consideration, when 
the mmute shall be put in force. 
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*' N. B. Wo do hold in the deepest abhorrence the practice of slavery, 
end shall not cease to seek its destrnction, by all wise and prudent means." 
— (fiMf. o/m pp. 274, 275.) 

Here is not only an expression of their deep abhorrence of 
slavery, but the expression of a determination to put the min- 
ute in force at some future day. Still it was a yielding on the 
part of the Conference, and a victory for slavery. The Rules 
were never again restored, and were soon left out of the Disci- 
pline. 

From 1785 to 1796 no mention, it would seem, was made of 
the subject, except that the paragraph relating to slavery re- 
mained in the General Rules, as inserted in 1784. 

• SECOND STEP DOWNWARD. 

In 1792 the language of the General Rule against slavery, 
adopted in 1784, was materially softened. Instead of forbid- 
ding " the buying or selling the bodies and souls of men," &c., 
it was made to read, " the buying or selling of men," &c. ; 
not " thf; bodies and souls," &c. ; thus taking off the coloring 
which the original Rule cast upon the slave traffic. 

SCREW TURNED THE OTHER WAY. 

In 1796 the anti-slavery spirit developed itself more strongly 
again, and the following Rules were adopted, and inserted in 
the Discipline : 

*' Quett. What regulations shall be made for the extirpation of the crying 
evil of African slavery ? 

" Ant. 1. We declare that we are more than ever convinced of the great 
evil of African slavery, which still exists in these United State?, and do 
most earnestly recommend to the Yearly Conferences, Quarterly Meetings, 
and to those who have the oversight of Districts and Circuits, to be ex- 
ceedingly cautious what persons they admit to official stations in our 
Oharch; and in the case of future admission to official stations, to require 
Buch security of those who hold slaves, for the emancipation of them, im- 
mediately, or fradnally, as the laws of the States respectively, and the cir- 
cumstances of die case will admit; and we do fully authorize all the Yearly 
Conferences to make whatever regulations they judge proper, in the present 
ease, respecting the admission of persons to official stations in our Church. 

" 2. No slaveholder shall be received into Society till the preacher who 
has the oversight of the Circuit, has spoken to him freely and faithfully 
upon the snbject of slavery. 

" 8 Every member of the Society who sells a slave, shall immediately, 
after full proof, be excluded from the Society ; and if any member of our 
Society purchase a slave, the ensuing Quarterly Meeting shall determine on 
the number of years in which the slave so purchased would work out tlje 
J rice of hia purchase. And the person so purchasing, shall immediately af- 
nr such determination, execute a legal instrument for the mannmission of 
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such slave at the expiration of the term determiii >d by the Qnarterly Meetr 
ing. And in default of his executing such iustruiaent of manuniissioo, or 
on his refusal to submit his catte to the judgment of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing, such member shall be excluded from the Society. Provided also, that 
in the case of a female slave, it shall be inserted in the afores^d instrument 
of manumission, that all her c>'ldren who shall be born during the yeans of 
her servitude, shall be free at the following times, namely : — every femala 
child at the age of Ueenty-one^ and every male child at the age of tuenty- 
jUae. Nevertheless, if the member of our Society, executing the said in- 
strument of manumission, judge it proper, he may fix the times of manu- 
mission of the female slaves before mentioned, at an earlier age than that 
which is prescribed above. 

" 4, The preachers and other members of our Society, are requested to 
consider the subject of negro slavery with deep attention ; and that they 
impart to the General Conference, through the medium of the Yearly Oon- 
ferences, or otherwise, any impox'tant thoughts upon the subject, that the 
Conference may have full light in order to take further stej^ towards the 
eradicating this enormous evil from that part of the Church of God to 
which they are connected." — {Hist, of Bis. p. 275.) 

Mark the language of this new law. They were " Truyre than 
ever convinced of the crymg evil of African slavery"— the 
foreign traffic, but that which " still existed in these United 
States." 

This New Rule was vigorously enforced for a time, and un- 
der its operation no doubt hundreds of slaves were manumitted. 
We have before us an old smoky MS. Journal of the Quarterly 
Meeting Conference of Dorchester Circuit, Md., which illus- 
trates its practical operation, as no published recoMis have 
ever done. 

On the inside of the front cover are the words " R. Benson, 
Jan. 13, '96;" and the first three leaves, which, no doubl^ 
contained the record from 1796 to 1804, and some oflTensive 
abolition matter, have been cut out. The first record still re- 
maining is of a Quarterly Meeting held March 3d, 1804, and 
contains the following : 

FEUrrS OP THE NEW RULE. 

Levin Lecompt having purchased a negro girl named Oloe, for which 
he gave the sum of two hundred dollars, and having submitted the matter 
to Conference, they thereupon determined that said Levin Lecompt shtdl 
make and record a regular manumission for said girl previous to the nei^ 
Quarterly Meeting, and that he shall be antliorized to hold the said fat 
the term of twelve years from the first day of January last past. Died." 

The following are also copied from the record of the pro- 
ceedings of Quarterly Conferences, under the several dateb 
respectively; 

April 6, 1805. — " The case of Jos^h Meeldns, who has purchased a negro 
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woman and child, was considered. Kmlved, That the said negro woman 
shall serve eight years, and the said boy named Bon shall serve until he is 
twenty-six years old. Expelled for non-compliance." 

The case of Saranel Oook, who had pnrchased a negro woman named 
Henney, was considered. Eesohed^ That th« said woman shall serve four- 
teen years from the time of her purchase." 

" The case of Ezekiel Vickars, who had purchased a negro man named 
Sawney, was considered. Resolved, That the said negro man shall serve 
four years from the time of his purchase." 

Jxesolted, That certiflcates be produced at the next Quarterly Meeting 
Conference, by the several persons aforesaid, of their compliance with the 
aforesaid resolves." 

July 12, 1805. — Resolved, That in future all certificates of manumission 
shall be returned to the Conference within six months." 

"The case of George Travers, who had bought a negro man named 
Roger, aged about 26 years, for whom he gave $8.18, was considered ; and 
Resolved, That he manumit said negro to be free at the expiration of nine 
years from the time of the purchase." 

Deeemher 6, 1806. — " In the case of Levin Saunders, who purchased a 
n^ro man named Jacob, at £90 — Resolved, That Jacob may be held to 
serve until the first day of January, 1814 ; and a child, name or sex not 
mentioned, laid over to next Quarterly Meeting Conference, when said 
Saunders must also bring forward the case of a manumitted woman which 
he has also pnrchased." 

March 14, 1806. — Resolved, That the Conference will not review the 
case of manumitted before decided on. Joseph Summer's case was consid- 
ered, who had purchased two negroes, viz., Joseph Viney, aged 19 years, and 
James Viney, aged 10 years, the cost of which two negroes was £123 16*. 

Resolved, That they both be held to serve till they edch arrive to 25 
years of age." 

" The case of Daniel Martin was considered, who had purchased a negro 
named Ben, 16 years old, for £75. Resolved, That Ben may be held to 
serve until he be 26 years old." 

"The case of Job Wheatley was considered, who had purchased a negro 
iprl named Rose, 14 years old, for £30. Resolved, That Rose may be held 
to serve till she is 21 years old." 

"The case of Walter Rawleigh was considered, tvho had purchased a 
negro named Moses, 23 years old, for £100. Resolved, That the said Moses 
may be held to serve ten years from the time he was purchased." 

" The case of Henry Traverse was considered, who had purchased a ne- 
gro named David, 28 yeai-s old, for £90. Resolved, That the said David 
may be held to serve nine years from the time of purchase." 

"The case of Henry Amett was considered, who had pnrchased a negro 
50 vears old, named James Hicks, for $10. ResoUied, That James may be 
held to serve two years from the time of purchase." 

"The case of Levin Saunders, brought forward from last donference, 
was considered. Resolved, That the woman named Minty, who, by former 
manamission, is to serve six years and nine months, may be held to' serve 
her fbll time ont ; and the child named Ritty, two years old, shall serve 
until 21 years old." 

The case of Ezekiel Vickars was conmdered, who had pnrchased a negro 
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named James Blake, 21 years old, for £88, Besohed, That James may be 
held to serve eight yeai-s from January last." 

Sesohed, That the Secretary send a statement to each person con- 
cerned in the negro business." 

Thus, we have eight cases at this one Conference I 

June 20, 1806.—" Roger Robertson's case was considered, who had sold 
a negro for life, alleging ignorance of the roles of the Society. Besolved^ 
That he be disowned as a member." 

"Ez. Vickars, Walter Rawleigh, Job Whitely, Sam. Oook, and Jaxae* 
Summers gave satisfactory assurances to the Conference, that they had 
complied with the resolves of last Oonference respecting the manumission 
of their slaves." 

September 5, 1806. — " Kathaniel Lecompt submitted his case to the Con- 
ference. Besohed, That he manumit his negro girl Lotty, to be free Jan- 
uary 1, 1817, and return a certificate, &c." 

November 14, 1806. — " The case of Pe^fy Turnbul was considered, whe 
had purchased a female slave, named Sal, aged eight years, for which she 
gave $86. Resolved^ That the said girl serve until she be 21 years of age.' 

" The case of Henry Traverse was considered, who had purchased a 
female slave, named MiUy,' aged 28 years, for which he gave $220. Bt- 
soloedy That the said girl may be held to serve sixteen years." 

Febrmry 27, 1807. — " Nathan Steven's case was heard, who had bought 
a negro girl, four years old next June, named Sarah, price $50. Deter- 
mined^ That Sarah may be held to serve until she be 21 years old." 

" The Traverse case was heard, who had purchased & negro woman, 
named Alse, aged 80 years, price $100. Determined, That shs> may bo 
held to serve seven years, from the time of purchase." 

" Michael Fitchett's case was heard, who had purchased a negro boy, 
named Levin, aged 10 years, price £55. Determined^ That he may be 
held to serve until he is 25 years old." 

" Thomas Simmons' case was heard, who had purchased two negroes, 
viz. : Sarah, aged 14 years, price £57 10 ; and Elisha, aged 12 years, price 
£60. Determined^ That Sarah may be held to serve until she is 25 years 
old, and Elisha, until 25 years old.'' 

"Francis Mibb's case was heard, who had purchased a negro boy, 
named John, aged 18 years, price $40. Determined^ That he may be held 
to serve until 25 yeara old." 

October 1, 1808. — "Roger Cooper's case, who had purchased s 
man, aged 87 years, for whom he gave $260, being submitted. Bmlned^ 
That the said negro may be held to serve for seven years from next Christ- 
mas." 

March 31, 1810. — "Michael Fitchett, who had purchased a n^o man, 
for which he gave $300, flubmits his case to the Conference. Beached^ 
That he may hold said negro for ten years from the time of pcirchase." 

"Charles R. Bryan, who had purchased a negro girl, for which he gave 
$100, submits his case to the Oonfereooe. ^sohed, That he may nold 
said girl until she is 25 years old." 

July 21, 1810.* — "Joseph Dodson, having bought a negro man, requests 
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the adviee of the Oonference, whan he shsll set him free. Retolved^ That 
they reoommend him to he set free at the expiration of five years from 
the first of January next." 

AugvMt tS, 1814.—" On examination, it was found the said Daniel held 
slaves, and not willing to give assurance of their emancipation, the Oon- 
ference refused to grant him license." 

Ftbrua/ry 28, 1816. — "Paul Oonnoway's case, who had purchased a 
negro woman and child, was submitted to Thomas Foster and Geo. Ward, 
chosen by the said Conway, John Seward, and Samuel Cook, chosen by 
the preacher, who conjointly chose "Wm. Weller, who, all having heard 
and considered all circumstEOices, determined that Paul Oonnoway execute 
a manumission of the aforesaid negroes ; the woman to be free at the end 
of five years from the first day of January last, and the boy to be free 
when he shall have completed his twenty-eighth year." 

lliifl is the last entry in the book respecting slavery, 
though the record extends to May 2, 1829. For the last thir- 
teen years, it preserves the most profound silence upon the 
subject, showing that after a long struggle, from the first fatal 
compromise in 1784: to 1810, slavery at last triumphed, and 
the voice of the " Quarterly Meeting Conference of Dorches- 
ter Circuit, Md.," against it, was hushed forever. (By the 
way, this " Dorchester Circuit," is still within the bounds of 
the Philadelphia Conference, and is the very region from 
which Rev. Mb. Lamb, a member of that Conference, was 
banished but a few months since, for writing against slavery, 
of which, more hereafter.) 

" PEOPERTY " SACRIFICED FOR METHODISM. 

The preceding record shows very clearly that at the begin- 
ning, Methodist preachers and Conferences were practical 
abolitionists. Speaking of this period, Rev. Mr. DeVinne says : 

" Our northern apologists and historians have mistaken the knowledge 
of this period of our history. How often have I heard i^ed members of 
our Church at the South, lament the awful d&reUction of principle in this 
case, since the time of their first union with the Church. To use their 
own language, they bad made themselves poor by the unconditional eman- 
cipation of their slaves, to obtain a standing in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, bnt that they had lived to see that very Church vitiated and over- 
rm with slavery and oppreseioii of their brethren." 

But to go back a little in our nairative. In 1796, Bishops 
Coke and Asbury published their notes on the Discipline, in 
which we find the following on the General Rule on slavery: 



bnsiaeH,*' miwle at the Boston Conference, &o., ud inserted on a sabtequent page 
of this worit; and nndw date of May 14, 1814, a copy of nn "Extract from the 
Jearaal of the Philadd^i* Ooafereooe," also t^ven hereafter. 
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"The baying and selling the sonls and bodies of men (for what is the 
body -without the eool but a dead masst) is a complicated crime. It va9, 
indeed, in some measure^ overlooked in the Jews, by reason of the wonder- 
ful hardness of their hearts, as was the keeping of conci nes and divorc- 
ing of wives at pleasure; bat is totally opposite, to the -f le spirit of the 
Gospel. It has an immediate tendency to fill the mi; with pride and 
tyranny, and is frequently productive of almost every act of lust and 
cruelty which can disgrace the human species. Even the moral philoso- 
pher will candidly confess, that if there be a God, every' perfection he pos- 
sesses most be opposed to a practice so contrary to every moral idea which 
can influence the human mind." — {Hist, of Big. p. 826.) 

ANOTHER STEP TAKEN. 

In 1800, the following new paragraphs were inserted among 
the rules adopted in 1T96, and given on page ; . viz. : 

"When any travelling preacher becomes an owner of a slave, or slaves, 
"by any mearia, he shall forfeit his ministerial character in oar Church, un- 
less he executes, if it be practicable, a legal emancipation of such slaves, 
conformably to the laws of the State in which he Uves." 

This year, also, we have the following : 

" Brother Lathomus moved, that every member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Oharch, holding slaves, shall, within the term of one year from the 
date hereof, give an instrument of emancipation for all his slaves ; and 
the Quarterly Meeting Conference shall determine on the time the slave 
shall serve, if the, laws of the State do not expressly prohibit their eman- 
cipation. Negatived."— (Journal of General Cor^erence, vol. i. p. 14.) 

" The Annual Conferences are directed to draw up addresses for tiie grad- 
ual emancipation of the slaves, to the legislatures of those States in which 
no general laws have been passed for that purpose. These addresses shall 
urge, in the most respectful, but pointed manner, the necessity of a law 
for the gradual emancipation of the slaveu ; proper committees shall be 
appointed by the Annual Conferences, out of the moat respectable of om 
friends, for the conducting of the business; and the presiding elders, 
deacons, and travelling preachers, shall procure as many proper signa- 
tures as possible to the addresses, and give all Uje assistance in their power, 
in every respect, to aid the committees, and to farther this blessed un- 
dertaking, let this be continued from year to year till the denred end he 
accomplished?'' — {Hist, of Dit. p. 276.) 

THIRD STEP DOWNWARD. 

In 1804, the section on slavery, adopted in 1896 (see page 
24), was materially toned down. For "the crying evil of 
American" slavery, we have « the evil," &c., as if it was 
not a " crying" evil. For « more than ever convinced," they 
substituted "as much as ever convinced;" and instead of 
" the African slavery which still exists in these TTnited States," 
we have merely the word « slavery." Several other amend- 
ments of the Rule were made at this Conference, among which 
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was the "exemption of the societies in North and South 
Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee," from the operation of the 
fiule, the striMng out of the paragraph, added in 1800, re- 
specting petitions, &c. (see above), and the insertion of the 
following in ite place: 

" Lei; our preachers, from time to time, as occasion serves, admonish and 
exhort all slaves to render due respect and obedience to the commands and 
interests of their respective masters." — {See Journals^ pp. 60, 62, 33.) 

They had now ceased to testify to the masters against the 
" execrable villany" of holding slaves, and gone to preaching 
to the slaves to submit to their oppressors 1 

FOUETH STEP DOWNWABD. 

In 1808, all that related to slaveholding among private 
members (Sec. 2 and 3 of 1796) was stricken out, and the fol- 
lowing put in its place : 

" The General Conference authorizes each Annual Conference to form 
their own regulations, relative to buying and selling slaves." 

What a stride downward was here I It was not the holding 
of slaves that each Conference was to regulate, but the 
"buying and selling." And to clear the track, they also 
struck out paragraph 5, of the Rules of 1804, so that there 
was nothing left in the Discipline against buying and selling 
slaves, except the General Rule on the subject. — {Hist p. 578.) 

This year the General Rule against slavery was again tam- 
pered with, not by the Conference, but by some unknown 
hand. Instead of reading, as heretofore, " The buying or sell- 
ing," &c., it was made to read, " The buying and selling," &c. ; 
putting " and" in the place of " or" all the way through ; so 
that a person must buy and sell two men, two women, and 
two children, in order to violate the Rule I 

SLAVERY TRIUMPHANT. 

From this time the tide of slavery swept onward with re- 
sistless fury. Methodism had made her peace with it, except 
BO far as to keep slaveholders out of the ministry, and out of 
official stations, such as Leaderships, &c. ; and thus it spread 
over the Southern Stntes, gathering slaveholders by thousands 
into the Methodist Episcopal Church. Her ministers having 
ceased to preach against slavery as in former years, were no 
more persecuted on that account ; " Amkeioan Slavery — the 
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vilest tliat ever saw the sun"* — was fairly baptized and intro- 
duced into the Church of Wesley and Coke, and Asbury and 
Garrettson ! Could angels have wept, they would have be- 
dewed the very graves of these holy men with their tears from, 
heaven, in view of this disgraceful compromise with sinl 
AVhat a sad and terrible apostasy from the exalted position of 
former years ! 

This year, also, an attempt was made by Stephen G. Boszel 
to modify the Rule still further; and T. L. Budd moved to 
strike the whole section out of the Discipline. {Jourridl, vol. i. 
p. 93.) But neither of these attempts succeeded. 

SLIGHT KESISTANCE AGAIN. 

Under date of July 21, 1810 , we find the following in the 
old record of the Quarterly Meeting Conference of Dorchester 
Circuit, Maryland, described on page 25 : 

'■'■Bmhed, That the 'Report of the Committee outhe Slave Business,' 
made at the Eastern Conference (being the Annual Conference for this and 
the other districts in conferential connection -with this) last spring, bo in- 
serted on the records of this Conference, viz. : 

" 1st. That every preacher and every Quarterly Meeting Conference be 
advised, and they are hereby advised, to use all their lawful and prudential 
influence to promote the freedom of slaves. ~ 

" 2d. That they be further advised and requested not to give license to 
any persons, who come forward in future to preach or exhort, who hold 
slaves, excepting they give assurances that their slaves shall be emancipated 
if the laws will admit of it. 

" 3d. That the preachers be requested in all future apointraents of class- 
leaders, not to appoint any who are unfriendly to the freedom of slaves. 

" 4th. That every member of our Church who sells a slave into perpetual 
slavery, shall be called to a trial, as in cases of immorality." 

Under date of May 14, 1814, we have the following interest- 
ing extract from the Journals of the Philadelphia Conference. 
It is taken from the same old record already described. We 
commend it to the consideration of those members of that 
body, who accuse some of their anti-slavery brethren of being 
innovators, &c. 

" JExtriustfrom the Journal of tU PMladelpMti Conference. If any mem- 
ber of our Church purchase a slave or slavfes, the preacher having the 
charge of the circuit or station where such member may belong, ahail 
nominate two white male members of our Society, and call upon such pur- 
chaser to nominate two others, which four persons shall nominate a fifth, 
and those five persons shall form a committee, who shall determine on the 
time such slave or slaves shall serve such purchaser, who shall execute and 
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Jiayo rcoordod a deed of iriannmissioa accordingly, in which mamimission, 
if the sluvea ho females, provision shall be made for the freedom of any 
child or children of saeli slave or slaves, -which may bo born after the pur- 
chase, to ha free either iiomediately after birthj or at furthest the female 
children within twenty-one, and the male children Avithio twenty-five years 
after their birth. But if such purchaser be dissatisfied with the decision 
of the committee, he may appeal to the nest Quarterly Meeting Conference 
of that cifouit or station, and the decision of snch Conference in the case 
shall b© final. And if such purchaser refase either to submit to this course, 
or to comply with the decision of the committee, or with tlie decision of the 
Quarterly Meeting Conference in case of appeal, he shall be expelled the 
Society. Nevertheless, this Kulo shall not be executed in any place, fur- 
ther than the laws of the State, in which such place may be, will admit of. 

" Signed in behalf of the Conference. 

FIFTH STEP DOWNWAED. 

In 1820, J. Axley, seconded by L. MeOombs, offered the 
following resolution in the General Conference : 

Besolved, &c., That no person shall hereafter he licensed as a local 
preacher or exhorter, nor shall the Annual Conferences receive any one as 
a travelling preacher on trial, or into the travelling connection, who holds 
slaves." 

Though pending before the Conference on adjonmment, 
May 22, yet when they met the next day, it was not called up ; 
other business was crowded in by " Br. Roszel," and thus it 
was given the go-by. — {Jowmal, yoI. i. p. 228.) 

SIXTH STEP DOWITWAIID. 

A few Tears afterwards, even this Br. Eoszel seems to have 
seen the fruit of his mistaken policy. Hence, on the ITth of 
May, 1828, he offered the following, seconded by P. W. Cart- 
wright: 

" Resolved, by the Delegates of the Annual Conference in General Con- 
ference assembled, That in all cases when there is credible testimony 
against any members, showing that they treat their slave or slaves with in- 
humanity, either in not supplying them with comfortable and suflBcient 
food or raiment, or in separating husbands and wives or parents and chil- 
dren, by buying or selling them in an inhuman traffic of our fellow-crea- 
tures, the person or persons so offending shall he dealt with in the same 
manner as In the cases of immorality; and that this regulation he inserted 
in our form of Discipline." 

Observe now, that this resolution did not bear upon slme- 
TwldiTig as such, either by ministers or private members ; but 
upon what are called, in modem parlance, " the emls of sla- 
very." And yet it was summarily "laid On the table 1" The 
Oonferencs refused even to consider a proposition to forbid the 
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inliuman treatment of the ;poor bondmen and "bondwomen hield 
by the membership of the Church ! — (See Journal^ vol. i. p. 
33T.) 

STONING THE PROPHETS. 

At the General Conference held in Cincinnati, in 1836, the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted, on motion 
of S. |GI-. Koszel : 

"TTliereas great excitament has peryatlcJ. iMs country on tlie subject of 
modern abolitionism, whicli is reported to Iiavo been increased in this city, 
recently, by the unjustifiable conduct of two members of the General Con- 
ference, in lecturing upon, and in favor of that agitating topic and where- 
as, such a course on the part of any of its members is calculated to bring 
upon this body the suspicion and distrust of the community, and misrep- 
resent its sentiments in regard to the point at issue ; — ^aad whereas, in this 
aspect of the case, a due regard for its own character, as well as a just con- 
cern for the interests of the Church confided to its care, demand a full, de- 
cided, and unequivocal expression of the views of the General Conference 
in the premises, — ^Therefore, 

"1. JSesolved, by the delegates of the Annual Conferences in General 
Conference assembled. That they disapprove, in the most unqualified sense, 
the conduct of the two members of the General Conference, who are re- 
ported to have leotured in this city recently, upon and in favor of modern 
abolitionism. 

" 2. Besohe'i, by the delegates of the Annual Conferences in General 
Conference assembled, That they are decidedly opposed to modern aboli- 
tionism, and wholly disclaim any right, wish or intention, to interfeve in 
the civil and political relation between master and slave, as it exists in the 
slaveholding States of this Union." — {Journal^ toL i. p. 447.) 

Tlie "two members" thus censured were Geo. Storrs and 
Wm. Korris of New England, who had attended a regular 
weekly meeting of tibe Cincinnati Anti-Slavery Society, a few 
evenings before, and taken part in its proceedings. 

ALL STEADY AND QTHET AaAIN. 

At the same Conference a committee on slavery reported^ 
that "it would be highly improper for the General Conlerence 
to take any action that would alter or change our Rules on 
the subject of slavery and adopted the following rcisolution : 

"jBesoJBe<Z, That it is inexpedient to make any change in our book of 
Discipline respecting slavery, and that we deem it improper furliier to agi- 
tate the subject in the General Conference at present."— (Jbtf^^TiaL vol. i. 
p.475.) 

OFFICIALLY ADVISED HOT TO AGITATE. 

This Conference also issued a Pastoral Address, signed by 
the bishops, exhorting the Church " to abstain from ail aboli- 
tion movements and associations ; to r^ain from patroniaang 
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any of their publications ;" and to " wholly refrain from the 
agitating subject." 

A DEEPER PLUNGE DOWNWARD. 

Not long previous to the General Conference of 1840, Rev. S. 
Comfort, then of Missouri Conference, but now of Oneida, was 
charged with maladministration, for allowing a colored person 
to testify in a Church trial, and appealed to the General Con- 
ference. When his appeal came up, Ignatius A. Few ojffered 
the following resolution, which was seconded by Dr. George 
Peck, and adopted by the Conference, 74 to 46 : 

^^SMohed, That it is inexpedient and nnjostifiable, for any preacher 
among ns, to permit colored persons to give testimony against white per- 
sons, in any State where they are denied that privilege in trials at lav." — 
(Journal, vol. ii. p. 60.) 

STILL DOWNWARD— SLAVEHOLDING ALLOWED IN THE MINISTRY. 

At this General Conference, a memorial was presented from 
fifteen official members of Westmoreland Circuit, Baltimore 
Conference, complaining that ordination had been withheld 
from some of their local preachers, merely because they were 
slaveholders. Tliis memorial was referred to a committee of 
nine, and a report presented and adopted, which concludes 
with the following resolution : 

"■Besohed, By the delegates of the several Annual Conferences in Gen- 
eral Conference Assembl^, that, under the provisional exception of the 
general rule of the Church on the subject of slavery, the simple holding of 
slaves, or mere ownership of slave property, in States or territories where 
the laws do not admit of emancipation and permit the liberated slave to 
enjoy freedom, constitutes no legal barrier to the election or ordination of 
ministers to the various grades of office known in the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church ; and cannot, therefore, be considered as oper- 
ating any forfeiture of right in view of such election and ordination." — 
(Jeumal, vol. ii. pp. 167-171.) 

This resolution greatly encouraged and emboldened the 
slave-power in the Church, and its evil effects were very soon 
apparent 

A STILL LOWER DEPTH— A SLAVEHOLDING BISHOP. 

The General Conference of 1840 had so 'far endorsed the 
doctrine that slaveholding should be no bar to the ministry, 
that the way seemed quite clear, so far as the views of that 
body were concerned, for the ministry generally to go into 
" the slave business." It is not strange, therefore, that at their 
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next Bcssion, 1844, Kev/JameB O. Andrew, one of the bishops 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, was found to be a slave- 
holder. This brought the General Conference to a dead sta.id. 
They must either do somethmg with Bishop Andrew, or openly 
tolerate slaveholding in the highest dignitaries of the Church. 
Some action was rendered the more imperative, from the fact 
that the position talcen by the General Conference of 1840, 
in regard to colored testimony and slaveholding local preach- 
ers, had precipitated a secession at the North, and the organi- 
zation of the Wesleyan Methodist Church only a year before. 
The Conference was therefore constrained, either to notice the 
connection of Bishop Andrew with slavery, or encourage still 
further secession. 

The bishops united in an Address to the Conference, "rec- 
ommending the postponement of further action in the case 
of Bishop Andrew until the ensuing General Conference." — 
{Journal for 1844, p. 75.) But the Conference were not wil- 
ling to let the matter rest thus, and &ially adopted the follow- 
ing, by a vote of 110 to 68 : 

"Fl^rca*, The Discipliue of our Church forbids the doing any thing 
calculated to destroy otlr itinerant general superintendeuoy ; and whereas 
Bishop Andrew has become connected with slavery by marriage and oth- 
erwise, and this act having drawr after it circumstances which, in the esti- 
mation of the General Conference, will greatiy embarrass the exercise of 
his office as an itinerant general superintendent, if not in some places en- 
tirely prevent it; therefore, 

'■'^Mesohed^ That it is the sense of this General Conference, that he de- 
sist from the exercise of his office, bo long as this impediment remains." — 
(Journal for 1844, pp. 65, 66.) 

No complaint is here made on moral grounds against epis 
copal slaveholding. It is solely on the groimd that a slave- 
holding bishop would not be well received in New England 
and otiier Northern States. Besides, the bishop was left a 
bishop still — aye, and a slaveholding bishop, with his name in 
tlie Discipline and Hymn-book, and drawing his salary the 
same as other bishops. It is worthy of note, also, that all the 
delegates from the Missouri Conference, said to be so intensely 
anti-slavery just now, voted against tiie above resolution, thus 
actually ajyprovmg of slavery in the episcopacy. 

EESULT OF THE PEEXJEDDia ACTION, 

The southern delegates, finding that a slight check was 
about to be put upon slavery, so far as the episcopacy was 
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concerned, first protested, then got a plan of separation adopt- 
ed, and finally went home and seceded, taking witli them most 
of the membership in the slaveholding States. In due time 
they siTcd the Book Agents, and pro-slavery judges gave 
them a large share of the Church property ; and they now 
constitute the " Methodist Episcopal Church South," and are 
breeding, buying, selling, owning, and whipping negroes to 
their hearts' content, having stripped every thing out of the 
Discipline that would even forbid their bishops from going 
into lie African slave-trade. 

Thus, from 1784 to 1844, the standard of anti-slavery in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church had been going down, down, 
DOWN, till that which was once disallowed in the most humble 
private member, was now openly tolerated in a Methodist 
bishop I To be sure, the Conference had confirmed the action 
of the Baltimore Conference in suspending F. A. Harming, one 
of their preachers, for holding slaves, but they left Bishop An- 
drew a bishop still, with his name enrolled with others as such, 
and receiving a salary like the rest, for episcopal services. 

DR. DURBIN A WITNESS. 

Speaking upon the case of Bishop Andrew, Dr. Durbm said : 

" We have had some strange statements here in regard to the legislation 
of the Church on the subject of slavery. Brethren have tried to make the 
impression, to use one of their own figures, that the North has been putting 
the screws on the South, and continually pressing them harder, until at last 
the compression can be endured no longer. Sir, the facts in the case are 
just the reverse of all this. The history of the Church shows this point 
indisputably, that the highest ground that has ever been held upon the 
subject was taken at the very organization of the Church, and that conces- 
sions have been made by the Church continually, from that time to this, in 
view of the neeetsiUet of the South ; that while the anti-slavery principle 
has never been abandoned, our roles have been made loss and less stringent, 
and our language less and less severe.'' 

On the 7th of April, 184T, the Philadelphia Conference, then 
in session at Wilmington, Delaware, addressed a special Pas- 
toral Address to the slaveholders of Northampton and Acco- 
mac counties, Virginia, disclaiming all anti-slavery tenden^-Ies; 
professing to be as pro-slavery as the Southefn Church ; point- 
ing to their antecedents in proof of their conservatism ; and 
entreating them to remain quietly with the Northern portion 
of the Church. This address is entitled " Pastoral Address of 
the Philadelphia Annual Conference of the Methodist Episco- 
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pal Church, to the Societies under its care within the bounds of 
the Northampton and Accomac Circuits, dated April 7, 184:7." 

In this remarkable Address we find the following very ex- 
plicit passages : 

learn that the simple cause of the unhappy excitement among yon 
is, that some saspect us, or affect to suspect us, of being abolitionists, xet 
no particular act of the Conference, or any particular member thereof^ is 
adduced as the ground of the erroneous and injurious suspicion. "W© would 
ask you, brethren, whether tJie conduot of our ministry among you for sixty 
yeara past ought not to be sufficient to protect us from this charge — ^whether 
the question we have been accustomed, for a few years past, to put to can- 
didates for admission among us, namely, Are you an abolitioniatt and 
without each one answered in the negative he was not received, ought not 
to protect us from the charge — whether the action of the last Conference 
on this particnlar matter ought not to satisfy any fair and candid mind that 
we are not, and do not desire to be abolitionists ? The views and purooses 
of the last Conference to which we refer, were expressed in the words be- 
low, which we must believe have not been generaUy read in your commu- 
nity, or the apprehensions which have been so earnestly expressed woold 
never have been entertained. The words of the Conference are : 

" ' The committee, to whom was referred a certain preamble and resolu- 
tion on the subject of slavery and abolition, recommend the following report: 

" * That we, the members of the Philadelphia Annual Conference, are as 
much as ever convinced of the great evil of slavery ; but at the same time 
we know our calling too well to interfere with matters not properly belong- 
ing to the Christian ministry. We stand, in relation to slavery and aboli- 
tion, where we have always stood, and where we expect to stand, ' walking 
by the same rule and minding the same things and ask that our action in 
the past may be taken as an index to our action in the future ; therefore, 

" ' 1. Beaolved^ That we will abide by the Discipline of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church as it is ; and will resist every attempt to alter it in refer- 
ence to fclavery, so as to change the terms of membership. 

" ' a. Jte8olved^ That we sincerely deprecate all agitation of the exciting 
subjects which have unhappily divided the Church ; and, impressed with 
the vital importance, especially for these times, of the apostolic injunction, 
' Be at peace among yourselves,' we will, as far as lies in our power, ' follow 
peace with all meuj and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.* 

" ' Upon presentmg this paper to you, in which we say, ' We stand, in 
relation to slavery and abohtion, where we have always stood,' it is proper 
that we should remind you of the fact that the provisions in the DiscipUne 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South, with respeot to slavery, are precisely the same, even to the very 
words. We cannot, therefore, see how we can be regarded as abolitionists, 
without the ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church Sou^ being 
considered in the same light,' &o. 

" Wishing you all heavenly benediction, we aye, dear brethren, yours in 
Christ. J. P. DuEBiN, 

J. Kennast, 

IoKA.Tin8 T. CoopBB, ^ Committee.'"* 
Wm. H. GtriLDSB, 
Joseph Castlb, 

" WttioHOTON, Dm.., April 7, 1M7." 



* HiRtoiy of the Great Secession, by Dr. Elliott, p. 1088, Document 78. 
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How distinctly the Philadelphia Conference shook out their 
pro-slavery colors in this Address! Its sole object, most ob- 
viously, was to conciliate the slaveholders of Northampton and 
Accomac counties, Yii'ginia, by convincing them that they, the 
Conference, were just as pro-slavery as the Church' South, and 
would never disturb them in their abominable iniquities. And 
the sequel has proved that the Conference have kept their 
pledge, as subsequent pages will sorrowfully bear witness. 

AN'n-SLAVERY SLAVEHOLDING. 

The Pastoral Address of the General Conference of 1856 
not only declared that "little or no mercenary slaveholding 
exists in the Church," but that " none of the members of this 
[that] General Conference entertained pro-slavery senti- 
ments."* Indeed, the border delegates repeatedly declared 
themselves to be "anti-slavery;" and in that same address 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, with thousands of slaves 
held by her memberehip, and hundreds of leaders, and stew- 
ards, and exhorters, and local preachei-s, and even some trav- 
elling preachers, holding slaves (as wo shall soon show), sol- 
emnly wiped her mouth and said: Our jposition, from the 
beginnrng, has heen that of an anti-slavery Church ; and in 
loth slave and free States this is our present ATTrrcDE."t It 
was useless, as things were drifting when that address was re- 
ported and adopted (but Heaven knows without our act) — it 
was useless to object, or even raise a question ; but we thought 
of the terrible words of Jehovah to ancient Israel — " Though 
thou wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap [the soap 
of frothy declaraUon and profession of innocence], yet thine 
iniquity is marked before me, saith the Lord God."^ 

BALTIMORE "ANTI-SLAVERY." 

Well, the Conference adjourned, and the "anti-slavery" 
delegation from "Old Baltimore" went home, and the first 
time they come together as a Conference, March 17, 1857, 
they express their " anti-slavery" in the following resolutions : 

" JSmhed, By the Baltimore Conference, in Conference assembled, that 
we highly deprecate the agitation of the slavery question, which has already 
resulted to the great detriment of the political and relipous interesta of the 
country. 

^'Se$ohed. That, as heretofore, we will oppose with zeal any a^ession 
which shall be attempted by the abolition agitations of the country." 



* Printed Jourtiitl, p. 297. 



+ Ibid. 
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Of nearly four (hundred " anti-slavery" preachers in the 
Conference, only fourteen voted against these resolutions. 
Such is the " anti-slavery" of the Border Conferences. 

Speaking of the passage of these resolutions, Kev. J. D. Long 
has the following pertinent and eloquent remarks : 

"The first resolution deprecates the agitation of slavery. Observe cre- 
fuUy. The Conference does not deprecate slavery, bat it deprecates resist- 
ance to the aggressions of slavery. The Conference does not deprecate the 
fact that four millions of our brethren are in hopeless and worse than 
Egyptian bondage ; that they are increasing at the fearful rate of one hun- 
dred thousand a year ; that the day on which they passed the resolution 
two hundred and fifty human beings came into the world with the slave- 
holder's hrand of infamy upon them. The Conference did not deprecate 
the introduction of slavery into Kansas, the late inhuman and anti-Christian 
decision of the majority of the Supreme Court in the case of Dred Scott, 
the existence of the slave-pens in the very city in which they were assem- 
bled. Perhaps at the very time they were debating the above resolutions, 
several of their brethren in Christ were being handonflfed and marched 
down to some ship bound for Charleston or New Orleans ; husbands were 
parted from wives to whom they were united by some of the very preach- 
era who were pledging themselves zealously to oppose all denunciation of 
the infamous traffic in human flesh ; children were separated from their 
motliers, though offered to the Lord in holy consecration, and baptized, 
perliaps, by these very ministers, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Yes I 
that very hour, perhaps, violated females of the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
Baptist, and Episcopal Churches were crying to God for mercy and sup- 
port, while their shepherds were pledging themselnes to human wolves and 
bears that they would not interfere to rescue them, and would not suffer 
others to do it. Oh, ye degenerate sons of the immortal Wesley I how 
shall ye escape the condemnation of outraged Christianity and civilization? 
The future historian of the Methodist Episcopal Church will blush with 
shame when he comes to the proceedings of this annual session of your 
Conference." — (Pictures of Slavery, pp. 282, 288.) 

Let the reader compare these "anti-slavery" resolutions 
with the resolutions passed by the Conference held in that 
same city seventy-seven years before, as already quoted on 
page 17, and see if the " anti-slavery" of that region in 1857 is 
the same that " the fathers" inculcated there in 1780. That 
the contrast may be the more palpable, we place the old and 
new resolutions side by side in parallel columns : 

" Quest. 17. Does this Conference '■^Sesohed, By the Baltimore Oon- 
acknowledge that slavery is contrary ference, in Conference assembled, that 
to the laws of God, man, and nature, we highly deprecate the a^tation of 
and hurtful to society ; contrary to the slavery Question, which has al- 
the dictates of conscience and pure ready resultea to the great detriment 
religion, and domg that we would of the political and religious interests 
not others should do to us and ours? of the country. 
Do we pass our disapprobation on all " Mesohed, That, as heretofore, we 
our friends who keep slaves, and ad- will oppose with zeal any aj^fressioa 
vise their freedom? which shall be attempted by the ab- 

'■^Ans. Yes." — {Min\ v. i. p. 12.) olition agitations of the country." 
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Alas for Methodism! alas for humaTiityl alas for ChriB- 
tianity and justice I when the career of the most spiritual and 
evangelical Church in the land is mai'ked by an apostasy so 
terrible, and a blindness and callousness so loudly calling for 
the judgments of Heaven upon us ! Who can contemplate it 
and not exclaim- — "Surely judgment ^is turned away back- 
ward, and justice standeth afar off; for truth is fallen in the 
street, and equity cannot enter. Yea, truth faileth ; and he 
that departeth from evil maketh himself a prey."* How sig- 
nally is this last remark verified in the cases of Revs. Long, 
and McCabteb, and Cunningham, and Lame, and many others, 
who, the moment they take a decided stand against oppression, 
are maligned in every possible way, and made a " prey" to 
every species of detraction 1 So it was with Wilberforce and 
Clarkson in England, and with the active abolitionists from 
1840 to 1844 in our own Church; and so it will be until the 
batde is fought, the victory won, and the trump of Jubilee, 
filled with the breath of the Almighty, shall proclaim from 
every tower and bulwark and palace of our beloved Church, 
that SLAVERY in her bosom shall be no longer I 

"They that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer per- 
secution." And 80 in the struggle with slavery. It is our 
solemn conviction, that a man who is not decided enough, and 
acHim enough, 9kvAfearle8» enough to offend the slave interest 
of the South, and their apologists at the North, and be well 
abused on that account, will never do much harm to the cause 
of slavery. He is too much like a Christian who serves God 
so "prudently" as never to offend Satan, or materially to dis- 
turb his sway in the earth. But we must close this chapter. 

At the time of the separation in 1845, most of the slave- 
holders seceded ; but the Baltimore Conference, being partly 
in slave territory and partly on free soil, did not go with the 
seceders. For this there were several reasons. In defending 
their own action in the case of Mr. Harding, they had offended 
the Southern fire-eatere and conciliated the North ; and, more- 
over, they were not then as pro-slavery as other portions of 
the South. They staid with the Korth, therefore, and by this 
means considerable slave territory, and not a few slaveholders, 
were still left within the present bounds of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. And so further west, in Western Virginia, 
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Kentucky, Missouri, and Arkansas, we liad slave territory left 
under our jurisdiction, and more or less slaveholders. Of the 
effects of this leaven of iniquity still left in the Church, the 
reader will learn more in the next chapter. 



CHAPTEE III. 

OTJB PRESEirr OONNEOTIOIT WITH SLAVERY.— SLAVEHOLD- 
ERS IN THE PRIVATE MEMBERSHIP. 

In this chapter we shall show that we have now from ten 
to twenty thousand slaveholders among the private members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The present Methodist Episcopal Church in these United 
States consists of 47 annual conferences; 6502 travelling 
preachers; 7530 local preachers; and 956,565 members and 
probationers.* Of these, about 600 travelling preachers, 800 
local preachers, and 100,000 members are in slave territory — 
in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, and 
Arkansas. This is "the infected district" — ^the part of the 
♦ body spiritual upon which the gangi-ene of slavery still lingers ; 
and in this chapter we propose to show, that notwithstanding 
the stampede of slaveholders in 1845, we are now, as a Chv/rch, 
more deeply and orimmaUy irwolved in sla/oeholding tham. at 
ami former period of om history. For this there have been 
several causes, some of which we will here enumerate. 

1. A border of slave territory was left in the- Methodist 
Episcopal Church after the secession. Manyof the preachers 
and members in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Arkansas, stiU adhered to the ^orth, among 
whom were thousands of slaveholders in the private member- 
ship, and not a few in the local ministry. 

2. The great issue raised with the "Methodist Episcopal 
Church South," after the secession, diverted the mind of the 
North from the subject of the remaining Methodist slavehold- 
ing on the border. 



* General Minatas for 1853. 
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3. The Wesley an secession of 1843 had taken many of the 
most earnest anti-slavery men, both lay and clerical, out of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

4. The stand taken by the Baltimore Conference in the case 
of Bishop Andrew, though it was no indication of anti-slavery 
principle, secured for a time the 'confidence of the North, and 
led to special care not to press them too hard upon the subject 
of slavery, and to regard them with sympathy and forbearance. 

5. The oft-repeated and solemn declarations of the repre- 
sentatives of the Border Conferences, Baltimore especially, 
that there was little slaveholding within their territoiy ; that 
what existed there was of the most mild and benevolent type ; 
and that Methodism was fast loosening the chains of the slave, 
and reducing the amount of slaveholding; — this testimony 
from men who ought to be worthy of credit, led the Church 
to forego its inquiries and scrutiny as to the amount and qual- 
ity of slaveholding within her pale, and the result will soon 
appear. Even as late as tlie last General Conference, we were 
assured that there was but little slavery in the Church, and 
that if let alone there would soon be none. So emphatically 
was this old story repeated, that the Committee on the Pastoral 
Address reported, and the General Conference adopted, the 
statement that " little or no mercenary slaveholding exists 
IN THE Church." — {Jownal^ vol. iii. p. 297.) Thus the Church , 
has been rocked to sleep ; while the enemy has sowed his tares, 
till wo are now far worse off, so far as slavery is concerned, 
than we were when the Wealeyans seceded in 1843 : or at the 
time of the great Southern secession in 1844. This will be 
abundantly apparent as we proceed to establish the proposition 
that we have rum from ten to twenty thousand lay slaveholders 
in the Churchj and to the chapters which follow. 

I. In their Episcopal Address for 1856, our bishops said : 

" We have six Annnal Oonfereuces wbich are wholly or in part in slave 
territory. These Conferences have a white Church membership, inclnding 
probationers, of more than one hnndred and forty-three thoasand. * * • 
They have a colored Charoh membership, including probationers, of more 
than twenty-eight thousand," Ac. — {/omnali^ vol. iii. p. 199.) 

But they included the whole of the Philadelphia and Balti- 
more Conferences, which are only in part in slave territory ; 
and from careful estimates we are satisfied that our member- 
ship in slave territory does not exceed one hundred thousand. 
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Of these we believe that at least jlftem thomamd are slave- 
holders ! 

n. Great numbers of colored people are held as slaves with- 
in the territory of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

The slave territory still covered by our Church, exclusive of 
Texas, amounts to about 231,914 square miles, viz. : 

gq. mlleo. eq. miles. 

Deliuviue 2,120 Kentucky 87,680 

Mavvhiiid 11,124 Missouri 67,380 

Virginia 61,352« Arkansas 52,198 

District of Columbia 60 

Total 281,914 

In this territory there are 3,237,458 whites, 914,376 slaves, 
136,958 slaveholders, and about 100,000 Methodists: as the 
following from the census of 1860, will show : 





Whites. 


SlsveiL 


BlATeholdeTS. 


Metbodifits. 


Dist. of Columbia 


71,109 
717,943 
894,800 

87,940 
761,413 
592,004 
162,189 


2,290 
90,868 
472,528 
8,687 
210,981 
87,422 
47,100 


809 
16,040 
55,063 

1,477 
88,885 
19,185 

5,999 


90,000t 

3,048 
6,270 
1,262 


8,237,458 


914,876 


136,958 


100,580 



The proportion of white males over twenty years of age is 
about one fifth ; so that the proportion of 3,237,458 who are 
over twenty-one years of age, and therefore capable of owning 
slaves, cannot exceed 650,000. Among these there are 136,958 
slaveholders, or about one out . of every five. If then the 
50,000 male Methodists in this border territory, as a whole, 
hold slaves in the same proportion that others do, there are at 
least 10,000 slaveholders among these 100,580 Methodists. 

But even this is not a fair estimate. It is well known that 
the most wealthy class own the slaves in all the slave States ; 
and it is equally well known that the Methodists of Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia, are the wealthiest class in the com- 
munity. The just inference therefore is, that the Methodists 
there hold even more than an average proportion of the slaves. 



* A slight deduction eliould be made here for Soutliera Virj?inia, but as the con- 
duaioa is reached by the ratio of Bluveholder«, &c., it in nowise eflbcta the result. 

t This amount is estimated for tlioso portions of the Baitimore und PttiUidelphia 
Conference lying in slave territory. The bulauce is from the Minutc:i of 1858. 
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SSoimbody in these States liol<te nearly a million of human be- 
ings in bondage — one fourth of all the slaves in the United 
States — ^and the fair presumption is, that inasmuch as the Dis- 
cipline does not forbid it, the Methodifits there own their full 
share of them. And this presumption is strengthened by the 
opinions of those who have lived in those States, and know the 
amount of slaveholding there by our members. 

HL Some time in 1852, or 1863, we think, a slave escaped 
from his Methodist master, and fled into Pennsylvania. His 
master pursued him; the slave armed himself and resisted, 
and finidly the pursuing master, whose name was Gorsuch, we 
believe, waa shot and killed. Kot long after, a flaming obitu- 
ary of this Methodist man-stealer was published in the Chria- 
ticm Advocate and Jowmcd^ the great official organ of the 
Church, expressing much sympathy for the " unfortunate" op- 
pressor, but without an intimation of disapproval of the infa- 
mous business in which he lost his life. "We write wholly 
fbom memory, but presume most of our readers will recollect 
the circumstances.' 

rV. Dr. I. T. OooPKE, of the Philadelphia Conference, and 
a strong opposer of the abolitionists, declares that to such an 
extent are the male members of the Church in Maryland slave- 
holders, that the Official Boards could not be organized with- 
out taking auch for leaders, stewards, &c.^ Now there are 
some 100,000 members in that region, say 60,000 males. Ten 
(^cers to every hundred members is a large officiary, which 
would require only 5000 to fill the offices ; and yet Dr. Cooper 
informs us that these offices cannot be filled by non-slavehold- 
ers. There are not enough of them I If the doctor's excuse 
for trampling upon the "Discipline as it is," is founded in 
truth (which we cannot doubt), then have we, at least, 30,000 
instead of 10,000 slaveholders in Maryland and Yirginia alone. 
Only think of it I Of 60,000 male members in this part of our 
Church territory, not enough are ntt slaveholders to man the 
Official Boards! 

V. Eev. J. D. Long, in his "Pictures of Slavery in Church 
and State," declares that our members in Maryland and Vip* 
g^ma are deeply involved in slaveholding. 



• Ardolee ia the OkriMan Advocate and Jovmal. 
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Brother Long is now, and has been for some twenty yean, 
a worthy member of the Philadelphia Conference. He was 
born in Maryland ; his father was a slaveholder, and he him- 
self became the owner of a slave on the death of his father. 
But he manumitted him at once for Christ's sake ; and recent- 
ly, against every earthly interest, except the pleasure of doing 
right, has borne his solemn testimony against the smn of all 
villanies. For this he has been maligned and persecuted in 
almost every possible way ;* till at length he was obliged to 
flee, like a hunted roe, from the land of his birth and the grave 
of his father, to find a refuge and a home on the free soil of 
the North.f We know Brother Long personally, and we ven- 
ture the assertion, not only that prior to his recent disclosures, 
he was one of the last men in all his Conference whose word 
anybody would call in question ; but that no candid person 
can see and talk with him for an hour, without being satisfied 
of his entire truthfulness and moral honesty. And now what 
says Brother Long? Hear him ! 

" Acoording to the minates of the Oonference,^ in 1866, there were up- 
wards of 16,000 white metabers and probationers in the slave portion of 
the Conference. Of this number there are at least 1000^ meroenAir slave- 
holders ;§ these thousand slaveholders own at least 8000 slaves. Numbers 
own from five to ten. I know one individual who owns twenty. Intelligent 
laymen, in that section of the country, will not think this a large estinaate, 
but^iquite within the bounds of truth. 

I cannot speak for the Baltimore Oonferenoe, though it is certain that 
it has a vastly larger slaveholding territory than the Fhiladelpbda Gonfto- 
«nce. If that Oonference has jurisdiction over one thousand mercenary 
slaveholders, and these own 8000 slaves, then we have 6000 slaves owned 
by 2000 members of the Kethodist Episcopal Oburoh;, all sheltered by the 
Discipline of our Ohnrch. 

" It is my opini<m that 8000 of our Philadelphia Oonference members, 
who are not actual slaveholders, are yet advocates of slavery ; and would 
rejoice to inherit slaves, or otherwise obtain them. If theee 8000 or 6000 
•laves, doomed in their persons and poster!^ to toil that others may reap, 
Dould hav0 appeared before the General Oon^ronce of 1866, that noble and 

Senerous body of Ohristian ministers would have been moved to tears. In- 
eed, the poor slave cannot go to Conventions and Conferences to plead his 
own cause. He cannot know his benefactora. His mind is doomea to eter- 
nal barrenness. He who advocates his oausei, ih the pnblio estimation, par- 



* We have before oa a letter sent to him from Maryland, oontidQing a quantity <^ 
Mgroea' hair filled with Scotch anaff. These, we suppoae, an plantation logic— the 
black wool to stop the ears of Meroy, and snuff to blind Oie eyes of Joatioa, to 
slashed and bleeding bodies, and iHe seiwamB and entreaties oiF tortured slaves. 

t Brother Long is now settled at Aubora, N. T. 

t The Philadelphia, whioh takes in bnt a small portion of the slave territoir nndetr 
examinatioQ. . - 

S This does not indade all, of ofMirse. 
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takes in some degree of his def^dation. I will advance another opinion. 
I do it with caution. I know it will be called in question, if not positively 
denied ; but I conrt investigation ; and if the statement can be proved false, 
I will rejoice. 

" I make bold to declare that there are more slaves owned fww by mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Ohuroh than in 1845," &Q.—(Picturet^ 
p. 49.) 

In this estimate, Brother Long does not pretend to include 
all who hold slaves ; for he says : 

"By actual slaveholders, I mean those who hold them for gain, just as 
tlie utterly irreligious do; without any reference to brethren who have 
manumitted their slaves, to be free at twenty-five, thirty, or thirty-five 
years."— -(iJifl!.) 

Again : " At one small conntj appointment," says Brother 
Long, " in the fall of 1865 and winter of 1856, I knew two 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church who died and left 
from twenty-five to thirty slaves in bondage for life."* Li 
another place he says : 

"Within the last seven years, a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Ohuroh, of the highest standing, made a will, by which he left his slaves 
to be sold at auction to the highest bidder, the money to be invested for 
the use of his family. After his death, the will was carried out to the let- 
ter. This act was regarded as a shrewd business transaction by tlie com- 
munity in which he had lived, and was not thought to reflect in the slight- 
est degree on his Christian character. The newspapers eulogized his virtues 
in extravagant language. "—(Page 886.) 

Such then is the testimony of this unimpeached and umm- 
peachable witness, who has lived in the midst of slavery, and 
knows whereof he affirms ; and of whose motives for telling 
the truth it may be said, as one said of the Apostles^ 

Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice, 
Starving their gains, and martyrdom their piioe. 

VL Rev. J. M. McOabtee, another member of the Phila- 
delphia Conference, is our next witness. Brother M. is now 
(1858) stationed at Beading, Pa., and is both an able and 
worthy minister, and an excellent writer. In his startling 
pamphlet, " Border Methodiem <md Border Slcmery" he says : 

" Many of ovr prinaU members are $lateholder$. We do not say that these 
are nmneroaa when compared with the thousands of members in Maryland 
and Virginia, and Sussex county, Delaware. We have given some atten- 
tion to the question, and from our observation on the two districts, Easton 
and Snow Hill, we hav8 come to the conclusion, that there are about fifteen 
hundred members of our Ohuroh in the Philadelphia Annual Oonferenoe 



* Pictvru, p. 84. 
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who are slaveholders. We give five hundred to Easton and one thousand 
to Snow Hill "District. These, we think, are owners of about 4000 slaves. 
This is not too large an estimate. It has been made up and the figures ob- 
tained from those ministers who have spent a large part of the last ten 
years on those districts. My own observation would lead me to regard 
the number above given as probably porreot. ♦ * * ♦ The proportion 
of slaveholders to the entire membership (white) dn Snow Hill District is 
about one to every ten ; on Easton District, one to every seventeen." — 
(Page 21.) 

This estimate, it must be remembered, is only for two dia- 
tricts, in the Philadelphia Conference ; leaving the whole of 
the Baltimore, Kentucky, Missouri, and Arkansas Conferences 
out of the account. 

Vil. Bev. J. S. Lame, another member of the Philadelphia 
Conference, who has lived in " the infected district," fully con- 
firms the statements of Brothers Long and McCarter, as to the 
amount of slaveholding in this border region. Li his pam- 
phlet just published, Mwryland Sla/oery and MaryUmd 
ChivcJJry,^''* Brother Lame says ; 

" Such were the abominations of the traffic, as practised by Church mem- 
bers and ministirs, b^ professors and publicans, that we were driven to the 
admission that, considering the ciroumstancee, the American is the worst 
system of slavery that ever saw the sun ; and, Virith our eye fixed on the 
fires of the last judgment, we aver that such shocking abomination, grind" 
ing oppression, cruel barbarities, unrelenting despotism, and foul impurities, 
are practised on the Eastern Shore of Maryland, as would have disgi-aced 
earth's most barbarous age and nation. And vet the system, with which 
these atrocities seem insepavably connected, finds apologists innumerable in 
the Ohurch, and even among God's ministers.'' — (Page 6.) 

Take, also, the following additional extracts from the same 
work, as illustrating both ttie amowntoxy^ the character of the 
Methodist slaveholding in the PhJladelphia Conference. Don't 
fail to read it because it is in fine print : 

"A little more than a trwelvemonth since, member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch died, having left a slave, whom another Methodist sold to 
a ' nigger-buyer.' Another died within a shorter period of time, and bis 
two-legged cattle were sold along with his four-legged. A Methodist owned 
a slave girl that was receiving the attention of a colored man : he worked 
hard, lived economically, and bought this girl for a wife; he took a bill of 
sale, and filed a deed of manumission the same day. That slare never cost 
that Methodist master one cent; begot her by inheritance ; her splendid 
moral, spiritual, and litemry edocation devolved lapon the shoulders of oth- 
ers ; for, be it understood, that she graduated with distinguished honors at 
the most eminent literary institutioa for the people of color south of ibson 



* This title dc^ not Buffloiently iadioato the character of the work. It Rhoold 
nther b« MUed, Furiker Light upon Bordef JfModim and Border Slanry,^' as thM 
M'ttsTMl dntntetor.' 
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«nd Dixon's Line (her alma mater was the kitchen 1), yet when this honor- 
able^ high-minded negro man wanted a companion, he had to pay hundreds 
of dollars to a Methodist master for her.''— <Pages 81, 82.) 

" A devoted Methodist, recently in the presence of the writer, was dila- 
ting upon the thorough and eflScacious cowhiding he had given his black 
woman, for refusing patiently to submit to a thrashing from her indignant 
mistress I While listening to the recital, my blood boiled a little, but sud- 
denly cooled down lower than zero, upon recollecting that our Church is 
* conservative,' and that ' agitation is much to be deplored,' it being pecu- 
liary offensive to doctors."— (Page 29.) 

"In one of the epistles of 'Jnnios,' a Methodist master is spoken of 
who ^ boasted of the thorough and efficacious cowhiding he had adminis- 
tered to his slave women.' This good brother, becoming provoked at the 
miscondnct of one of his colored women, beat and stamped her to that de- 
gree, that medical aid was requisite to preserve life and restore health. It 
seemn thLt the flagellation of females is of frequent occurrence on the East- 
em Shore; for tinotber brother stoutly maintained that 'Jimius' meant 
him, for it was his case described. We learned that this brother employed 
a broom-handle for a rod of correction. And still another brother com- 
plained that ^Junius' had given to the public the fact that he had cudgelled 
his black women ; but gave the assurance that the whipping was deserved. 
Now we have to tell all these dear brethren, 'Junius' meant neither. It 
was a Methodist in another county to which he alluded." — (Page 49.) 

" On one occasion the narrator was at the house of the master, when 
some chickens were mis^g. The theft was attributed to a certain slave. 
He was called up, and denied the char(^e; but, as the narrator was leaving 
the farm, he heard the sound of heavy blows, and the voice of the slave 
crying: 'O my Gk)d, massa!' But no helping hand was nigh to deliver 
him. The slave who was at the wedding attempted to abscond ; he got as 
&r as the lower portion of the State of Delaware, and was apprehended. 
His master placed one end of a rope aronnd his neck, and fastened the other 
to his carriage, and thus brought him home in hot haste." — (Page 10.) 

" We have seen sights, and heard sounds, that might make the cheeks 
of a devil blu&h for his honor. We have seen the child of three summers 
torn from its mother's convulsive grasp, where her groans might almost bo 
heard by the minister' in the Methodist Eoiscopal sanctuary. We have 
seen the panting fugitive dragged back to his hated task. We have seen 
the ministers of Christ offer their reward for the return of runaways ; and 
we have known one to spend the sacred Sabbath in getting the dogs of 
the law to fasten their fiangs lu the flesh of bis brother — (one of his own 
color). We have seen the wife violently separated fh)m the husband ; and 
the children separated from the mother. These are the natural and inevi- 
table product of the system of slavery — a system that finds a thousand 
apologists."-- (Page 66.) 

" Their magnificent, may I not aay princelv entertainment, for a fortnight, 
o(!fisisted of one peck of unsifted oom-meal, ten pounds of pork, or rather 
rancid baoon, and one quart of molasses. Often have I seen £hose negroes, 
property, too, of that wealthy Methodist, work in the suHr/ sun till twelve 
o'clock at noon, and then come to the kitchen to nuz and cook their chicken 
feed for dinner, and on bended knees, from my wife would beg a little salt." 
-HQPage U.) 

"A slavei, belonging to a Methodist of extensive wealth, waited on the 
writer, uad designated an evening on which he wished to be paarried, and 
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brought with him, as is usual in such oases, a certificate from the master, 
which we insert : 

" ' Mr. Lane you may marry my man John to my girl An. i give my 
concent. (Signed) J. S.' 

" We told plain John that he ought to ask 'mam John' for a dollar to 
give the preacher for getting married ; and John brought the munificent 
sum of twenty-five cents." — (Page 9.) 

" For his first wife he married a slave belonging to ; that 

sold his wife and a part of his children South. Said I, ' Why did yon not 
marry a free girl?' 'I was gnine to, massa, but massa told me he put me 
in his pocket (that is, sell him to the South), if I married a free girl.' " — 
(Page 18.) 

By the laws of the Slave States, children follow the condi- 
tion of the mother ; hence, if the poor slave married a free 
woman, his children would be free. Hence the master com- 
pelled him to marry a slave, that he might enslave his children. 
Brother Lame proceeds : 

" As to the statement [of Brother Long] of the number of slaves held by 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1 do not think it at all ex- 
travagant. A certain church, on a certain circuit, numbering only one 
hundred members, will furnish one sixtieth of that number; multiply every 
one hundred members in the slaveholding district, by fifty, and see the 
product."— (Page 30.) 

There are now over 18,000 white members in the Wilming- 
ton and Snow Hill districts ; hence, if every one hundred held 
fifty slavp, there must be 9000 slaves held by Methodists in 
those two districts alone. 

Speaking of a conversation with one of his stewards, Brother 
Lame says : 

" It was there warmly maintained, by a circuit steward, that he did not 
pretend to hold his slaves for any other purpose whatsoever than a merce- 
nary purpose, if by mercenary is meant for hire or gain ; and he was utterly 
unable to understand the speech of Rev. J. A.-Oollins, delivered at the late 
General Conference, in which he asserted that there w little or no merce- 
nary slaveholding in the Church." — (Page 29.) 

The Statement here alluded to, was in the Pastoral Address, 
and not in Mr. Collins* speech. Jlr. C. had the frankness to 
say in private more than once, that the Methodists in the Bal- 
timore Conference held their slaves for the same reason that 
bthers did, viz., because they wanted their work. 

But to proceed with our extracts : 

" One old, back-bent, hard-banded man of toil stated that, in his younger 
days, he labored all day for his master, and spent the whole of six conseon- 
tlve nights working for his personal benefit; and that, when he ezproesed 

1,1^ o * ^ sin, his master, to intimidate hiq, threatened to 

•til him SoBth. He marked a slave, and, m a ooAae^noe, that wife^ with 

4 
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a portiou of biit children, are now toiling under the burning sun of the 
SoQth."— (Pj»ge 8-) 

We close with the following illustration of the blessedness 
of being owned by a pious Methodist master : 

" On one occasion, I fonnd ft little black girl oinployed as waiting-maid, 
in fact a general convenience. She seemed like an inoffensive, timid crea- 
ture. A severe snow-storm arrived about the same time we did, and the 
weather was fearfully cold. ' Hett' must with dispatch execute all orders, 
whether issued by her master of forty, or her master of four years of age. 
Uer wearing api>arel consisted of two garments. Frequently have I seen 
her ankle deep in the snow, with neither shoes nor stockings on. Hett 
fell heir to all the supernumerary shoes of the family, great and small ; and 
when, from long service to others, they became snperannuated, it was her 
fortune to l>e destitute. Her suffering condition appealing to my sympa- 
thies, on condition of her performing a small job, I promised to purchase 
her a pair of shoes. But this proposition seemed to arouse the dormant 
humanity i)f his ra^estv, her liege lord, and he procured her a pair. Ta- 
king a walk unexpectedly on the lawn in the rear of the house, I found 

rior Hett 'getting it good,' as it is termed, with a large sized lioop-i»oW. 
quietly returned, not having any special preference for such spectacles. 
One day Hett came to my room, to receive my «)rderrt as v.snal, when upon 
looking np i found a frightful gash in her cheek. Said I, ' What is the 
matter?* She hung her head, and refused to answer; but on being pro!«Med, 
and a88i;red that no danger would follow, she replied : 'Massa.' 'Where 
was it done?' 'In the barn.' 

" I felt indignant that such a looking object should have been pennitted 
to enter my rmnu. A few mornings subsequently I naw barefooted Hett 
come from the barn with a bleeding face, followed by her master. As the 
kind-hearted brother approached, I inquired if it was he that had struck 
her in the face. ' Don't know,' was the answer. I replied, 'You ought to 
know.' 

"Some time subsequently my soul was sickened at the sight of Uer fore- 
head laid 0{)en for an inch and a half in length, and penetrating to the 
bkuil. I determined to invesUgate the matter, and found that a whipping 
was the cause of the wound^ ftcd not by the lash. Her gracious master, 
attempting to ohAstise her while standing on tlie ice, she, in an effort to 
dodge the blow, fell and struck her head. * * * ♦ Poor Hett ! I have 
devoutly prayed that she might soon die, for death can bo her only deliv- 
erance." — (Pages 15, Id.) 

Such is the testimony of Brother I member of the 

Philadelphia Conference, who has lived in tlie midst of our 
border Methodism apd slavery, and knows whereof he aflSrms. 
And yet we have professed anti-slavery ministers among us, 
even at the North, who think we have but little slavehblding 
in our Church on the border, aud that of a very mild and anti- 
slavery type! Oh, for some potent eye-salve, that they may 
see and believe t 



Vm. Bev. H. O. AxwATEai, of the Providence Conference, 
QO'V eto^oned at South Mancheeter, Connecticut, made a tour 
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through four of the Border Conferences to ascertaiu, by per- 
sonal observation, the true connection of our Church there with 
slavery ; and in an article in Zion^a Merald for October 21, 
1857, he gives us the results of his observation. Hiough the 
article is somewhat long to copy entire, ^we conclude to lay it 
before our readers, as it affords the best possible testimony 
upon the point in hand, and is richly worth perusal. 

Dr. Haven had just before been eulogizing the Missouri and 
Arkansas Methodists as " anti-slaveiy," to which Brother At- 
water thus triumphantly replies : 

" POSITION OF OUR BORDER BRETHREN ON THE SUBJECT OF 

SLAVERY. 

"Me. EorroR: — "Will you allow a word of coirection in respect to one or 
two sentences of an editorial headed ' Our Southwestern Border,' in the 
Herald of September 16th ? I feel assured you wish to state the truth, and 
would not have made those statements if you had been personally acquaint- 
ed with the facts in the case. Speaking nf the objections many have to the 
appropriation of missionary money to bnild up pro-slavery churches in the 
Border Conferences, yon say: 'Our Church is there decidedly an anti- 
slavery Church.' Again, * Our Church is the great anti-slavory vanguard 
in tliose States.' I wish it were even so; then would there be hope for our 
Church and our country. But nothing is further from the truth. 

Some months since I resolved to ascertain personally the facts in the 
case. I travelled extensively in Missouri, Arkansas, Kentucky, and Vir- 
ginia, and the result of that thorough examination was, that I found no 
Methodists more intensely pro-slavery in Alabama, Lonisiana, or in any of 
the ' fire-eating' parts of the South, than I found the members of our mis- 
sion churches to be in the Border Conferences; thej^ utterly abjure the 
name of abolitionists, or of having any sj'nipathy with Ithe anti-slavery 
movements in the free States. It mattei's not how many slaves a man 
owns, it is no objection to his becoming a member of those mission 
churches. It is true, as you set forth in that article, that the Church Sonth 
charge the members of our Church in the Missouri, Arkansas, and Ken- 
tucky Conferences with belonging to an anti-slavery body. And now, if 
our membership there could or would admit the truthfulness of the charge, 
and reply, 'What you think our disgrace, we consider ovlt hightit glory,, 
and.are ready to acknowledge' that we intend to labor in all proper ways 
for the freedom of the slave,' I should be in favor of pouring out our money 
like water to sustain them. I wish there was some proof that they are the 
vanguard of freedom's army ; but, alas I on tlie contrary, they most une- 
quivocally and categorically deny the charge that any anti-slavery blood is 
in their veins, or that any action of the General Conference can be pointed 
out to prove that the Church North is abolitionized. They tell them, truth- 
fully, that the division of 1844 did not turn on the hinge of tho sin of sla- 
very, but on the minor and non-essential point, whether a bishop might 
hqld slaves or not. They remind them of the thousands, of slaves held 
without a word of rebuke by the membership, in six of the Oonferenoea of 
the Northern Church ; that travelling preachers even, in thrae Ooniferenoes, 
have t^eir houses filled pp with slaves, have all the avails of slave- 
labor, if the wife's father, or some convenient friend, only holds the tide- 
deed. They quote to their Southern c&lumaiators, as |>erfeot extiii|$ai8bert| 
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the hair^spua and sophistical argumonts of those who are wearing out lite 
ia 0x6 h(»u)rablewark(f) of showing that slavery is 'constitutionally' in the 
Church, and encompassed and defended with brazen armor. And I am 
only sorry to say, that the pro-slavery course of the Church North furnishes 
them vrith abundance of material to silence those who accuse them of be- 
longing to an anti-slavery Church. 

"The position of the ITorthern and Southern Methodist Episcopal Ohnrches 
in the disputed territory may be somewhat illustrated by reference to the 
Old and New School Presbyterian Churches in the South ; they are crowd- 
ing and jostling, each trying to obtain the advantage of the other, tiHing 
the community with bitterness and sectarianism, while both are there 
heartily pro-slavey. The points upon which they differ are so trivial, that 
they ought never to be mentioned amoag Christian brethren. 

" The result with them and with us is ?nis, that party spirit, aided by mis- 
sionary money from those who sympathize with either side, keeps two 
small churches in existence, where it wonM be far better for the quiet and 
religious welfare of the community if there was but one. 

'' The American Home Missionary Society' has adopted a most salutary 
rule, which works well for the cause of numanity, viz., that they will grant 
funds to no Church that allows slaveholders among its members. We must 
adopt the same, if we would have our missionary treasury full ; it is too 
late in the day to suppose that anti-slavery men will contribute money to 
build up pro-slavery churches. The patrons of the Missionary Society have 
a right to know Juno their money it expended. 

"This question is now before the churches, and must be met without any 
dodging. Let those who have any personal knowledge of the anti or pro 
slavery character of the churches assisted by the missionary money in the 
Border Conferences, bring it forward. H. 0. Atwater." 

In commenting upon this letter, in the same paper, Dr. 
Haven said : 

"Now we place implicit confidence in his testimony based on actual ob- 
servation. There never was a grosser mistake — to call it by no graver 
name — than that insisted upon at the last Greneral Conference, and repeated 
earnestly since, that mercenary slaveholding does not exist undisturbed in 
tome of the societies connected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. This 
fact is asserted by Rev. J. D. Long, and others who must know. It is as- 
sertetl by our corresjjondenfc from actual observation. It is asserted, too, 
by a whole class of witnesses, consisting of ministers of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Ghnrch South, whom, of course, our friends on the Border will and 
mast allow to be good witnesses, since they interchange pulpits with them, 
and invite them to preach at our camp-meetings, and to dedicate our 
churches to Almighty God.** 

Such seem to have been the views of Dr. Haven a year ago, 
though lately he seems to have concluded, despite the testi- 
mony of Brother Atwater and others whom he named in this 
artide, that the far western border, at least, is decidedly anti- 
slarcry 1 He " don't believe a word" of the statement that 
they are otherwise 1 1 We regret this seeming vacillation on 
the part of the Herald^ but hppe, after it has swung like a pen- 
dulum to the other extreme, it will come back to the above 
faith again before 1860. 
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Desiring to obtain the most reliable information from origi- 
nal sources, we addressed a letter of inquiry to Rev. Brother 
Atwater, and since the above was written have received tlie 
following answer, which we commend to the reader's especial 
attention : 

• " South Makohksteb, Or., October 6, 1853. 

" DEA.B Bbothbe M. : — I am the person you refer to in your note of in- 
quiry. * ♦ * * Ever since the formation of those missionary Border 
Conferences in slave territory, our Conference lias been assured by those 
managing the missionary money in New York, that it was for our highest 
interest, as anti-slavery men, to keep those missionaries there — that they 
were hiboring most efficiently for the overthrow of slavery, «fcc. 

'* Knowing that those Conferences were established by the pro-slavery 
pairty in the Church, to strengthen their interest, and that the men labor- 
ing there had been taken from strong^ not to say rabid pro-slavery Confer- 
ences, I had reason to doubt whether th-^y were doing efiScient service in 
the anti-slavery cause. 

" I therefore gave six months of time and money to the examination of 
the Border work, and the region beyond. Travelling in Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia, as well as in the States bordering 
on the Mexican Gulf~so that I can probably say, without egotism, that I 
am better posted with facts in regard to the number of slaves held in the 
Border Conferences, as a whole, and of t'le strength of the slaveholding 
spirit among preachers and i>et)pU there, t'.an any other person in the 
Church North. 

Among many thin^ learned in that examination, the following /a<;<« 
xcere fully demonstrated: 

'^Pirat, That the Methodist Episcopal Church North, in the slaveholding 
States and in tlie mission Conferences referred to, both as to ministers and 
members, were a« strongly pro-slavery as the Methodist Episcopal Church 
South. Both, with equal sensitiveness, repudiated the idea of being aboli- 
tionists, or of having any svmpathy with an abolition Church, or of desiring 
to have the slaves eiyoy liberty. 

" Secondly, The fact of owning slaves, of living on the toil of unrequited 
labor, is not the slightest bar to membership in any of our mission churclies. 

" Thirdly, Tliat it is a great and uncalled-fur waste of missionary money 
to keep men in those Mission or Border Conferences, pretiohing an emascu- 
lated Gospel, silent upon one of the greatest sins upon which the sun 
shines; building up pro-slavcrj' chnrches to head off the spirit of unti- 
slav jry, wliich has become so strong that it vlkreatens to give this monster 
sin uo longer a baptized place in the Church. The heathen are calling in 
vain for the word of God, while thousands of money are turned aside to 
cherish and make strong the pro-slavery interest in the Church. 

'^Fourthly, Should a census be taken by our Church of the number of 
slaves held by her members (as there ought to be, and which could be done 
with little trouble), it would greatly astonish Uiose who, without having 
examined this subject personally, honeotly believe that the instances of 
slaveholding are very rare among our members. 

"Sympathizing with you in behalf of the oppressed, and earnestly desi- 
ring that our sacred missionary money may no longer oe turned aside from 
promulgating &free Gospel to dd one that is bound, and offers ohiuns to 
the colored man — I remain fraternally yours, 

"H. 0. Atwatm." 
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One would very naturally conclude from the drift of this 
letter, that we had inquired with special reference to our 
southwestern Mission Conferences. But this was not the case. 
Our inquiry related to the letter in the Herald^ already insert- 
ed on p. 51, and to the general suhject of Methodist slave- 
holding on the Border, And such is the testimony of this 
most competent and reliable witness. 

IX. Abthub Hughes, Esq., of Syracuse, N. Y., was in Jef- 
ferson City, Missom-i, a year ago last August. While there, 
he stopped at the house of a Methodist lady. One morning 
he heard the slashings of a horsewhip, and a terrible outcry 
from a young female slave, and on going to the window saw 
this Methodist sister whipping her slave most unmercifully. 
The crime for which she was thus brutally scourged was this : 
the slave had a little boy, a mulatto, whose every feature and 
action proclaimed him Uie grandchild of this Methodist slave- 
.holder ; and in washing the little fellow, his slave mother had 
used a little more water (which had to be drawn from the riv- 
er) tlum her mistress thought she ought to ; and then came the 
lash. And what is still worse, this slaveholding, slave-whip- 
ping mother in Israel — ^this model Missouri Methodist — boasted 
of having been for thirty-seven years a member of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church ; and, like the slaveholding Dr. Deems, 
at that very time professed to enjoy the blessing of entire sanc- 
tiiication ! 

Brother Hughes is a worthy citizen of Syracuse, upon whose 
testimony any jury would hang any Methodist preacher in 
America, if he had committed a capital offence ; and such is 
his positive knowledge of the " anti-slavery" character of Mis- 
souri Methodism, in one instance at least. I^or will it be a 
sufficient answer for some brother in Kansas or in St. Louis to 
say, " we don't know of any such Methodism." What if they 
don't know of it? Others do, and their testimony is positive 
and unimpeachable^ Slaveholding Missouri Methodism is like 
the same kind of Methodism of all other States, — corrupt 3S 
Sodom, and cruel as the grave. 

X. That slaveholding is largely practised by our member- 
ship on the Border Conferences may be inferred from the fol- 
lowing significant facts^: 

(1.) A motion was made at the last General Conference to 
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change the General Rule on slavery, so that it should forbid 
" the buying, selling, or holding a huuiah being as property." 
When the vote was taken on this proposition, all the delegates 
from the slaveholding Conferences voted against it Of the 
thirty-three delegates from the Philadelpliia, Baltimore, "West- 
ern Virginia, Kentucky, Missouri, and Arkansas Conferenetv, 
none were absent, and not a vote was lost. They voted " aoUd"^ 
against any change, thus showing that for some reason they 
did not wish to prohibit slaveholding in the Methodist Epi8Ci>- 
pal Church.— (See Joui-mlf&r 1856, p. 127.) 

(2.) At a later period in the Conference, a motion was made 
as follows : 

"jS«ofoe<Z, That the Book Agents and Tract Secretary be, and they 
hereby are, instructed to pnblish, in tract or book form, such anti-slavery 
matter aa the subject of ilavery may demand, including Mr. Wesley'* 
Thoughts ou Slavery." 

On this question, all the above delegates first voted to post- 
pone action indefinitely ; and when that failed, all voted against 
tJie resolution. This shows us precisely tohat kind of "anti- 
slavery" our ministers inculcate in Maryland, Virginia, Mis- 
souri, &c. ; and what the probabilities are as to the amount of 
slaveholding in the Border Conferences. 

XI. Apart from all other testimony, it is matter of public 
notoriety on our Northern border, that a large proportion of 
the slaves who run away are the " property" of professed Metli- 
odist masters. We have conversed with many, on their way 
to a land of freedom, and we give it as our deliberate opinion 
that three fourths of all the fugitives who pass over the eastern 
branch of the underground railroad, run away from Methodist 
mjisters in Maryland and Virginia — ^from the Goi-suches and 
Harpers and Pattisons and Traverses of Border Methodism. 

Such are the evidences upon which we base our belief tliat 
we have now from ten to twenty thousand lay and unofficial 
slaveholders in the Methodist Episcopal Church. And yet. 
with all these facts existing, whetlier known to any Northern 
delegates or not, the last General Conference were so misled 
by the Border delegates, or something else, as to declare, m 
their Pastoral Address, that " little ob kg mebcukaby slavk- 

HOLDma EXISTS IN THE CbUBChI"^^ 



* printed Jonmal, p. 297. 
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C.IIAPTEK IT. 

SLAYEnOLDING OFFICIAL IVffiMBERS, LEADERS, STEWARDS, 

' TRUSTEES, &o. 

I;ET US next inqiiire to what extent slav eliolding has come to 
be practised by official members, such as class-leadei-s, stew- 
ards, trustees, and exhorters, ir» the Border Conferences. 

Though the Discipline nowhere prohibits slaveholdiiig in 
the private membei-ghip, it does expressly forbid it- in official 
members. It declares, page 212, that " no slaveholder shall 
be eligible to any official station in our Ohurch hereafter, 
where the laws of the State in which he lives will admit of 
emancipation,* and permit the liberated slave to enjoy free- 
dom,' Now the laws of Maryland, Yirg'nia, Delaware, the 
District of Columbia, Kentuc^, Missouri, and Arkansas, all 
" admit of emancipation, and allow the liberated slave to en- 
joy freedom." Ihere were in those States and the District, in 
185{), according to the census, no less than 170^409 free people 
of color: viz., in tht> District of Columbia, 10*050 ; in Delaware, 
18,073; in Maryland, 74,723 ; in Yirginia, 54,383 ; in Ken- 
tucky, 10,011 ; 4n Missouri, 2611 ; and in Arkansas, 608. The 
laws of all this " Border" do therefore admit of emancipation, 
and over all the territoiy a slaveholder is ineligible ts> any 
ecclesiastical office by. the long-established law of the Church. 
But how is this law regarded ? 

L Db. I. T. CooPEE, already refen-ed to, in his defence of 
the administration on the Border, admits that a, large portion 
of the officers of the Church there, leaders; trustees, stewards, 
&c., are slaveholders: His excuse is, that there are so few 
who do not hold slaves, that they could aot get enough of such 
to constitute the official bojirds ! 

* It ehortld be distinctly naderetood, in considering these cases, and those of the 
ocal and travelling preachers tliat follow, that the laws of all the States in which we 
i.^»vo skveljoldiflgmembers, allow of emancipution to the fallest extent. Tbey^are 
not retrained, therefore, by the laws of the land. Bnt an effort is being made in 
Maryland, we believe, to secure a law forbidding all emancipation ; and we have 
great reason to fear that oiir membership there jxd herping on tho project. With 
svch a law, leaders and stewards, local preachers, preachers in charge, and presi- 
ding eldere, conld all hold slaves without a breach of oilr present Lower Law 
Discipline. We hope, therefore, it will be keyed np at this point by the next Gen- 
eral Conference, and placed a little above the nlave laws of Maryland. 



il. Bk. Loji'G repeatedly declares tliai; no attention is paiij 
to tlie Discipline xipoi; this point — t.liat stewards, leaders, and 
trustees hold slavv^5 with impunity. In a letter to the E". C. 
Advocate, some months since, he says : 

"Chattel Bk\'ery still exists in the Methodist, Episcopal Church in the 
St-ates of Delaware, Marj'hind, and Virginia. The pra<:tkal and &dminis- 
irative exaviple and influence of the Church iu those States i3 to perpetuate 
and ext -shd slavery, as far as the Philadelphia Oonference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch is concerned. I will name some of the circuits Ts^ithin 
the alaveholdiPj^' portion of oui' Conference: Smjrna^ Denton, Talbot^ 
Eaoton, Oentreville, Kent Island, Sudlorsvilleij Kent, MiHington, Seafoni, 
Federalshurg, Dorchester, Church Creek, Cambridge, Blackwat^r,, Quaa- 
tico, Salisbury, Princess Anne, Annaiuessex, Accomac, Northamoton, N'ew 
Town, Snow Hill, Berlin, Worcester, Lewis, and Georgetown. 1 give it'sa 
my opinion that one half the number of all the trustees, class-leaders, ex- 
torters, ste vards, and local preaohevs on these oirouits are slaveholders.'* 

in. Bf. MoCasteb bears testimony upon the jsame point. 
He says: 

'■''Many of the stewards are slaveholders. To a great extent this ofidce 
js represented by tho moneyed raeu in the Oharoh— -the lai^ holders of 
property. One half of -the whole number of stewards csi those districts are 
probably slaveholders. While on the upper portions of Maryland anu in 
Delaware they' are comparatively bnt as one in five, on the soothera por- 
tions of both districts the precise reverse niay lie taken as the ratio. One 
half of the trustees of churches are probably connected wifch slave/y. 
Exhortere, leaders, and local preachers are slaveholders." — (Page 21.) 

IT. Brother Lame, who is also well acquainted mth the 
facts, so far as the southern part of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence 18 concerned, and who has been driven from his cii'cnit 
in Maryland withia a year for writing certain anti-slavevy 
articles for Zion^s Herald., fully corroborates the statements of 
Brothers Long and McCarter upon thi& jpoint Indeed, naosit 
of the stewards who drove him off were slaveholders/ Even 
one of the lay delegates nt the last PhiladehAia Conference — 
a Mr. Harper, we believe— was a slaveholder and a lofeal 
preacher, a very suiteble layman to sit witib, the slaveholding 
poruon of the ministers. 

In regard to slaveholding official members, Br. Lame says : 

"I have class-ieadere, stewards, eshorters, local weachers, white 
andblack, that hold slaves."— (Page 22.) 

"Among the niimb*»r [of slaYc*) owned on bis circuit] are fwelve "bolott^ 
ing to a circuit steward of the Methodist Epfecopal Cuuroh,"— '(Page M.) 

"Tho Discipline certainly declares slaveholders ineligible to official sta- 
tion ill the Church; bnt the members of the board of stewards owned at 
feast thirty slaves, and bougnt, bred, beat, and sold them Ubitwrn. One 
member of that board we had frequently heard make the boastful assertion, 
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tli^t tlio moinoivc liia servants were ditisatisfied and wjshitl another master, ■ 
thej wore at porfoofc lsb<^rty to go. So, taking the good brotber at hia own 
proposal, one night tiio wnole posse took French leave ; but no sooner was 
t>ie fact known that thoy had gono, than a large revrard Was offered for 
their apprehension and recovery."— (Pago 7.) 

Y. In !N"oY6mber, 1867, twenty-eight fugitive slaves came 
lip tbroiigli Syracuse by the lindergronnd raikoad, and passed 
on to Canada. At tiie same time the following advertiseinent 
api:cfired in the Oamh'idge (Md.) Demoo^at for Kov. 4, 1857 : 

i& A ^3?0*PO BEWABB. Kan away from the snbscriber, 
»L ^^^^^^7 night, 24th inst., .fourteen head of negroes, viz. : 4 

•■ JS M«JeSI men, 3 women, one boy, and seven children^ Kit is about 85 
yearsr of age, 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high. Joe is about 80 years old, very 
black, his t«eth &rt[ very white, anid is about 5 feet 8 inches high. Henry 
is' about *jSi years old, of dark ohesnut color, and large front teeth, Joe H 
about 20 years old, heavy built, and black. Tom is about 16 years old, 
light ohesnut color. Susan is about 85 years, old. dark ohesnut color, and 
rather stout built, speaks rather slow, and has with, her 4 children, varying 
from 1 to 7 years old. Leah is about 28 years old, about 5 feet high, dark 
oh^nut colctp, with 8 children, 2 boys and 1 girl, from 1 to 8 years old. I 
will ^ve $1000 if taken in the county, $1600 if taken out of tihe county 
iaad in the State, and $2000'if tjdien out of the State; in either case to be 
lodgM in Oambridge jail, so that I can get them again; or I will give a 
fair proportion of the above reward if any part are secured. 

Samuei. Paxtibon, 
26i 1857. Near Oambridge, Md. 

"P, S.— Siuce writing the above; I have discovered that my negro 
wonma Sarah Jane, 25 years old, stout built, and chesnut color, has also 
run off. . , S. P." 

T- clfow thiis " Brother: Pattison" is & rpember in higK standing 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Dorchester coimty, Hd,, 
and a stewjard in the Church* What a gem of a Methodist he 
miist be I How closely he has kept tojiie Bisciplihej and to 
the ansient landmarks as laid down by Wesley/ and Clarke, 
and W'atgojQ,;and Coke, and Asbury, imd ijcxr^ttsonj and Mc- 
Kendveel Shame on him, and upon all ctlier au^h hypocrites 
sad apostates from God and, from origiual Methodism ! It is 
enough to make flie body of Wesley tiixn oter in its grave 
to call such men Methodists. But we need npt multiply 
proofs, illustrations, or comments under this head. The pre- 
ceding are so clear aacf indubitable, that %e should be likely 
to,we«ken ,.'ather than strengthen the impression by a further 
accumulatica of testimony. • 
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BLAVEHOLDIIJG LOOAI, PBEACHERS, DEACONS, AND EI,DERS. 

AccoKDiNG to tlie general minutes f»>r ISSS, there are now in 
the six slaveliolding Conferences 101*j local preachers, viz. : in 



Two Baltimores. a90 

Philadelphia 3S8 

Westeru Virginia. 17C 



Kentuolty 81 

Missouri , 86 

Arkansaa. , 29 



Votai.................... ,1012 

Allowing two hunflred for those portions of the PhiladelpHa 
and Baltiinote Confer 3iiceB that axa on free soil, we shall have 
812 local preachers in slave territory, a large portion of whom 
we liave reason to believe are slaveholders. • 

I. In his" reply to the denial of Kev. F. G. HibBard, Dr. Lke, 
of iihe BichrnoTid Christian, Advocate^ asserts that Local 
preachers; and ordained ministers in the local ranks in the 
Methodist Episcopal - GhurcJi Korth, are slaveholders," No- 
tice, also, Ms declarations, copied at length in the next chapter. 

n. Dr. M'FEBEKsr, editor of the 2V<w4i?*^ iC^m^n Ad^o- 
e<z5e, is eqnaiiy fuli a^i<^^ explicit In his jirinted letters to 
Bishop Morris, which have never been conlra.dicted nor an- 
swered, he, says :^ 

"Ton kao^ that in Maryland and Virginia you have hnadseds, ye^^ 
thousands of niembera who hold slaves^ that you have ordained deacons 
and elders m the ministry of your Ohurch, who are dayeholdei-s. Ytm 
yourself have ordained to the office and work of th<i minislry ni&ny a alavje- 
holder.^^ * * * Bishop Waugh, Bishop Morris, and Bishop Janes, to 
njy icertmn knowledge^ iiave each ordained siaveheiders' to the office of 
deacon and. elder." — First tetter t4> Bishop Morris. 

We suppose most of, these cases were local preaehets, and 
hence introdnce the testimony here ; but thej« are matters in 
the letter which will make it e<|imUy pertinent in t|ie tiekt 
ek^p^ter, where we shaU intrdduce^itiagaim fe^ ajid 
i^th additional comments. ^ , j ? " > " 

n^. ceiebi^ted' memorial froni t^^^ Westmoreland Gii'- 
cnit, Baltimore Conference, which was sient to fJlie /general 
Coxrferencfi! of ISiO, represented 'Hliat loeal preachers vrithin 
the jurisdiction of the Baltimore Conference," btit i^^dihg in 
the commonwealth of Yirgima, have, in eonaideratile humbers, 
and for a succession of yeara, been rejected m applicants for 
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deacons' and elders' orders in the ministry, solely on the 
ground of thoir being slaveliolders, or the owners of slaves;" * 
FronPt tjiis ij; is evident that at that time, and "for a succession 
of years,** local preachers " in considerable numbers" were and 
ha^ . beep, slaveholders in Virginia. And it is not likely that 
it has gro^ tHjy better ance. 

IV.^.Rev. Mr. Clemm, agent for the New Baltimore pt^er, 
stated on the ftoor of the last Philadelphia Clonfsrenoe, that 
the Baltimore Conference could not now prevent a slavehold- 
ing local preacher from being ordained, even if disposed to do 
8&; «4id he prewimed the Philif^elphia Conference could not. 
To #1$. statemceat no ©kceptions were 4»ken. We understood 
titui , mpE^rk to imply |hat such was the state of pul)Uc sentir 
ment in that region, iUKd the iu^nence of sl^^very, that it yroulid 
notri do !to refi^BQ to ordainja s^ply because he was a 
aUv^holder.! :., . 

T. Thee i^lld'^ng ease in point was furnished for the Morth- 
0m Jndepeftdera in May kfit^ by Bev. J. B. Long: ) j 

^ i^telteV. Heniy Btatt, a me doUred nion reid^i^'on the Eastesfn Bhorb 
of KuTla)bi^ and a I4eai preaHer tu the Philadelj^ Annuoi Ooofereooe 
<^ ib» MtthodiU^ .^fmcopal CRiiwrtih^ has. h; the totw of his talents and' in- 
dastry, iu!<mma]alM ooneiderable weidih. There is no ptieof that theBav. 
Hntt V or has evi^r been ah abolitionist. - He is a oon«erv«tim. no<4<n^|. 
It appears that some months ago a done ovmed by the I^r. J^tnnf. oon- 
dnoed to take the underground railroad for the bind of the free, but ndled, 
wtti «4Mi^t, Iwoui^ baak te^tl^ Bev. «2fflMdbaldUr, trae aold.to the South, 
'■^ aad ^ laom^ pookMed by said Hott. Th» Qaarteilr OonferenoA didr;not 
me Awajr Mb Ho^sqi^ for tiHs oonduet and >.e is stiil a )o }a& preaoher .So 
ourOhanb^ Ko#, if said Eeaiy had helped a maa of .b^ omria oolov. l^ 
TUB airar from woMe titian %yptiaa boadage, the Church would ifaii.Ye 
bnkiiawt hi& ^Hth disgraoe^ aaifm^fitate feat 1^ to;the FeniteK(aary>'^ 

yjL S^ ^of^^v, case in point wiU be found in the follpiiir- 
iixg^jE^jOfitiae^ frdii^ the Jhrnocfrat. 

ift^ ' #8B0;BiSWABI)« Ban^way ftom the subacnber, from 
V A ^"n^boriwMl of Terwh Point, on datorday htght^^!lthiwfc; 

my neero man, Aivon Ootnish, atNH^'SS^f^ oic^ He i» abont 
1^%tH, lO; tb^^ U||t, bhuek, good IopUiue, rather. pleasant oonnteQaaee, 
aulea^yaiseff wkhT^^ ^'4^ off hU %Hfe 

Baffh^ tii^yrmim bal^Qgiiig toBbeabeBSlPhlliML I«ig^T«itb» 
Aia^}nmptAii.iam^^^ eoaa^^^Mdj^WK^If jtdL inj^.p^ty; 
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'Htffi g^ntlethan^ saya !^othor Long^ is a wealthjf ioioel 
preacher in our Chnrch, on Taylewp's Islai»l, Dorchester ooacty^ 
Hd. Brothers McCarter and LiEune confirm the statomj^^. . 

^^ a letter dated Taylot^s Island, Feb. 1^ 1858, pnbUBhed 
in the £)bmdn(ij7« (Md.) Ea^^ and signed Levi CD. Traren^^ 
we find the following. Speaking of Broths Long^a ^cpoeare 
of his iniqaity, he says : / i 

now propose to ftj|)eak in my own ^«ftooe, tefors that oomrt 
my Eo«l«aias6iQ&l Jvdge^ baa been plowed to arca^ ine» ia ohoitig^ 1»« 
hss beep very narefiil to state that I am a local pr^oher of tbe Hediodbt. 
Episcopal Ghnrch — a truth I would not disguise. I am vi hnmble lod^ 
i reacher of the said Ohnroh, a po^tioa I pray Qod' I nay^ver dii^ 9(v: 
I love^e Methodiat Episcopal Obnroli; {»l|e is W qfiritoa),ov><^r< , 
took me in when I was a helpless Infant ; I have bee^n rooked in her cra- 
dle, nnrthred in her Ifip, eddoated in'her^hoo), )jtnd^61>8Ciit« tocher Uf#^' 
efkk <tf religion and Inddne her^^diwtpliae^ anddaidfe naamendsunt^ I 
prefer )ler^to a1» th/|» ,TMioas braaci)^,«!f pUi^'a v^^ 
believe her to be the truest resemblMioe of the ApostoUc Oharoh.^ I wm 
battU njpon her fields, figfat under h^r blinner 4rhiM she holds «b fte^ lf^i^ 
leyani diteiplin^ ;BDt # she «hniges her oolom I duOl thp6w off ii(B»>' 
gianoe to her before her fiUbii^terua^ soiU shall «pMe n^e put, and joint 
self to another division of tiiie family of Obd. t <Un liso" cbatsptd iHnB^ 
eUhiifaig property in the l^rson of a negvo u^n turned ^knrwOonils^ 
who ran aWay, and I o^iared a rewaed for his a{»prrikeDaicMi»?* 4^. . : ' ^ 

Yes, this slavehelding Levite is a great MethodiBtt> JBBa' 
phylactery ig miide Tcrf broad for 1& ^«puitittl mothei^'' 
whdse Di^jiline he' dearly loves. Bnt'tdiat of <hat rtilei, pagii 
212, of this " Weeleyan I^^ipline ^ No st^iMULDnt maai 
Bft 2fii&inLft^'ro mt ttVtmiKL stATtoir nr miv^QmmsB^mamafp^ts^^ 
<&c. 3" Does the Bev. Pharisee endoi«a'^ that % . Mvf^^mk 
impidnalyjxam^ And all this time lie 

dearlyln^es Methodism aiid l^e'a basQjp^, 

ridde, ti^hb a;bproachts i& moth^' with vell*i^fected bli»- 
disiipients and professions t!ien siat^ her 

to the beart Ami niark tfaa^ threat^ ^ she ^hangeft jier «ol^ 
0*^,'* i&fc. Stich ls the i>iirjK»se of l^e 
"If you alter the DiscipHne lu ihe xetisVi^^t^c^iaii^ 
w© «Bcedei^' t **Eo«* ;hfttei^^ M^ the 2ste «Nm 

A^'OolMm^, of Baltkiere, to n^^ th« la^b^ General :Odi0f«t«»i£e 
(calling ns aside)-; look here ; what are - going (to ide^^^ 
tbi»'<^b»^ Cktt^drencel^' ! Broiiier'Ool^ 
linaf* iiTO oidi&ly; inquired^ . ; Why, in regard to ^yjerjr,^' h(0 
saei#«ped. ^Wissf^l #^ ^ we InteBd to do all^e can 
f^ilaveiy^ovil^f &e%&i»dis^^ Ohun^'? ^S^^. 
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dud 'tnimed and waUced oS. And so froBi other Bal^ore 
d^egfites^ it1v«B<4 donunon expr^ion from the Border, "If 
you^ M mtidb aa to dot an ^ or cross a t of the Discipline, in 
isfiird'io lAikriuy^me ahaU goi bj; our&elves." .And so Mr. 
Trov^se: ** If yotn da.any thing to disturb my sbveholding, 
and ali|Te-bxeeding^. and slave-bnyin^i I'll leave you I" 

Brother Long says : " If the General Oonfere&ce shoold ever 
make »oa<diaveholding and uon-slavebreeding a test of mem- 
benStip, the Eastern Shore of Maryland will go to the Ohnrch 
Sputh." Brother lAmo s^ys (p^ 23): "I have yet to find 
tibie^inau or iCedbK>diBt with whom ]« hav conversed, that has 
not expressed the tame opinions precisely ; and many contend 
t^l; it Bhonl4 bave gtme with the grieat Southern secession.'* 
Thia ia no 4oid)t the general feeling on the Border; hence, as 
dUe beist mAina of keeping them' from seceding, Dr. Bom) ad- 
vis^ ^(2iem, in case iheG^ Conference of 1$56 passed an 
extkpatory Bnle^ to preserve a ^'^ masterly inactivity'' — ^that is, 
«yM2?^ tlm atf&oriiy cf 

, WhatA bleGi»ng it wonid be if all slaveholders ^tHnddl^ye 
the HethodisI Episcopal Ofaoreht the aocmei^ the better. Bnt 
i£ ithej^ dd i2dt liave or forsake their sinS) Q<(^ grant that jthe 
time may 8oon:<H>me when- the Methodist Episcopid Ohnrch 
§b9^i^ iaa^wd^*'q^ Wi*^^^ They are like 

pi^iid^arrio&iiuid rotCennesaisi the temple <^ 
, ^ B«t we bm not yet done witii ihb vevwend elaveholder'a 
ecmf^Mic^ . ^iForther on in hia kttephfiSAys: 

aim » slaTel^oIder. I hcHa iCveh^ ^krea (right 6r wttn)g)^WAder'^^ 
iiiiidiioi df &e OMstitat!o» df tlii Uttlfaa StatM md Hm Uwb df Maiykedi 
I hold tbein nmljriaU hyjahenitfploe; 4)&ah4^ 9t my 

-v^fi^; the other hal£^ a . portion X inherited from my &iher and boo, a 
part werts Mra of ri^^^ * ♦ • these 

I' Wlii Witif mn MhU^ Hii npm^mf Jandfi i^me <rfi tbem acting 
M Qyi4(»^|ni»r KctW:aft;ik slaveholder J cannot conceive tl^ as such I ain 
retj^pU^afafoft.m^ . , 

- ITow dott^ be alannedj'My-Methodifet reiid€0r: ^^Brother 
TraveaW deea iiol o^ bat twenty and tof these he only 
^^pnrrshased^ pait' ' of lixem. Alid besides, be ia a good 
MethocBst Loeal- Preadberfvit^^ the boonda of the Fhiladel- 
phiiiCVxiftseai^ ai&d^fesnn eonduve" that aUveholding is 
ivreog t iloredver, he lores- the Discipline dettfy. The Gen- 
4»ilBnle agitiiiat b1iIv«*7 fm^^ [mark] dt telling 
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(p. 27); and " Brother Traverse" ha. "purchased" "part" of 
his " gang** of " twenty" to work on hifr f lands ;" but then he 
loves the Discipline, and " desires no amendment 1" 

Brother Lame's pamf^let funushes the foUpwuig additional 
specimen of a slaveholding Local Preacher : 

" Dxuihg 1867, a member of the Methodist Episcot>ia! C^flrdlfV^oW Cw- 
datdff obittiiMy sppeatM ia the^^ great officdal,^ hariitt diod iotestitat a 
Ua^ :m|ui betonging to the aftat^ of the deceased, a, jMj»tt}od^.a^i.ifat 
put pn tha block by the executors, and parohased b;^ a colored local preaoh- 
et on the same ciroaii A abort period after hl^ pariihiife, tSili MUiliif 'p^M 
of property decamped, as rumor «ays, wwing to tiarBh tneatmeui. . He wea 
apprelModedt r^torued^ tak^n to B4ti>ppr^,4Pd 9^ar|ed.^t^> J^8 §9°^^^ 
market, bat his sale was spoiled by the ooiptaoi.asse^adni of tha Mgro 
that hte &mily bbnaeotions, together With himseU; intfl io fitot 'iii* 

formatiOD that was perfeetly oorreet Aa tea $i^:9r9,iiafi^tiai^ 
atiqa seemied ti:t b« fel* for the local pf^ao^^r." (p, 26.), , , , , . . _ 

Now put aU ttiese feets tog©th6r:-4-thatlwe 'h«v»^4^^ 
ikammd Local Preachers in slave ten[itoiy^--tibuB sfiatxinftnfa 
of Dr. Lee and Dr. McFerrin— tiieadmiesion of the WestoMra^ 
land mem(»rial— «die staifemeikt of Mr. Clemnah~<ti^e case: of lfir» 
&utt^-'-4;htft of Mr. 'Sraverse^ond the^ coie last Ahoire. jilen- 
tioned; and judge ye, whether, in all human i»rcbahilii7) W« 
have/not this day at least fitii mritDBED i>ocial FKBAAEODEtB, or 
1^ lAxmovm Efisoopal Qhuboh who axs, «^Ym0VBfs». ff^ 

T3nat most of the 812 hold d[ayes^ there can he no 
able doubt; and that doing tHi;is, ttiey t^^ updi^ ihe 
jDiscipUae of the Chm^ and the (Mithoriiy'of Ge4f 
pertain. And we Imve no question ,tlmt men 9f tiiis ^ia/mj^^'Vi^ 
being ordained deacon^ ^d eldei^; W slayehioiflgg ^n- 
forep<5e(| every year, as Mr; Clejm^ intwated at t^ie P^ad^^ 
phia Conference at Easton, But more of jtM^; hereafter. 

• M tiM hmaal UwH^ Local Pinit^ittib' ASMX^idiUfli Of H«ir Y«ri( u>d 
Brooklyn, Ootober 8, 1^, tbera wwe, wmai those who fcpbkli, sis ftom al&ve terri- 

Sgmhus, from Pelswwe. ThfMV wm doabtUas otiiaia wVoid DOfc sp«H^ WooAir 
h<^w pAiy daveboldeni tiirira ^firta« 
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CHAPTER TI. 

Wx haviQ, thug shoTp, in the last t]^%Q chapters, that thon- 
sands of privft^ xo^mht^ stewiu^, trustees, aod 

loc£j pi«^^jre-i^ BlavehoMers. But leaTing 

the raslfy of pere sLaveAd^Jing, ire propose iiov to shbw that 
mnr^mmJber9 <m4he Border but JkziD sbll slatbs v>iikimptt- 
fi^t proolsely as do members of other Ohtirches there, or 
" men oi the world." llie Discipline, as we have seen, ex- 
pressly forbids " the buying or selHng of men, women, or chil- 
dren, with the intention to enslave them." We have seen, 
also, how Bosne of onr local presche9& respect these ndea. Let 
ns now iAqiik« how finr our private members on the Border 
(who^ as dnr bicdtops infoxm ns, in respect to intelligeiice, 
piisty, aad attachment to Methodist discipline and economy, 
will compare favorably with other portions of the C&Qrch")f 
regard these roles. 

L Nearly all the increase of the slave population of Mary- 
land and Yirginia is ^Id to go to the more sontherh Sistes. 
Slaves are their great staple export, and tholr chief sonree of 
revenne. By a report of a spedal committer of the House of 
Kepresentatives of Sonth Carolina, on slavery and the slave- 
trade, made in 1857, it appears that from 1840 to 1850, the in- 
crease of slaves in Maryland and Yirgmia was 80 per cent; 
Of these, the proportion^ exported to other States, and the 
number kept at home, are as follows : 

HarylADd exported 2&,^0 I Virginia exported 111,259 

Kept at home 681 ' | Kept at home 28,441 

Here we have 137,529 sold into life-long bondage on the sugar 
and cotton and rice fields of the far South, against 24,072 who 
remain in slavery at home ; nearly six sevenths of the whole 
sold to go South I 

Now when we remember that the chief wealth of these slave- 
breeding States consists of their slaves ; and that the Metho- 
dists are the most numerous and influential and wealthy de- 
nomination in these States, it follows irresistibly that the Meth- 
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ing and selling of slaves for the Soatbetn smarket. i ■ ' t ^ 
XL in xi^gard jp 1^ 8Uve-fcr94(9» Br. JfQng jwiyja : . 

of mr wh«£liMr I had ever kaoWn one member o{ Ui«i.OI)oreli W ^ arrewted 
for Eelling a slaTe to another m^nber of the Ohoroh. I answered that I 
never hiX If one member of tWOfaoreh waitte otoneyvaad siM>£twr :4nem- 
her of tiw ^iirch/ rea#i« in theuStg^bodK^od wuts. ft<«Iav%lJbi^s«}e4a 
madei aoid no joaore attentioiLw paid tatt^.aaiv^ than maiiii. ^ paid u» tkts 
seUiog of aJu>rse< It is net oonffldered a noiaticA of the Di9Qipiin«« &r it 
is I>at an exobanse team (me meroenanr 8lsvdu>IdMr to «iotii^»: I koow a 
recent casQ in vmch a member ^if ithe !b^;h«B& stan^n^ in tiie Oimroh sa9d 
slaves to Attotiier m«nber of eqaai flteodtny't and tbet sale waa regarded 
a oommoB heatneas (araitaaotina^ > If a <«hanih''iii«mb6r who is a :toner 
neioda a Inndf Ue boys s aiave, If lifli vishes to do ao. either of saint or lin- 
jrati or at a psbUe^acub, aatbeet ssdts hia^i^Dr^^ nrim tba iotantlim 4)f rtap*- 
ing the firoita of bia iavotaolaiy IidKtr,. ; I tappML to the preftoharaof tibe 
Philadelj^ia€onfbrenoe if itis notso."-^?^ 400, 401.) 

Ia»'^etefee 'iE«»&TJiiectioii''with thfe abw^, the satoe wHtei^'giyeft 
the following account of the kidnapping of the adopted child 
of '^fMO cdldiPdd'maa^bj^iaridi'iCetho^t^^ > 

A free colored maa, and ooodfn of Frederick I>oagIass, who was itber- 
atod bjr Otpt. IMiaa iiinld, of Talboi oosniijr (and I will jost h«t<6 say. 
without' the knowlodgaor ooosant of Oa{>tr Atdd^ that he nuunnraitted 
soDte six or eight yonog ooloted men and women ttinoe 1^44), married li 
wdsoan who was^i^ free. They liad no ol^ktran of their own ; %iit ailree 
odOBsd woitaitfi, on Iier decease,! had left titiem her Httiedaogfaterto briag tip. 
This man wm sober and industrioos, and » good painter; fiie gid was 
old eoongii to be of great senrioe to his wife, wlio was afHoted With pais 
lial blisdness. Aoocnding to the Uws of liaryland, a white ma» <ian seix6 
a free oolored man's children, take them before a magistrate, and have then 
bonnd to service against the consent of the parents. On ^e holy Sabbath, 
a rich Methodist, acoompanied by a constable, went to the faonse of ^ 
colored delinqneKt brooght before the Oiinroh. A eommittee wan a|^olnt» 
ed ; but the man was acquitted. And this moral and religijMis kidnapper 
is in the Ohttrch, aha, I sappose, contrilmtes his mite towarda aending 
missionaries to convert the heathen." — (Pages 401, 4(MI.) 

And ^el^ with such facts as these within theif reach^ there 
are men. at the iN'orth, and even sojne Hiethodist prea^etrSf 
who labor to qoiet the people by affirming, that Ihe MethadiH 
' slaveholding on the Border is of a very inild type — ^that therd 
is but little of it, any way ; an4, aa our bishops told us in their 
last Episcopal Addreos, ^af'^the white membership there, in 
regard to intelligence, piety, and jlttaohment to thb Mbtho- 
niBT iHsoiPUNK AND ECONOMY, wiU Compare favorably •with other 
portions of the .Church 1 1" , 
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III. IJi).V(j tlk) subject of b'.-^yiBi^' imd soiling slavos, Drotlier 
McCavtev rites as follows : 

" Of these diurclv-mombevs there are those wlio pnrcaass aad sell slaves 
a3 they do any othei* property — who buy ihoio that they may avail them- 
selves of thoir unpaid toil, and -vvho sell them as etnbarnissinent, good 
pHce3, or vioes in the slave may be provocatives to their transfei- to others 
or to the Soutii."--(?ag6 22.) 

"Kow no one who knows the Peninsula* will deny a statement, that 
the ^having of men, women, and chile n, without any intention to free 
tliei% is a very usual, indeed, almost uni' ersal praetioe among Mf^hodists 
who buy at all. If the hiying of nien, women, and children, with an inten- 
tion to enslave them be any wrong, then we should like it shown that, sinea 
1820, in our Oonference, any one was ovei' before a committee therefor. It 
nssd to b« that whenever a Methodist bought a slave, ho knew that the 
Ohurch required, and demanded bis liberty ; that if he defined to abide by 
the judgment of the Church, or refused, oi? neglected to bring the bought 
slave before the Ghuroh, thfit she might break the fetters from his limbs, 
the buyer would himself be disowned as a member of the Methodist Epxs- 
eopal Church. But that day has long since passed, and the Methodist now 
stocks his farm with slaves as he would with grazing cattle ; and it is no of- 
fence, and the Church never looks after the matter."— (jSor^Zer Methodism, 
p„62.) 

In another part of his pamphlet, Brother McCarter has the 
following eloquent and pathetic passage : 

"Ifot a road over. wh?ch th© members of the Philadelphia Annual Con- 
ference have passed, in Maryland and Virginia, but has been travelled by 
the manacled slave torn from the endearments of birthplace and kindred. 
Scarcely an altar of any church in which he has ministered, from which 
the slave has not been taken to return no more to that place in the church's 
galleiy» where hie was wont to w orship and sing of heaven as the place 
where 'the slave should bo free from his master.' And in many instances 
the Church's own dark children have been the victims of these cruel ex- 
portationa. . 

_"Th©y hav© gone! but not by the lido of voluntary emigration, or by 
death,' from our Churches. Their names have been lost to the class record, 
Im* they bore not with them d certificate of membership in the Methodist 
Episcopal Ohurch to their distant bondage. Why should they ' It would 
bnt enhance their market value, aad put the more dollars into the pockets 
of the mercenary wretches, who would sell the religion of the slave by 
making the evidence of its possession the reason for a higher bid as he 
stood on.the auo^on block^ " * * * 

Each year in the slave population of Maryland and Virginia a large 
portion of th^ 'increased is carried away into the iiio. oi southern States. 
Daring- the eleven years, of Conference silence, Uov; iw.my thousands have 
been borne away In chains from the fields; of labor occu[>ied by the jninis- 
ters of the Philadelphia Conference ! Methodists, too, iiave helped to swell 
the nnmber of those thus sold, and yet the Conference has been silent. 
Ah I in the Church's own bo^om is the foul piugne t^pot and her relation to 



* "The Peninsula" is that pnrt of the Philadelphir. Conference lying in aJavo ter- 
ritory. It consists of the tongue of land !yin^ between Chonupeake Bay and the sea- 
coast, I "eluding Delaware, n p:irfc of ATuryiand. and t'/s 'jo intiea of Viri^inia, 



slfi'^'cry, - ihe connection of preack^n's, st-ewardfj, ]^^a<l£r:-., nwA jdivnta 
members with sjaveholding — in this ilioro is fomjcl the seoret of silenct to 
the eiionuities of tho trufiic in the world without; because tho pvinoiplo '^f 
p)'0j)erj.i/ in human ieinps ist ooncedsd practically iir the Ohurch, and *5l»6 
can but be a vevy ' Sntiiu reproving siu' by cojidemning laws and iisages 
Avhieh control movablo projwrty in its being caiu-ied to the highest market." 
—(Pages 13, 14.) 

lY. While at the Fhiladelpliia Ooiiference afc Easton, m 
March, 1868, we were told by one of its membei*s (andho M-aB , 
not an " abolitionist" either), that ho saw a colored boj whom 
he knew, go on board of a steamboat at Norfolk, bound for the 
South ; and who had been sold to a slave-trader for the South- 
ern market by his Methodist owner.- He said the pooi* fellow 
looked wistfully towards the shore of his native landy as the 
boat moved off from the dock, and "wept as though ms heart 
would break." He called him a "boy;" but in plajitatioa 
parlance all male slaves are "boys," even if eighty years old. 
If a "boy" literally, the poor fellow might well weep that ho 
was to see father and mother, brothers and ''isters, no more in 
this world. It was a " long adieu" to them aU, as the, poor 
slave was borne away, to toil and die amid Ihe rice or cptton 
fields of the fai* South. If. a husband and father, as lie might 
have been, he wept that he should see his wife and children 
no more. Has Gt)dj indeed, " an attribute tliat can take sid^ 
with such ini^ility !" And yet there can be no q^aestion tliat 
Methodists in our Border Conferences are selling thousands 
every year, even for the So* .hem market. 

Y. We have before us a manuscript letter from a travelling 
preacher in the West, m which this sentence occurs : 

" Four fugitive slaves from Missouri, passed through here 
yesterday, and shortly after four bloodhounds were on their 
track. * ^ * I had a conversation with a slaveholder 
from Missouri, who told me that Methodists in that State 
bought, sold, bred, and hired slaves, the same as other people." 

The writer of this letter is eminently responsible, and well 
kiiown throughout the Methodic 'Episcopal Church. 

YI. Hie following extract from Brother .Long's ^ Pictures,'' 
will give the reader some idea how the sale of slaves is ieffected 
in modern times by Methodist producers : 

"Bnt it is contended that the members of the Ohurch South jjan sell 
negroes to the traders in flesh and blood, when they please, but that our 
members can bo expelled for such trjifSe. "We will grant that this ja the 



theory 5 praotieo ihora 13 very littlo difference, ?.3 far m my kiio-vv-l- 

edg0 goes. Thtire avo nuuiy wuys t'Mivoid this rule and oxpulsion. Take 
an «s&:nplo. 

Brother Hardsliell wants lixoney ; pei-hapa ho has an extr'-ivagnnt family. 
H© hag made tip hla mind to sell a negro mm ; and as hirmust have an ex- 
cuse, be charges him t?ith impudence. His conscience goads him ; and he 
33 ashamed to ti« hija, and vide with him to the connty town, and bo caught 
bargaining with the negro-bnyor. So ho goes to Mr. Skinflint, who repre- 
sents a class of men in the South that, for fifty cents, will give a, woman 
stripped to her waist thirty-nine lashes, and offers him .^5 dollars if he will 
come at night and take him to the negro-bnyer : and this is done, acoorclin;^ 
to contract. Perhaps weeks elapse before the preacher h«ar8 it, aad then 
it h 'nigs^er news,' It is cor- .dered beneath the dignity of a gentleman to 
be f owling around iiegfi!o-qnart*)rs to se© if any. slaves aw missing. Bnt 
should the preachfer in charge call on Brother Hardshell, he demands proof 
that he ever sold a slave. ' There is no proof at hand. If he admits it, he 
dbargoA the negro ;with bemg a thief, or being sauoy, or with soni"; other 
fanlt. This is about the end <tf the af^ir. And th« preacher ^ust not show 
too much zeal in the matter. If he does, the cry of ' abolitionist' will ring 
about his ears. Mr. Skinflint can procure" among his aj;30ciate8 plenty of 
tor and feath0rs."-^Pi«*ur«», pp. 58, 54.) 

yn. liiat OUT members on the Border ai'e induced to part 
with their surplus negroes, as others doj when they bring such 
enormous |)rice8, and the slave-dealers come among them for 
**.gang8," is rendered still more certain from the - advertise- 
ments found in the county papers of that region. Take the 
following as indicating the amount of " trade" in that line, in 
the southern portioT: of the Philadelphia Conference. Hiey 
are taken from a s v ;ie number of the Qmihndge (Md.) Dem- 
iiCTCti^ January 20, 1858. 



Wa are at all times purchasing SLAVES, paying the highest 
cash prices; PeKions wishing to sell will call at No. 11 OAMDEtr 
St.. Baldmore. Kegroes received to BOARD, Oommumcationa 
addre^ to WILSOiT & HIiTDES. 

f^^Any commnnications left with Wm. H. Gbaob, Esq., in OambridgS) 
will be attended to. * 

[Jan, 20, 1868 ly. 



I am again in the market, and wiU pay liberal prices in Oash 
for Hkely SEGBOES wlio are slaves for life. 
• Persona having such property for sale, will d6 "well to see ine 
before they sell, as I will be afcall times prepared to purchase. Oomrauni- 
cstions addressed to me at Easton, or information left with Saitobi, R. 
YiKTON, in Gimbridgd, will be promptly attendied to, 

WM. EAEICER. 

Jan. 20, 18i>8~8m* 



'.nm a&\(uvr mov^Ai, csiais. 'St) 

'WAJJIAMUE HSO-RC^ES AT WUBtslV SAI,B. . 

^ By virl.00 of an order of the Orphans' Ooiu-t of Dorelioster County, 
I v,'iiK aa acting Athmnistrator of F. B. G. Tu.-pin, sxriose at public 
sal 3, at the & tore of Henry Lord, at OROTOHSR'S ' ^EBRT, 
ON SATURDAY, FEB. 13tb, 1858, 
the following NEGROES, slaves for life; Negro ./onmn MARIA, aged 65 
years ; negro womaa MILLY, aged 30 years, and infant child abent 3 

months old. -,. ^ « 

The above negroes will be sold, in or oat of the State, on a credit of six 

months, to the highest bidder. LOWDER SIRMAF, 

Jan. 20j 1868-3t . Actingr Administratorw 

FOSOTOHBB SALE, ■ 

a I will sell at PUBLIC SALE at the Oonrt House door, in Oambridge 
OK LIONDAT NEXT, 26th inst,, 
negro girl GEORGf ANA, aged 16 years, slave for life. 
Terms cash, or no^e with gccd security, payable in six months. 
Jan. 20, 1858. W. R. PATTISON. 

We Bee by the above how fast Methodism is doing away 
with slavery on the Border, by'its compromising and let-?ilone 
policy ; in a word, that it is spreading and fattening under the 
silence of Methodist ministers, and Methodist Annual and 
Gen oral Conferesices. But there is a still darker shade to tjliis 
terrible picture. ^ 



GHAPTEK YII. 
SLAVEHOLDINa TRAVELLING PREACHERS. 

Feom slaveholding and buying and selling among our private 
members, class-leaders, stewards, trustees, and local preachers, 
we proceed to show that we have now some six or eight open 
and avowed slaveholders, at least, among ths members pi our 
Border Conference. But our limits, which we are ^Mke^ to 
overrun, wiU compel us to brevity. -^v- 

I, Li 1855, Dr. J. Cboss, no^ of th^ Methodist EpiscopM 
Church South, informed us peiBonally, that he Mew^ of some 
members of the Baltimore Conference, who owhe^ sliaves, 
though they 'w ere held in the name of others. 

tX. Jn the wipter of 1856, Dr. M« F. Desbis, also a preache? 
in the Southern Churchy and a slaveholder, infcsmed uSi^asw, 
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he know Bevoial of . tlie.mcHi ball's oi^oiir Border Confereiioes to 
\m slavelioldei-s;- 

nr. In Becember, 1856, Dr. MoFEBRrcr, editor of the iVW/*^ 
viUs Christian AdvocciU, addressed several letters to Bishop 
M0KKI8 through the columns of his paper. In the first of thesS 
letters he makes the following declarations : 

''Yotv l»avo this day many largo slaveholders in yonr divisjjon of the 
Church. You know that in Maryland and Virginia yoa have hundreds, 
^ yea, thoasands of members who hold slaves ; that yon have ordained dea- 
' cons and elders in the ministry of yohr Oharch wlio are slaveholders. You 
-yourself have ordairted to the ofilce and work of the ministry many a slave- 
holder. Why, then, in the name of 6\ir common CJhristiauity, should the 
Southertx Church be perseccted and denounced because she does what your 
oWn branch of the Ohuroh constantly praotibes ? Let us see. The Metho- 
dist Episcopal Chnrch South has in her conmiuaion slaveholders. So has 
the Methodist Episcopal Church North. The Methodist fipisoopal Church 
South has in the ministry ordained deacons and elders who are slavehold- 
ers. So has the Methodist Episcopal Church North, These slaveholders 
in the. South were elected fx? "the work and office 01 the ministry by the 
Annual Conferences of the South. So w-^re those elected by the Oonfer- 
eneos belonging to the Ifforthern division. They were ordained by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the bishops. Bishop Wangh, Bishop Morris, and 
Bishop Janes, to my certaic knowledge, have e!\ch ordained slaveholders to 
the office pf deacon and _elder. Where, ti'cn, 's the - diiferenca? perhaps 
the-principal difference, and the only one worth mentioning, is that the 
South, occupying s much larger slave territory tlif-n the North, has a' gi-eater 
number of ministers and members connecie.i with slavery than are found 
in the North! Yet the principle is the same. And your late General 
Conference refused to make noh-slaveholding a *:est of membersliip. True, 
a rasyority was in favor of inserting a rule to that effect, but not a consti- 
tutional maiority; so that your Discipline tolerates slaveholders in the 
ministry and membership. Where, then, in view of these facts, is there 
cause for a war upon the Southern Church, especially as waged by those 
who call themselves conservative men?" 

3f the facts here alleged are true (and we have every reason 
to believe they are), there is much cogency in Dr. McFerrin's 
reasoning. "Thou that sayest a man should not steal, dost 
thou steal I" We are hardly prepared to cast the mote out of 
the eye of the Methodist Episcopal Church : South, blind as 
she is, till we get the beam out of the eye of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church K'orth. For slavery to cast out slavery, is 
top much like casting out devils through Beelzebub the princ« 
of devils. Indeed, in one respect the Southern Church have 
the advant^tge of Ti&-~ihey prof ess nothing hetter than pro- 
slavery, and justify themselves by the Bible; while we con- 
demn slaveholding ; profess ''anti-slavery;" and yet have 
thotlflfeiids of slaveholders in \h& Churchc In other words, we 
fure an " anta^lavery" slaveholding Church ! 



THE UOMIxl, C'KXeii^/ 

As to the stiitemenf. of Dr. MclTemn, that four T)f our biBh^ 
ops have eacli ordained men to the office of deacon and, elder 
m the Gmrch, we miderstiind him to speak of such ordination 
(since the sejparatwn in 1845 ; 95 Dr. Jan. s was not a bishop- 
prior to that time. "Whether these ordinations wera of local 
or travelling preachei-s, Dr. M. does not specify. ISTeither does 
he indicate whether or not these bishops were aware, at the 
time, that they were ordaining slaveholders. 

The most chai'itable construction, therefore, is, that they were 
local preachers in the slaveholding Conferences ; and tliat the 
bishops ordaining them were not aware that they were slave- 
holders. So far, then, the extract beai-s mainly npon points 
discussed in preceding chaptei's-— the number of slavehulding 
laymen, local deacons, and elders. 

But the first paragraph bears upon slaveholding in the'tray- 
elling ministiy If "slaveholders have been in the General 
Conference from the first delegated General Conference iill 
THIS DAT," they must have been in those of 1S48, and '56 ; 
all since the division. These slaveholding, delegates are prob- 
ably the men who Iiave assm-ed us, from time to time, thiat 
there was very little slaveholding on the border. But Dr. 
McFerrin explains himself more .fully in a subsequent paper.^- 

Eev. F. G. Htobakd, on seeing Dr. McFerrin's stiatements, 
denied their correctness, whereupon Dr^ M. reaffirms themu *^ 
follows: 

" What aT6 we to liriderstand by these remarks ? Does Dr. Hibbard dis- 
believe odr statements, when we affirm that presachers and ordained minis- 
ters in connectiou with his Ohnrch are slaveholders ? "We did not say that 
any travelling preachers are oatensiUy slaveholders. Ve are aware that 
in th© Bdtimore Oonfei-ehcs, bnt few if any 6f the ' travening proiiciiei^ 
hold the right of slave property in their owa name. But hoW maisf af6 
connected with families holding slaves? "We Cannot, tell how macgr^ Mt 
we do know, personalV? aome ;«rho are in this category. And we could 
give the names of sbifae in high places, -(Srhose children, if not themselVtts 
and wives,; are iaterested in fliaTM as proper^. ' ' 

^^ Does he disbelieve as, when we state that lo^sal preacbem and ordained 
tomisters m the local ranks in the Methodist Episcopal Church North are 
drt^holdei^T Does He disbelieve ks, ' whe^ affirm thdt menibei^ of his 
Church, IP Maryland and Tirginiai^by lmsaireds, are slaveholders; owning 
slaves as property; inheritang slaves ; bnyiog. ala^ves; selling slaves, as 
their wishes dr convehienco liiay dictate f If he will hoV credit our state- 
ments, we ask him to gd to Baltimore; tc> the^ planting cbunti^es of Marf- 
^d; tQ maay^counties in Virgiriia, and inv^tigate for himself ;: and if 
do not, after a faithful ©xamin^tien, fiad our words true, then wll we make 
m^ antvndd honorable throtirfi the columns of thia paper; Wfe re^er iiim 'fo. 
Bev. Thos. O. Summers^ D.D.^ Book Editor, ini*e Ptehlislfia^ fionSe; at 



JBElNi^vmk T4M>%»;#htt3ViM Ii^'mnH^ fit iQ^ber thft iBaltimoveiOoBidrenoe, 
iua4 filled statioDs in we (Ai^pt Bal^raore, a^d labored extensively iu Mfurj- 
lybd- and Tli^nHi^ ^bd If he Will not state ih&i members in tlie Metbc^ist 
Sf>i«»^Mi CSioish {aaU tlw8& pUwes are davehdderit, and ^ny of tliem 
. fsxtaiii^r«i slaveholders, wad that; dass-left^ers, stewards, sad preabbms ace 
iB^TWoMers, then we retract whAt we said . 

**I>r. Hilmard has heen iriiposed tpon. and ha^ been made to believe that 
tbese is no iodisoriniinatQ sUnreholduig among the members of his Oharch 
in Kv^land and yirapUil^ /What does he mean by inditoHmMote. slave- 
holding f is to inheiit slaves, to bny slaves, to sell slaves with&at any ref- 
erence to tbdr emancipation; hot as property, iitdisoriminale slaveholdin^ ? 
Th«» trei' VAvSa'^ md nwahers of the Ms&odist Episcopal €han^ North 
slavehoJIders. in the same sense that other citizens of the smveholding States 
ii« slaveh^ers. 

v« Ve admit that a vu^oritif of the presiohwrs tA tiie Korthern connection 
are opposed to staver;; we admit that mapy of them« with thousands of 
ibelMty, are aiming to extirpate «iUvehojding, both in the local iniuistry 
wd'iii TOO^iiaiBmberBhip; y not chance the &oti9 in 

tlie ease, and we think Dr. H., or any of bis brethren^ slionld not r^ndiMe 
the Southern Oboreh, or qaarrel witn thw br^ren in thoSon^t while in 
his own Oharch there are hundreds, it not thousands, of bona-fide slave- 
held^ laid tto role fai the Discipline for their ezpnlaon. They are, to use 
j^. BteVena* jbii^nsge^ *^oonstitQtionally, histodoally, and adrnkiistnitively' 
a slavdiolding Oburoh." 

in the preceding exiaract we have the following important 
points: 

. 1. That travetting preadiers in the Baltimore OonferendB 
are f^aveholderB; and that Dr. McFerrin intended to inehicie 
snch in lus first atafcements. 

3. That the.children of some ^ in high places," if liot them- 
aelves and wives, are interested in slave property. Who ate 
meant by "some in high places," we cannot positively say, 
|>at w<e snppoee he most mean some of our bishops. We have 
undeistood that the children at Bishop Wavoh had slaves in 
&mt fkmllies ; bnt whethdtr owi^ed or hired, we never learned. 
Bishop HoBBiB has a son who is a preacher in the Mediodist 
f^nscopal Qmreh South ; bnt whether he is a slaveholder ot 
not we cannot ta^.' Bi^op 44(iGB had a dai^hter married in 
Indianapolis, by Bishop Waitoh^ dvzring the session of the last 
Qnneni Conference, to a getttlemap living in Baltimore ; but 
whether he is a slaveholder oi: not we: are not iafonaad. We 
Bui^pose, k>wever, firom Dr. McFerrin's remarks, that he al- 
ludes to some one of these <»i8e0 ; and that h^ intendf to convey 
{bfr idea that one or laore- of thrae cbHdren of our bishops are 
<«iut6nBted ln sUvea « prop^»1^." It is said of the sona of 
Bi, ^ tiyn^ sin was, grent before the lord, *Hpr Mm 4^- 
ii^^iiik ^^ffiariug of t^ Lord." And God expostulated with 
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him, saying, " Wherefore kick ye^ afe my Baerifiee and «t iaine 
ofering, wlSch I h^ve QomiiiatM?^ in mine Kaibitaiio%; a^.d 
hmore^ thy 9om above meyU> make yoaroelTe» iai.widjr (itie 
ohiefest of all the offerings of Israel my pe<^lef' * - Hip Wrong 
as a father and priest was, that he did hot by authbrity restrain 
his sons from a course of conduct that brought disgrace ni)on 
ihe honse of Qod. And so in these cases: if blame attaches 
to either of our bishops, it is for ever consenting that their 
cliildren should become connected with slavery, either directly 
by marri^e, or otherwise. 

3. The expressipn, " if not themselves," is a very broad 
hint, to say tlie least, that some one of our bishops themselves 
may be indirectly connected with slavery, as. Bishop Andrew 
was in 184rt. .For his slaves were the " property" of his wife, 
and became his only by marriage. 

4. Dr. M. is very explicit as to slave-buying and selling 
among our membere on the border~" buying slaves, aellmg 
slaves, as their wishes or convenience may dictate." 

5. Dr. Stevens is quoted as fully sustaining Dr. M., that we 
are "constitutionally, historically, and administratively a slave- 
holding Church." And what better fulcrum could any man 
wish upon which to rest his lever to overturn aU our preten- 
sions to " anti-slavery," than this scandalous allegation of Dr. 
Stevens, the foulest slander ever yet uttered against the' Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church ? Bttt t^en as a whole. Dr. McFerrin 
not only con-oborates the testimony adduced in the preceding 
chapters, as to slaVeholding among private members, official 
members^ local deacons and elders, but also implicates, as in- 
volved in slaveholding, travelling ministers, if not some of our 
bishops themselves! Whether this last intimation be trell 
founded or not, the connection of the families gf some of our 
bishops may serve U> explain the fact of their very strong con- 
servatism in regard to slavery. 

IV. Alluding to the denial of Brother Hibbftrd, Dr. Lbk, of 
the JRiohmond OkrisiiatL Admoate, confirms the ^t^tem%9it8 of 
Dr. McFerrin in the following emphatic nlanner : 

**8ir, lalt^tkaownto jfott, abd to 9n«, and to inanp, tntHiiy ofheni^t]ia,i 
in, tbe^ iAwoh in whiob^Bishop 8imp«>n attd McClixitooksno miamtMS, 
and from wUoh tfaey. were delegates, pa> the Weeleyan. Hethodist Ojbni^ 
there tre^ftoiusiidB and thousands' of sUv^ ana lhat these slavw aze 

•"^>:-:^ ■ ' ■ • " ' " 
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oviie4 M|d wctriced from raa to son by the mmber$ sod min«iter# of said 
diQroii? Will Biflhop Simpson, or Dr. IfoOlintookf or the New 7oric ]^« 
press, oir any one else, undertalce to deny that there are many alaTehoIders 
and slaTeworkers among the private members, and official members, and 
«i«iiM<l<n of the Northern df vision of the Metltodist Episcopal Oharcht 
Hiey will not txy it. It oannot be denied." 

And again: 

If yon never knew it before, learn it now teom me — the preaehert and 
people m the Northern dioinon of the MethodMt JSpieeopal Chureh hold 
tlatee at truly at thoee t» the Southern divieion. Now, try and remember 
thb in ftitnfe.'^ 

This extract is also in point; not only corroborating what 
we have before proved, that private members and official 
members on ibe Border hold slaves by " thousands and tlion- 
sands,** but that " ministers** and "preachers," also, are deeply 
involved in this iniqtiity. 

V. Eev. Tfohas Oabltok* Book Agent, informed us at the 
Book Boom, in Kew York, in the winter of 1855, that Kev. 
S. G. BosssL, of the Baltimore Conference, was the. owner of 
three slaves. Thiu he admitted tsnbseqaently at the session of 
the Black Biver Conference, held in Potsdam, N. Y., Jnne, 
1857, in the presence of some twenty witnesses; and also at 
the session of the East Gknesee Conference, held at Canandai- 
goa, Y., in August, 1857, before some forty of the preach- 
ers* He also admitted at this last place, and at the same 
time, l^t he had known of another member of the same Con- 
feronce who owned twelve slaves, who undertook to settle 
them in Pennsylvania, but they all went back to him. 
Whether these slaves are still owned by a Methodist preacher, 
or have been shifted into other hands, or sold to go further 
South, Brother C. did not inform us. But from all the light 
we can get upon tlie subject, we have reason to believe that 
Mr. Boszel, at least, is still a slaveholder in the Baltimore 
Conference. 

VI. We know from the most positive evidence that there 
have been for years, and are still, several slaveholders among 
the members ot the Philadelphia Conference. 

'*A widow of one of the preachers of the Philadelphia 
AnDoal Conference,'* says Brodier Long, died since January 
of the present year [1858]. She raided in Maryland ; she 
was wealthy, and a daveholder. Shortly before her decease 
she gave three or ^mr hundred dollars towards bnildiag f<Nr 
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our jJreaehers one of the finest parsonages ob the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. She left a portion of her weal& to the 
Methodist Episcopal Ohureh South."* 

VII. ReT. JoHK Batstb, a member of the Conference, died 
at Cochranville, Ohwter county, Pa., Aug. 6, 1852.t After his 
death a will was found in his handwriting, duly signed, but 
not witnessed, and supposed to have been wntten during his 
last sickness. By that will it appeared that he was the owner 
of seven slaves in Maryland, and that he designed to free them 
at his death. But as the will was not wUnessedy it was not a 
legal instromenL 

It so happened, however, that some years previously, Mr. 
Bayne had licensed Kev. Andrew Manship, now Tract Agent 
of the Philadelphia Conference, as an exhorter ; and Idjr. Msltl' 
ship still had the license, with Mr. Bayne's signature attached ; 
and, as by the provisions of the will, it was evident that Mr. 
Bayne intended that his slaves should be free at his deatl^, his 
administrator, Bev. I. F. Boone, M. D., of the Philadelphia 
Conference, applied to the Court of Cecil county, Md., for tlie 
freedom of the slaves. Mr. Manship and another witness ap- 
peared before the court, and made oath to the handwriting of 
Mr. Bayne, and upon their testimony the will was declared 
valid, and the seven slaves were set at liberty. We had all 
these principal facts from Mr. Manship'' himself, who stated 
them openly, at the seat of the Conference, March 29th, 1858, 
in presence of Bev. Mr. McCarter and Bev. Henry Sutton, 
both members of the same Conferen<:e. Mr. Manidiip bore 
the joyful tidings of liberty to at least one of the slaves, and 
described the glowing rapture of her heart when she first 
learned that she was fjse3£. 

Vni. Kev. Wm. Qdinn, a member of the Conference, is 
the owner of some twenty slaves. In 1852 (the year that all 
the members of the Conference were asked, " Are you a dave- 
holder he was known to be a slavehdlder, and a resolution 
was adopted by the Confetence, requiring him to manumit his 
slaves. To keep up a show of o^edienc^e, he had deeds of 
manumission recorded, to take effect when each slave is thirty- 
five years old. Even tlie children of these manumitted slaves, 

• Kctures of Slavery, p. 886. f Minntes fbr that ytw, p. ». 
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«id their children after them, are held by this model Metho- 
dist preacher till thirty-five years old ; and then, when hard 
toil has stiffened their limbs, and begun to bleach their locks — 
when their children have grown up around them, still in sla- 
very, and the winter of life is coming on apace — then^ if they 
are willing to sever the ties that for thirty years have been 
binding them to the old plantation, and start out for them- 
selves when the best of life is gone, then they may be free I 
The juice of the orange has been pressed out for the use of tlie 
clerical master, and the poor old wom-ont negroes may now 
take the worthless rind, if they wish. This is Mr. Quinn's 
own showing.* He even claims it as a virtue that his slaves 
are all manumitted, to be free at thirty-live ! A friend of his, 
in apologizing for him, said that by freeing them at that age 
he had lost several thousand dollars ! 

This same Methodist preacher admitted that he had sent a 
slave to Baltimore, and sold him, but alleged as an excuse that 
the slave was a thief, and was liable to be arrested and con- 
victed, in which case he would be sold to go South. It was 
simply the old excuse of all Methodist slave-sellers — " He was 
a bad nigger, and I had to sell him" — though put into a little 
more pious form. Like all Mr. Quinn's slaves, "the boy" 
was " manumitted," to be free at thirty-five ; and Mr. Quinn 
claimed that it was a benevolent act to sell him in Baltimore 
till thirty-five, and prevent his being sold to go South for life. 
But for the alleged theft, we have only the word of the slave- 
seller, who had every motive for fabricating the charge. He 
must, of course, justify his crime against God and his fellow- 
man, and how natural that he should frame the old apology, 
that the slave was a thief, especially as every slave who eats 
an onion, or a chicken, raised by over-work, and on his own 
little "patch," if allowed one, is nevertheless a " thief" in the 
eye of slavery. 

But mark how Dr. Stevens fixed up this case, in the New 
York Advocate. He says : 

"A stateraeut was read from a ktter to the Conference, wherein Mr. 
Qainn affirmed that he bad disposed of a boy in the city of Baltimore, who, 
as a felon, was about to be sent South." 



* The reader should understand that the writer tttended the laat Mssion of the 
Philadelphia Conference (Mnroh, 1868) u counsel for Bev. J. D. Long. W« write 
UierefciS, apon tbess canes, from what we «ato and heard peraonally, and not from 
mere roaior or hearsay. 
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Now wo heard the letter from Mr. Qninp read, and the re- 
marks made upon it ; and we positively affirm that this is a 
gross misrepresentation, if not a slander upon the poor dumb 
negro. Even Mr. Quinn did not allege any thing of the kind. 
The idea conveyed by Mr. Stevens is, that .the negro had been 
arrested^ and convicted as a felony and as such was " about to 
be sent South ;" not a word of which is true. 

The whole case is this : a Methodist preacher of the Phila- 
delphia Conference sent a slave to market and sold him, and 
when called to an account for it, ojfered as an excuse that 
" the boy" had stolen, and was liable to be taken up, and sold 
to go South. For the truth of this showing, we appeal to Dre. 
CooPEE, and DuEBiN, and Hodgson, and even to Dr. Quigley 
liimself, who defended Mr. Quinn. The apology manufac- 
tured for him by Dr. Stevens, is wholly gratuitous, and with- 
out foundation. He has volunteered to screen a slaveholding 
and slave-selling Methodist preacher, and in so doing has li- 
belled a poor dumb slave. May the Lord pity all such editors ! 
But what did the Conference do in relation to this case ? They 
fii-st passed the following : 

" Besohed, That the character of the Rev. Mr. Quinn he passed, and 
that the inquiry into what he has done in reference to manumitting hia 
shives, in pursuance to his promises to the Conference at its session of 1842, 
be referred to a commission to be hereafter appointed to ascertain the facts 
:ind particulars in the case, and report the same to the Conference at its 
next session." 

This Mr. Stevens was very careful to quote. But was tlie 
" commission" ever appointed ? Never. Instead of announ- 
cing their names at the opening of the next session, as is cus- 
tomary in guch cases, the matter was allowed to hang, day 
after day, till near the close of the session, when the preceding 
resolution was reconsidered, and the whole subject laifJ on the 
tahle ! This Dr. Stevens did not publish, but left his readcre 
to suppose that a commission was actually put upon the track 
of the slaveholding preacher. 

Here, then, we have a member of the Philadelphia Confer- 
ence, who has been a slaveholder eince 1842, or lor sixteen 
years past, at least ; and known to be such by every member 
of the Conference. He has now twenty or more slaves, and 
is raising more as fast as he can, and has even commenced 
Belling off his superabundant stock. And yet, what of it? 
What did the Conference do with him? — simply, nothing / 
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The proposed commigaioii was a eliam from the beginning. 
The Conference had all the facts before them, and knew, with- 
out appointing a commission, that Mr. Quinn was an open 
traosgressor of the law of the Church, and of their own Con- 
fenmce rule in relation to his case, passed sixteen years ago. 

Ej passing his case as they did, the Conference most em- 
phaiically sanctioned slaveholdingj md sia-vo-breeding and aell- 
by members of the Conference. Mr. Quinn is thus ec- 
clesiastically whitewashed, and slavery and the slave-trade 
sanctified. As Mr. Quipn's character passed, the following 
resolution was offered : 

*''£esolved, That it is the senae of this Conference, that its requisition 
apoa its members [mark !] to manamit their slaves, according to the Di^sci- 
pline, shall be twenty-one years or under. J. Cunningham, 

C. J. Thompson." 

But this resolution was tabled in an instant, with clapping 
of hands ; and though two efforts were subsequently made by 
Brother Cunningham to get it up and act upon it, in one in- 
stance another subject was called up at once, and in the other 
no attention was paid to the motion. So the case was left.'"' 

IX. Rev. E. J. Way, on his name being called, arose and 
said : " 1 am a native of Pennsylvania. I have married two 
wives on the Peninsula [Md.], both of whom were the daugh- 
ters of slaveholders. On the death of my first father-in-law, 
he left ten slaves, of whom a part fell to me. They were all 
manumitted [that is, to be free, as we learned, at a future pe- 
riod, say at thirty-five years of age]. Some of the slaves had 
been sold, for one of whom $650 was realized. Of this amount, 
$60 fell to me, though I have not yet received it. I have pro- 
posed to my wife to invest it for the benefit of Jim, when his 
time is out, that he may go to Liberia, or take it and go East 
with it, and invest it in abolition tracts, or any thing else he 
chooses." [Greav. laughter.] "We read the above to Mr. Way 

* In the management of this and other casea at the name Conference, there were, 
in oar view, strong groanda of complaint against the preHidlng biuhop, both t» ro- 
)<pect8 hin administration, and the manner in which he itecmed to regard tlie elavo- 
Itoidera on the one hand, and the anti-slavery men of the Conference on the other. 
But as those matters will be reviewed hereafter in a more " offlciar' manner, we shall 
dispose of them in this pamphlet by a merely passiiig uoticvi in uiiotlier chapter. I f 
any reader would like to reud the proceedings of tiiat Tnemo):ab1c Conference in do- 
tail, let biai inclose 34 oents in stamps to the writer, No. lo We»t Forty-first street, 
New York, and wo will setid him "£ord«r MttAoditm and Jiorder Slatery," by J. 
M. lioCarter, a member of tbe Conference, who was present, and, like oonel^ took 
ftal! notes of all the pr6ceedings. 
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at the time, and he admitted its entire correctness. His char- 
acter was passed without a question. 

Rev. M. D. KuBTz's name being called, Brother Long arose 
and said he had good reason for believing that he was con- 
nected with slavery. His presiding elder thought his connec- 
tion was justified. Mr. Kurtz said he had no connection with 
slavery , except &^ involuntary connection. There were two 
or three slaves in whom his wife had an interest, but they were 
all manumitted, to be free at twenty-eight and thirty. He de- 
nied that he had any improper connection with slavery. 

Rev. Mr. Bishop moved that* the commission appointed to 
inquire into the case of Brother Quinn, be instructed to inquire 
into the circumstances of Brother Kurtz's slavehqlding also. 
Dr. Durbin opposed the motion. At this point the chair ar- 
rested the discussion, pending Brother Bishop's motion, by 
calling the name of the next elder on the list, leaving, as we 
supposed, the case of Brother Km'tz as laid over. But, as sub- 
sequent events proved, his character was thus passed, wUkout 
a vote of Conference^ though arrested by Brother Long, and 
upon his own admission a slaveholder ! 

XI. Rev. J. R. Mkreill, when his name was called, wished 
all to hear what he was about to say. He had stated, some 
days before, that he could convince the most ultra abolitionist 
that his slaveholding was benevolent. About four yeai"S since 
a colored man came into his possession [did not say how]. He 
wrote to a friend to tell the boy [all colored men are " boys," 
if a hundred years old] to go to work for himself, and when he 
could come and manumit him, he would do so. [" Manumit," 
i. e., to be free at thirty-five or fifty, or at death.] "When he 
went over where the boy was, he found a strong prejudice in 
the community against his manumission, on the ground that 
he was a drunkard. He did not know what to do, but told 
the boy to go to work, and as soon as he became reliable ho 
would manumit him. He hired him out, and directed his 
agent to give him half his wages, keeping tlie other half for 
the future benefit of the slave. He was obliged to hold him, 
in self-defence. [Brother Long whispered to us — "This is a 
case of scmctif^ slaveholding."] If the boy had been manu- 
mitted he would have become a miserable fellow, and been 
pointed at as a specimen of "free niggers." He held him, 
therefore, as a slave, first, for the good of the slave, and sec- 



80 



THB GREAT MOBAI, GRI8IB. 



oKtdly, that he might not, by freeing him, injure the cause of 
emancipation, which the abolitionists professed to love so well. 
But though he believed the position of the boy as a slave was 
the best for him and for the cause, he would do as the Con- 
ference said in regard to his emancipation. 

Rev. Wm. Cooper said he appreciated the benevolence of 
Brother Merrill, but the Discipline required the manumission 
of the slave, if held by a Methodist preacher ; and if Brother 
Merrill did not let go of the slave, the Conference would have 
to let go of him. 

Brother Long said the excuse of Brother Merrill for still 
holding the slave in bondage was, that he was inUrryperaU^ 
when the fact miglit be that the poor bondman hj^d fled to the 
intoxicating bowl under the influence of despair, in view of 
his being held in slavery by a Methodist preaclier ! • 

This hust, remark produced quite a sensation in the Confer- 
ence, wliereiipon the bishop rushed over the case by calling 
the name of tlie next elder on the list. "Nothing against 
Brother R.," was responded, when a brother arose and said — 
"1 am not satislied with the disposition of the case of Brother 
Merrill. I move, that it is the judgment of this Conference, 
that Brother Merrill should manumit his slave." 

The motion was put, and prevailed. 

To a person not acquainted with the Border method of inter- 
preting the Discipline, this may 1 ^ok a little anti-slavery wise. 
But " be not deceived." S' Should manumit his slave," simply 
meant to record a deed of manumission by which he should 
be free at some future time, say ten or twenty or thirty years 
hence. A similar resolution was passed in regard to Mr. 
Quinn in 1842, and' the way he complied with it was to manu- 
mit his slaves to be free at thirty-five, and their children at 
the same age ; and the Conference at its last session (1858) 
practically endoreed this kind of manumission^ as meeting the 
requirements of the Discipline ! 

Conversing with a prominent member of the Conference 
upon the subject, he said that the laws of Maryland forbade 
emancipation after the slave was fc *y years of age ; but as 
the Discipline only required the preacher to " execute, if it be 
practicable, a deed of manumission,'" &c., without specifying 
whsn the slave was to be made free by it, if the deed made 
him free at thirty-nine years, eleven months, and twenty-nine 
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days of age, under the laws of the 8tate, the preacher had met 
the req iirement of the Discipline. So Mr. Quinn keeps his 
slaves till they are tliirty-five — within five years of as long as he 
can and free them at all — and then lets them go if they wish 
to ! And then even claims it as a most benevolent act, and 
all for conscience' sake !" 

Now we regard this as the most cruel and hypocritical of all 
slaveholding. Kept till the best of life is gone ; tantalized with 
the hope of freedom which few live to enjoy ; stimulated thus 
to extra exertion for his master ; his children still retained in 
slavery ; the enormities of common slaveholding are even 
augmented ; and the accursed institution is perpetuated from 
generation to generation. And yet such is the accepted inter- 
pretation of the rule, and the practice of the preachers under 
it, in the Philadelphia Conference! Its obvious meaning is, 
that " whenever any travelling preacher becomes an owner of 
a slave or slaves, by any means," as by marriage or bequest, 
*' he shall foifeit his ministerial character in our Church, unless 
he execute, if it be practicable, a legal emancipation,"* not a 
deed of manumission to take eifect ten or twenty years hence. 
But they meet the rule by executing a " deed of manumission,'' 
to take effect, if the poor slave lives, years and years after- 
wards. Hence the stress laid upon their " deeds of manumis- 
sion" in the case of Mr. Quinn and in the case following. 

XI 1. Rev. Wm. "Warnee, of the same Conference, is also a 
slaveholder. When his name was called before the Confer- 
ence, he arose and said he had inherited several slaves from 
his father's estate, whom he still owned; but they were all 
"manumitted," to be free, the females at twenty-five and the 
boys at twenty-eight, and their issue at the same age. He 
believed himself justified in his course, both by the Discipline 
and the Bible. The bishop called another name, and so Mr. 
"Warner's character was passed. 

Tlius we have not only the testimony of Drs. Ckoss and 
Dkems and McFkrrin and Lee to the general fact that we 
have slaveholders now in the travelling ministry, on the Bor- 
der ; but also a clear case of one slaveholder in the Baltimore 
Conference ; of one widow of a travelling preacher who was 

• " Ekamoipate. To Mt flree from bondage ; to restore to liberty. 
EiunocPATiOM. The act of eettioff free from slavery ; deliverance from bondage." 

6 



83 



'Vim GEKA-'f CRISIS. 



a slaveholder ; of one member of the Philadelphia Conference 
who died in J! 853 the owner of seven slaves ; and of five mem- 
bers of that body who are now slaveholders, owning from one 
to twenty ! And in one case a venerable elder had even sold 
one of his slaves! 5 And all this is allowed by that body of 
two hundred Christian ministers', with one of onr- bishops at 
their head ! If ot the slightest whisper of disapprobation was 
heard in regard to any one of them. The great effort on ail 
hands, with the exception of some half a dozen men, was, as God 
is witness of the truth, and we must answer to Him in the Last 
Day, to cove)' iip the iniquity y and screen the slaveholding 
PKEAOHERS FsoM BOTH EXPOSURE AND JUSTICE ! ! Yea, and while 
we pen these lines, the slaves of these I^^Methodist Preach- 
ere ! (Heaven pity ns !) are toiling in bondage under the eye 
and lash of their overseers ! O Lord ! how long ! how long ! ! 

Of the number of slaves held by all these Methodists — pri- 
vate members, leaders, trustees and stewards, exhortei's, local 
and travelling preachers — we cannot of eoui-se speak definitely. 
But all the known tacts point to the unwelcome conclusion 
that they are to be numbered by tens of tJbousands. As con- 
firmatory of the general estimates on pages 43, 44, take the 
following additional, and even more conclusive considerations. 
^The census of 1850, taken in connection with our annual Min- 
utes, shows that there cannot be less than one hundred thou- 
sand human beings now held in slavery by members of the 
3^ethodist Episcopal Church. 

That the Methodists are numerous and wealthy, and hold 
slaves in great numbei*s, in Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, 
will not be doubted. It is attested, on all hands, by those 
who know, and is not denied now, even by the veriest apolo- 
gists for slavery. This being unquestionable, let us look at 
certain other facts and figures : 

1. By the last census (1850), there were 3,204,313 slaves in 
the United States, with a regular increase of 100,000 a year. 
Tliis will give us now (1858), over four millions of slaves. But 
take the census of 1850—3,204,313 slaves. Of these, 914,376 
(which is 113,298 more than one fourth of the whole) are held 
within the present limits of the Methodist Episcopal Church I 
"We have the very breeding-grounds of slaveiy for the whole 
South still left within our border. Indeed, what Ireland has 
for years been to Komanism in this country, Delaware, Mary- 
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hmdj and Virginia are to the. more Southern States. Let not 
this most important fact (as shown on page'-iS) be lost sight of. 

2. By De Bow's Compendium^ page 95, we find that there 
are only 347,525 slaveholders, who own the 3,204,313 slaves ; 
which gives an average of over nine slaves to each slaveholder 
in the United States. If, therefore, we have only 15,000 slave- 
holders in the Methiodist Episcopal Church (which we believe 
to be a low estimate), and they hold an average number of 
slaves witli other slaveholders, there must be 135,000 slaves 
now held in this republic by the professed followers of John 
"Wesley ! 

3. The census, as shown on page 43 of this pamphlet, reports 
136,958 slaveholders and 914,376 slaves as still within the 
present limits of the Methodist Episcopal Church. This will 
give an average of six and two thirds slaves to each slave- 
holder in that particular territory. If, therefore, our 15,000 
Methodist slaveholders on the Border, who are known to be 
among the most wealthy citizens, hold as many slaves on an 
average as other slaveholders do in the same localities, we 
cannot have less than 100,000 slaves held by the 15,000 slave- 
holders. 

Tl-iis we believe to be the solemn and dreadful truth ; that 
we have this day more than one hundred thousand slaves 
held by membera of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
Border Cojiferences ! 

jSfow let us sum up the testimony adduced in the preceding 
chaptei-s, in regard to the connection of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church with slavery. Wq have shown — 

Mi'si, That our original position was one of theoretical and 
practical hostility to slavery, in all its moods and tenses — that 
John Wesley and his early followers were all abolitionists — 
that Watson, and Clarke, and Bradburn, and GARSErrsoN 
were abolitionists — that our fii-st two bishops, Coke and As- 
3URY, were abolitionists — that McKendree, our fourth bishop, 
was an abolitionist ; and, indeed, that ail the first Methodists, 
from 1739 to 1784, whether in England or America, were abo- 
litionists. We have also proved, what no sane man who knows 
the facts will deny, that the Methodist Episcopal Church was 
organized in 1784 upon the most thorough abolition principles ; 
and with a fixed and avowed determination on the part of our 
fathers, now with God, not only to extirpate slavery from the 
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Methodist Episcopal Church (for there were o few stavdaolders 
then among the Methodists), bnt also from the republic^ 

Second, We have ahowa that fponi 1784 to 1844, the en- 
ctoachmente of slavery were gradual and incessant, till we 
were called upon to either take a stand against it, or tolerate 
it in the highest office in the Church, viz., in the Episcopacy. 
For half a centnry the legislation the Chnrch has been sha- 
ping itself more and more to the growing demands of slavery, 
and the increasing corruption of the Church by it, till in 1843 
and 1844 we lost some 400,000 members by secession, all 
chargeable to slavery. 

Third, That notwithstanding the great Sonthern secession, 
there was slave territoiy enough left in the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and slaveholders enough, to corrupt us to the 
heart — ^that we have now from ten to twenty thousand slave- 
holders in our Church ; among whom are hundreds of leaders, 
stewards, trustees, exhortei's and local preachei*s, deacons, and 
elders, who own, raise, buy, and sell slaves, as suits their con- 
venience and interest, and with utter impunity. 

Fourth, That there cannot be less than one htjni>ked thou- 
sand SLAVES now owned, and held in bondage by Methodists, 
in tlie Northern portion of the original Methodist Episcopal 
Church; and, 

Finally, That we have from ten to twenty travelling preach- 
ers, more or less, in the Border Conferences, who openly hold 
slaves, from one to twenty each, without the slightest censure 
or disapproval on the part of the Conferences with which they 
stand connected ; and that no efforts are made on the part of 
the executive autliorities of the Chnrch to stay this incoming 
tide of sin and co'rruption. 

Now if anv man can look these facts in the face, and not 
say that we are infinitely worse off, so far as connection with 
slavery is concerned, than we were before the division of 1844, 
we envy him not his knowledge, or judgment, or candor. 
Much as it may mortify our denominational pride, we may 
better own the whole truth, and by God's help seek to recover 
ourselves out of the snare of the devil, than to conceal, or re- 
fuse to look at the truth, till it is too late to retrieve our lost 
character and moral power. So far as this subject is con- 
cerned, the Methodist Episcopal Chnrch in America is a fallen 
Church. She has sadly departed from her original position 
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ftnd dliarftcter. T^niay tiiero fure over 2000 trftvellingt ftnd ' 
6000 local Met'^^odist preachers in the South; trith a Disci- 
pline that ever llows "Qrhat l^e laws of Oongrees pronoiniice 
" piracy ■ and reaching that slavery is of God, and perfectly 
consistent with all the requirements of the -Bible. ^ And in the 
Xorthem portion we are hastening on to the same <K)nsammar 
tion, so far as our slave territory is concerned^ as fast as time 
and the Powers of Darkness can huny m to rain. Bating 
what genuine anti-slavery principle there is in the Northern 
Conferences, f om the crown of the head to the soles of the 
feet there is i. soundness in us, but wounds, and bruises, atid 
putrefying sores ; that have not been bound up, neither molli- 
fied with ointment. And our condition in this respect is grow- 
ing worse and worse, every year, and every day. 



Such is the present connection of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church with Slavery ! Think of it, ye men of God who read 
these pages ! Tliink of it, ye disgraced and outraged ministers 
of the Northern Conferences, our "companions in arms!" 
Think of it, ye Leaders and Stewards and Exhorters who 
breathe the free air of the North I Think of it, ye six thou- 
sand Local Preachers, Deacons, and Elders, who are laboring 
for God and Methodism in the Free States I Think of it ! Th^ 
Church of Wesley, and Bbadbuen, and Fletcheb, and Coke, 
and AsBURY, and Gakbettson, and MoKeitdkee— the Church 
of Class Meetings, and Love Feasts, and Camp Meetings, and 
Revivals — the Church of Free Grace, the Witness of the Spirit, 
and Entire Sanctification — a Church once torn asunder East 
and West by slavery, like the rending of an earthquake — this 
Church, and such a Church, in this land of liberty, and in 
1858, with thousands of slaveholders in her bosom ; hundreds 
in her local ministry; and from six to twenty, we know not 
how many, even among the travelling ministers ! I Oh ! " tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon, lest 
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of 
the uncircumcised triumph." 

Christian reader! Are you satisfied with such a state of 
things, even if it should grow no worse ? Are you willing to 
have our beloved Church and our common Christianity Sms 
corrupted and caricatured and scandalized by a few thousand 
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alavebplders still left on onr SoutlLem Border ; not more than 
one in twenty of onr entire membership ? Do you say, " Keep 
quiet— don't agitate the .subject — don't bring these facts out 
before onr people" &c.l God forbid I Christ from above 
cries out to yon and ns, Oby ALOin> and spasb not !" Hie 
shining hosts of Methodists beyond the grave, respond : " Ory ! 
C»yI Ost!! lift up yoor voices like trumpets! Show the 
people their transgressions, and the house of !&rael their sinH.*' 
WittSLXty and OoKs, and Asbubt, and HcSbndbek, and Geosok, 
and Emobt, and Hedtono, and Wavoh — ^all now join in the 
celestial mandate, " Cry I Oiy ! I Oby ! ! 1 and save from utter 
corruption and ruin the Ohusch, which Christ has purchased 
with his own blood !" 

Have we not, as a Ohnrch, slept over this subject long 
enough already ) Have we not suffered enough and been dis- 
graced enough by it ? Is it not time that something was done, 
not ozdy to arrest the onward march of slavery in our Church, 
but to either bring our thousands of slaveholders to repentance 
and reformation, or drive them from among ns ? If our be- 
loved Bishops will not take down the scourge, and drive 
these money-changers from God's temple, should not the 
Northern ministry and laity do it? "We think they should. 
And for the love we bear to Christ, to the world, and to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church — the Church of onr spiritual birth 
and toil — we intend to do all we can with tongue and pen and 
money, as 6bd may enable us, to bring about such a result in 
1860. Precisely what should be done, we will endeavor briefly 
to sketch in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE FOB THE BlXTIBPATION OP SLAVERY. 

" Whai shall he done for the esetirpaiion of the evil of 
slavery f" has been a standing inquiry in the Discipline for 
more than sixty years ; and yet, what has been done f All 
this time slavery has been increasing in the Church, till in 1S44 
and 1845 it reached a crisis ; first driving off some 20,000 mesi' 
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bers and 200 ministers in the North, and next taking with it 
850,000 members and 2000 ministers in the South. Bnt a seed 
of iniquity was left behind. The amputation was too low down« 
The gangi ae left upon the bleeding stump has again infected 
the whole body. We are absolutely worse off to-day, so far 
as connection with slavery is oonoemed, than we were in 
1844. Then we did not know of half tlie slaVeholding in the 
membership, in proportion to the whole, that we now know to 
exist. Then we knew of no cases of buying and selling slaves 
among Methodists; but now we know it to be comm<m. 
Then we knew of no local preachers, and deacons, and elders 
who held slaves; now they can be numbered by hundreds. 
Then a member of the Baltimore Conference was suspended 
for owning a slave through his wife ; now several own slaves 
in this way, and one at least ua his own rights and no notice is 
taken of it. Then there were no slaveholders in the Philadel- 
phia Conference ; now there are at least five in that Confer- 
ence, even upon their own admission; and the Conference 
does not even express their disapproval. Neither did the pre- 
siding bishop exert himself to prevent the passage of their 
character, or to have the Conference disapprove of their con- 
duct. We write this with pain. We helped to elect Bishop 
Ames, and personally have nothing against him. On the 
coutrary, we like him personally, and would much rather, if 
we could, speak in his praise, than to write disapprovingly of 
his official acts. He lias always treated us well, and we have 
no prejudices or ill feeling to gratiiy. With the feelings of a 
Christian, we trust, glowing in our bosom, and wishing him a 
thousand blessings, we are constrained to disapprove of his 
com'se at tlie Philadelphia Conference, and again to call the 
attention of the Methodist public to it. We owe it to the 
Anti-slavery cause ; to the Methodist Episcopal Church ; and 
to the honor of Methodist Episcopacy, if not to Bishop Axes 
and the slaveholding preachers themselves. - " We love Ceesar 
much, but Kome more." 

And now, as to what ought to be done : 

I. A memorial should be got up, addressed to the Baltimore 
and Philadelphia Conferences, at least, and signed by thou- 
sands of travelling preachers in the Northern Conferences, 
praying them, for Christ's sake, for the peace and purity ef th« 
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Church, and the honor of their brethren in the Free States, as 
well as their own, to put away the accursed thing from among 
them ; to appoint no more slaveholding class-leaders or stew- 
ards; to license no more slaveholding exhorters or local 
preachers ; to elect no more to deacons' or elders' orders ; and 
to enforce "the Discipline as it is" against all incumbents 
of any of these offices, who hold thoir positions, as all slavehold- 
ing officers do, in violation of the laws of the Church. And 
above all, should we entreat them to enforce the Discipline 
against all slaveholding members of their Conferences. Not 
only are the non-slaveholding members of the Border Confer- 
ences disgraced by the connection of their fellow-laborers with 
slavery, but we also, every Methodist preacher in the Church, 
even to the shores of Lake Erie and Ontario, and to the pine 
forests of Northern Maine. They owe it to us all, to roll away 
this reproach. And if appealed to in a memorial, respectful in 
language, and breathing the spirit of Christ, they might regard 
our earnest prayer. 

n. If no favorable action is taken upon, this subject by 
these Conferences, at their next sessions, then a complaint 
should be lodged against them at the next General Conference, 
by the anti-slavery men of that body, for mal-administration; 
in allowing their preachers to appoint men to official stations 
in the Church, who are not eligible to such posts ; as, for in- 
stance, slaveholders, to the offices of leaders, stewards, exhort- 
ere, and local preachei-s. (See Discipline, page 213.) And 
above all, in electing slaveholding local preachers to deacons' 
and elders' orders, and allowing travelling preachers to hold 
slaves. 

Tliat the General Conference has the right to administer 
discipline upon the Annual Conference — at least, to reprove and 
censure, if not to disfellowship Ihem — ^is beyond all question. 
Indeed, this right is virtually exercised by that body every 
four years, in reviewing the Journals of the several Annual 
Conferences, and sometimes disapproving or censuring their 
acts.. This right is involved in adjudicating every appeal that 
comes before the General Conference. 

Upon this subject Bishop Hedding says ; 

"That body [the General Conference] not only makes * rules and regcola- 
tlon&* bnt administers discipline, first upon the bishops, and secondly on 
the Annas! Conferences. » ♦ » 
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^^I Stud the General Conference administers discipline on the Annnal 
Oonferftnces. The General Conference constitutes these bodies, fixes their 
bounds, and autliorizes them to act as Conferences ; and therefore governri 
them. For this purpose they are required to bring a copy of the record of 
their proceedings to the General Conference for examination. And wlien 
it is remembered that some of those Annnal Conferences are at a great dis- 
tance from eacli other, that they are situnted in countries of different ip tu- 
ners, customs, and laws, it will be natural to suppose what is a fact, tii it 
there is a constant tendency, in some one or otfier of them, to go astny 
from Methodism. The unity and prosperity of the body then will depemi, 
under God, in a great degree, on the watchful oversiglit the General Cau- 
ferehce shall exercise over the Annual Conferences. 

" But should an Annual Conference do wrong, what power has the Gen- 
eral Conference to punish? Administer censure, reproof, and exhortation, 
as the case may require. But should the majority oi an Annual Conference 
become heretical, or countenance immorality, what can the General Con- 
ference do ? Other remedies may answer in some cases, yet I know of only 
one that can be constitutionally administered in all cases. Tliat is, let the 
General Conference command the bishops to remove the corrupted majority 
of an Annual d.mference to other parts of the work, and scatter them 
among other Annual Conferences, where they can be governed, and sup- 
ply their jdaces with better men from other Conferences. 

" But sucli men would not go at tlio appointment of the bishop. Per- 
haps tliey would not personally; but their names, and their membership 
would go wh'jre they coxdd be dealt with as their sins should deserve."— 
(Discourse on the Administration of Discipline, pp. 7, 25-27.) 

This discourse was published in 184:1, and had all the force 
of an oflBicial exposition of the Discipline. It was bound up 
with the Discipline in 1843, and was virtually endorsed by the 
General Conference of 1844, in approving of Bishop Hedding's 
official ao^. 

The part of the discoui-se above quoted was underetood at 
the time as an intimation, that unless the anti-slavery men of 
New England kept pretty quiet, tliey might get transferred to 
Florida or Mississippi. 

Now we suppose this doctrine will hold equally good as to 
slaveholding Conferences and preachers. And if the G^eneral 
Conference has authority to reprove and censure a slaveholding 
Conference, and does not do it, she becomes a tacit party to 
the crime, and endorses slaveholding by official members, local 
and travelling preachers, in the most effectual maaner. The 
honor of the whole Church will therefore be involved in the 
course which the next General Conference takes, in regard to 
the Baltimore and Philadelphia Conferences. And unless they 
reform at their next sessions respectively, their administmtive 
and moral apostesy should be formally brought before the next 
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General Conference, in the shape of a bill of charges and spe- 
ciiicatious. 

in. The Committee on Episcopacy should investigate the 
public allegations of Dr. McFerrin, in regard to our bishops ; 
and ascertain, as in the case of Bishop Andrew in 1844, which 
of the bishops, if any, are connected with slavery, and to what 
extent. And also, whether or not they have knowingly or- 
dained either local or travelling ministers as deacons or elders, 
and to what extent ; and to take such action as the results of 
their inquiries may demand. And if the Committee do not 
seem disposed to do their duty upon this delicate subject, it 
should be brought before the whole body, and made the duty 
of the committee by special resolution. 

ly. The administration of Bishop Ames, at the Philadelphia 
Conference of March, 1858, should be thoroughly investigated. 
It has been publicly alleged that he decided that no man could 
be arrested in the examination of character before the Confer- 
ence, except upon written charges and specifications — that he 
passed the character of several slaveholding preachers, know- 
ing them to be such, and when under verbal arrest for slave- 
holding, hi/ episcopal pre.rogative, and without a vote of Con- 
fefrence ! It lias also been alleged that he took a strong party 
stand with the slaveholders, speaking commendingly of one of 
them ; and making remarks respecting the pertinency of the 
question, " Are you a slaveholder ?" calculated to throw odium 
and ridicule upon the few anti-slavery men of the Conference, 
and which did have that effect. 

All this and even more has been publicly alleged by respon- 
sible Metliodist preachers. It is either true or false. K false, 
the persona so misrepresenting the facts in the case should be 
expelled from the Church. If true, the administration of the 
bishop concerned should be either approved or condemned. 
The honor of our Episcopacy and of the Church, ns well as our 
future safety against erroneous decisions and unwarrantable 
prerogatives, require it. Even-handed justice should be 
meted out to every man alike, whether the humblest preacher 
in our ranks, or the most influential dignitary of the Church. 
For these and many other reasons the administration of Bishop 
Amks, at the Philadelphia Conference of 1858, should be re- 
ligiously but thoroughly investigated. 
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V. The next General Conference should give some expres- 
sion of its views in regard to the propriety qf our bishops seek- 
ing to exert a controlling influence over the legislation of the 
Church. If the Episcopacy see lit to present an Address to 
each General Conference (a duty, by the way, that is nowhere 
required by the Discipline), it ought to be understood w^heiher 
or not they are expected to inform the General Conference 
what they can or cannot do by way of legislation. The ques- 
tion is, should the executive authority of the Church seek t<y 
control or direct the legislative department? Should our 
bishops feel at liberty to forestall the action of the General 
Conference upon any subject, by volunteeiing their opinions, 
or faith, or doubts, or fears ? 

In 1844, wh^n a bishop had gone into slaveholding, the 
Episcopacy endeavored to prevent action against him, by ur- 
ging a postponement for four years ; but the General Confer- 
ence took tlieir own view of the matter, and acted as they 
thought best. In 1856, the Episcopacy again interfered with 
pending legislation, in their Address at Indianapolis, by ex- 
pressing their " strong doubts," whether the General Confer- 
ence had a right to legislate slav.ery out of the Church. A 
majority of the body were indignant when that portion of the 
Address was read ; and some talked courageously against it in 
private, for a day or two ; but, with one exception, no man 
alluded to the " outrage" upon the floor of the Conference, and 
in hearing of the bishops. But the procedure gave general 
dissatisfaction throughout most of the Church. It was tiiought 
to be an unwarrantable interference, designed to shield slavery ; 
and that this suspicion was not an unchaiitable one, is proved 
by the fact, that me of the bishops, at least, has since said, 
th^t they (the bishops) supposed their opinion, thus expressed, 
would have the efiect to prevent legislation against slavery ; and 
that they put it into the Episcopal Address for that purpose I 

Now if this is a prerogative of our Episcopacy, we have 
not a word to say, further than this : that we think their pre- 
rogatives should, in this respect, be curtailed. But if it is not 
proper for our bishops to bring their immense influence and 
authority to bear upon the legislation of the Church, especially 
to shield an overshadowing enormity, then the General Con- 
ference ought iu some respectfiil and appropriate manner to 
indicate their views. 
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It is high time that a guard was set up at this point. " I am 
now going home," said the lamented J. B. Finley to us, just 
before the close of the last General Conference ; " I am now 
going home, and shall never be at another General Conference. 
But I want you young men to knock that episcopal ordination 
out of the Discipline, or we are gone. I have seen that at this 
General Conference that I never expected to see, and it alarms 
me." And the " Old Chief" paced the portico of the capitol 
backward and forward, as if deeply distressed in mind. These 
were the last words we ever heard from his lips ; and we un- 
derstood them to refer to the immense influence of the bishops, 
growing largely out of their third ordination, and the recen*. 
misuse of that influence, as he conceived, in interfering with 
the legislation of the Church. 

As pertinent in this connection, we will here quote an ex- 
tract from an article that appeared in Zion'a Herald, for Oct. 
28, 1857, over the signature of " MoNnoR." Alluding to the 
article, Dr. Haven said : " Tlie communication under this title 
is from one of the ablest men in the Church, and who holds 
one of the most responsible of its oflices. Of course none will 
fail to read it." Whether rightfully or not, the ai'ticle has 
generally be6n credited to Dr. Wiikdon, editor of the Metho- 
dist Qiui)i£rly Review / and, if his, is certainly no disparage- 
ment to either his head or heart. He says : * 

"Again, this Border power may very seriously affect an Episcopftcy. 
"We know not by what charm they can accomplish it; but it is an imagin- 
able idea that a Border overseership can as^iimilatd to \\^ own image an en- 
tiro episcopal bench. Time was in bonny England when it was said that 
*a Liberal promoted, became a Conservative in offic/f.' A stat« of thin'^-j 
is conceivable when the sure way to convert a man from abolitionism is to 
elect him bi^<hop. We have heard of the cave of Trophoniu:*, throu^'li 
winch the man who passed was never seen again to smile. Anti-slavery 
fanciers have even now imagined that our Episcopacy can be a Trophonian 
cave, through which they have seen more than one once jovial abolitionist 
pass— and tliey Imve never since been able to catch one smile from beneath 
his mitred brow. There is a posoibility for the episcopal sunshine to be select- 
ive and beam only upoii pro-slavery objects ; while its dark, withering niglit- 
nide may shed damp and gloom over every anti-slavery point and personal- 
ity. Episcopacy may otter speeches at our indignant Conferences whi(;h 
conservatism, that is, political conservatism, shall quote to the echo; mny 
pass eulogies upon slaveholders scarce consistent with the tenor of our Dis- 
cipline; may interpose at General Conference constitutional objections just 
at the crisis of action ; may never be heard to utter one anti-slavery clau- 
.tvla, uniil lorced to 8i>eak in self-defence in a foreign land. Such a sym- 
pathy may exist between the Border overseership and an EpiscoiKioy, as 
that tlie iatler may 8«cm to become 'ovkbskers over the Ohurcij of (Jod,' 
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in a sort of plantatioa sense. The Episcopacy we conceive to be au orna- 
ment, a crowning capital to the Church, giving it a mpiesty impressive 
npon the public mind ; but sad ia the case when it shall permanently cease 
to be the true representative, as well as the crown of the Ohnrch. Not 
long would the Ohorch in such a case rest without seeking some method 
of restoring the harmony between the body and the head." 

This is all supposition, of course, but when one states a& pos- 
sible, what has to some extent taken place already, the appli- 
cation is irresistible. 

But letting the past go, we think it is due to its own honor, 
as well as to good order and peace among ourselves, that the 
next General Conference give some expression of their views 
upon this subject ; for if our bishops should chance to become 
pro-slavery, as every one will admit to be possible, and should 
bring all their immense influence and patronage to bear upon 
successive General Conferences to prevent legislation against 
slavery, we might weep and pray and toil in vain, for a pure 
Church, till the end of time. 

VI. The present chapter on slavery, Discipline, page 212, 
should be stricken out, every woi*d of it, except the title, and 
the first four lines. With this exception, the whole chapter is 
eminently pro-slavery. The Jifth answer to the question, 
" What shall be done for the extirpation of the evil of slavery," 
is, that bishops may employ colored preachers ; as if it required 
a special dispensation to allow a colored man to preach 1 The 
fourth answer conforms our treatment of colored preachers 
and official members to "the usages of the country." The 
third fully allows " all our members," to hold " their slaves," 
provided they teach them to read, &c. The second allows a 
travelling preacher to own slaves, if the State where he lives 
will not allow of emancipation ; for he is to emancipate if it 
be practicable," by the State laws. If, therefore, there be no 
emancipation laws, then he may hold his slaves still, according 
to the Discipline. It does not require him to liberate his 
slaves, if need be, by. letting them go to a free State, but, on 
the contrary, the Discipline is subjugated to the iniquitous 
laws and usages of the slave States. And the ^st answer al- 
lows official members to hold slaves to any extent, provided 
the State laws are only right. But none of these provisoe 
cover the slaveholders now in the Methodist Episcopal Ohnrch, 
as already shown on page 56. 
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Buch being the general character of the present chapter on 
Slavery, we regard it as a disgrace to the Church to have it 
remain upon our statute-book another hour ; and we earnestly 
prar that as early as May 15, 1860, it may disappear from 
the pages of the Discipline ybr^u^ / 

Vn. In place of the cancelled pro-slavery chapter, the 
General Conference should insert a clear and effectual prohib- 
itory and extirpatory law. It should at last do eomeihing for 
the " extiepation" of slavery. This will require the two fol- 
lowing provisions : 

Ist. That no slaveTiolder shaU ever hereafter he admitted into 
the Methodist JSpiscopal Church ; and, 

2d. That those now in the Church — ministerSy oj^icial inem-^ 
bersy and private members alike — sliall he required to either 
liberate their slaves or retire from the Church; or else shall he 
excluded from it. 

A brief, well-guarded, and unambiguous law, to this effect, 
inserted in place of what we now have in the chapter, is, in 
our view, what we want, and all wo want. We also regard 
direct legislation in the chapter, as the only legitimate and safe 
process of legislating slaveholding out of the Church. 

As to the idea of some, that we may prohibit tlie future ad- 
mission of slaveholders, but ought not to Discipline those now 
in the Church, it does not accord with our ideas of right, or of 
good policy. If a slaveholder is too bad a man to be admitted 
into the Church, those already in are too bad to be allowed to 
stay in it. It would be a great piece of inconsistency, it seems 
to us, to keep from ten to twenty tliousand slaveholders in the 

Church, till they die off and go to (we dare not say 

Heaven^ and so leave the reader to fill the blank as he chooses), 
while we shut the door in the face of five or ten thousand more 
who viosh to come in. It would be another moral compromise ; 
and like all compromises with sin, weald corrupt and curse us. 
It would rob the prohibitory legislation of all its moral force, 
and make the Methodist Episcopal Church the laughing-stock 
of slaveholders, as well as of all the Churches in the land. 
With such a statutory toleration of slavery, it would never die 
out — ^NSVEs! The administration on the Border would rectify 
the inconsistency of the Discipline, not by putting slaveholders 
out, but by letting others in ; and slavery would be perpetu- 
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ated in the Methodist Episcopal Church for a hundred years 
to come, 

Witli the feai* that such legislation would be ex post facto 
we have no sympathy. The General Rulea, professedly based 
upon the Bible, and the teachings of the Holy Spirit in truly 
awakened hearts, forbid doing harm ; doing to others as we 
would not they &hould do to us ; doing what we know is not 
for the glory of God, &c. They either tliereby forbid slave- 
holding, or they do not. K they do not, then slaveliolding is 
no "harm ;" is what we would have others do to us ; is written 
by the Spirit of God in the heart, and is for the glory of God. 
We ought, therefore, to encourage and not to legislate againlst 
it. But if the General Rules forbid it, as much as they do pi- . 
racy, or arson, or sodomy, which they nowhere mention by 
name, then we have had law against slaveholding all along, 
and before the fact ; and the proposed extirpatory law would 
not be ex post facto. 

We contend tliat hy the fundamental law of the Church — 
the General Rules — non-slaveholding has been a condition of 
membership from tlie beginning, and is still. It is the admiiv- 
iatration on the Border, and not the law of the Church, that 
has filled her with slaveholders. " K that is Methodism," said 
Rev. J. B. FiNLEY, after hearing Abel Stevens' speech in the 
last General Conference; "if that is Methodism, then I am 
not and never have been a Methodist." And even the conser- 
vative Pkteb Caetwbight said, " I don't believe that doctrine. 
I have always told them that every slaveholder in the Meth- 
odist Church was there in violation of the Discipline." This 
is the true view of the case, so far as the Constitution of tlie 
Church is concerned. 

On the other hand, to concede that a law excluding slave- 
holders now in the Church, would be ex postfacto^ is to admit 
that they are lawfully in the Church ; or, in other words, that 
the very Constitution of the Chwch protects them in holding 
slaves. K this be so, then the same Constitution guarantees 
membership to all slaveholders that apply for admission, and 
a merely prohibitory law would be unconstitutional. The 
whole question turns upon the claim set up at the last General 
Conference — ^whether or not we are oonstitutionally^ as well as 
administratively, a slaveholding Church. If we ar«, we can- 
not legislate in the chapter at all, even to prohibit the fatnre 
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adinission of slaveholders, till we change the Constitution ; and 
if we are noty then an excluding law is in harmony with our 
fundamental law, and would not be expost facto. 

We are opposed, tlierefore, to a temporizing legislation that 
shall give to some 15,000 slaveholders a life-lease of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church. Heaven knows we have had enough 
of them, and suifered enough by them ! And whether we 
succeed or fail ; or, if we succeed, whether the Border regard 
the law, or nullify it or secede, we should attempt to make 
tlie Discipline bight, whatever may be the consequences. 
Even if it were tnie that, by management and scheming, slavery 
had got an advantage over freedom and moral purity, in the 
disciplinary framework of the Church, even theji, let what 
might follow, we would have Christ's Church tear down the 
black flag of slavery, and run up, and nail to the mast, the 
white flag of liberty, holiness, and peace. We cannot admit 
that the Discipline is of higher authority than the Bible. We 
should obey God rather than man, though a thousand Dis- 
ciplines were torn into fragments. Such is our moral phi- 
losophy. 

But we are brought to no such altei*native. The fundamen- 
tal law of the Church, built upon the Bible, is in harmony 
with it ; and all we want now is consistent and thorough statu- 
tory legislation in the chapt<jr on slavery, carrying out and 
applying the pure and holy principles of the Constitution. 
■ Aiid this will we have, if God permit. 

There are two other modes of legislation proposed, to which 
wo ought, perhaps, to )^ve some attention. The first is, to ap- 
pend a note to the General liule, explaining it according to 
its original design, as opposed to all slaveholdiug. Next to 
direct legislation in the chapter, we regard this as the best 
measure. But we believe it liable to more and weightier ob- 
jections than can be urged against legislation in the chapter ; 
and that it will be far less likely to succeed. 

1. It virtually concedes that we have no right to legislate 
in the chapter. Else why not go there at once, and not go to 
tinkering the Constitution, by tacking an explanatory note 
to it? 

2. If it could be urged with effect in 1866, that we could 
not condemn slaveholding in the chapter by a majority vote, 
because it would be equivalent" to a change of the General 
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RuleB, what would be said of appending an explanatory note 
to the Constitution, without the constitutional process of amend- 
ment ? "Would not the appending of such a note to the Gen- 
eral Kule, be much, nore like " altering" the General Kule, 
than legislation in the statute-book, entirely away from the 
Constitution ? We think it would ; and that it would not only 
meet with less favor and stronger opposition than direct legis- 
lation, on that account, but would leave us far more exposed in 
case of another Southern secession, and a second appeal to the 
civil tribunals. 

3. This note process looks too much to us like dodging the 
issue now raised, and which we ought openly and fairly to 
meet, viz., the constitutional question. If the Constitution - 
protects slaveholders, then we ought not to thrust at them by 
a note of interpretation appended to it. It is, it seems to us, 
an unmanly way of condemning them. 

We wish to condemn all slaveholding operdy and fai/rl/y^ 
and before the light of the sun. It is only from the belief 
that the Constitution is anti-slavery, that we can tolerate the 
idea of appending a note to the Rule for a moment. And 
even then we don't like it. It is less franh and ma/nly it seems 
t ■» us, than it would be to put an effectual prohibitory law into 
the chapter on slavery. Still, we should reluctantly vote for 
it, if in the next General Conference and we could get nothing 
better. 

So much for what is called the "Interpretation policy," to 
which several of the Northwestern Conferences have this year 
(1858) committed themselves. 

Another plan is that advocated by Abel Stevens and others, 
at the last General Conference, viz., to change the General 
Rule on slavery, if any thing, by getting a vote of three fourths 
of all the preachers present and voting in the several Annual 
Conferences ; and two thirds of the succeeding General Con- 
ference — this being the vote required to change any of the 
General Rules. The original ground for this change was, that 
the General Rule proteds slaveholders ; and the Church can- 
not legally disfranchise them, except by an alteration of her 
Constitution. This doctrine, however, is now almost univer- 
sally repudiated throughout the non-slaveholdmg Oonferenoes. 
And yet, though the original ground of the argument for such 
a change is repudiated, there are those, though a minority wo 
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are confident, who think it best to attempt to change the Gen- 
eral Hale on slavery. To this attempt we are most decidedly 
opposed, and for the following reasons : 

1. It is not necessary in order to legislate slavery ont of the 
Church. Few, indeed, can now be found who do not repu- 
diate the doctrine, that the Constitution of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church protects slaveholders, and must therefore be 
changed, as the only legal mode of legislating against them. 
On the contrary, even most of those who advocate this measure, 
admit that we have a perfect right to exclude all slavery from 
the Church by direct legislation. "We are not, therefore, driven 
to tiiis mode of procedure by any necessity in the case. 

2. Such an attempt would be, in our view, a virtual con- 
cession of the constitutional argument ; for, disclaim as much 
as we may, the potent inter rogatory would be, " If you did 
not feel that the Constitution was in your way, why did you 
try to alter it?" And it would t he a sufficient reply to say, 
"It was not sufficiently explicit, .ad W3 vdshed to make it 
dear and unambiguous." Such an answer of itself, to a large 
extent, yields the constitutional argument as against us ; thus 
not only giving the pro-davery party in the Church a moral 
Tantage-ground to which they are not entitled, but reflecting 
upon the moral character of the Church, and upon the fair 
fame of our fathers of 1784, who put the present Rule into the 
Discipline. Far better, we think, to stand erect upon the im- 
mutable truth, that the Constitution of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church is now and always has been against all slaveholding, 
and then condemn it afrcfih in 1860 by statute law, as we have 
a perfect right to do. 

3. At the very best, to attempt to reach slavery by altering 
the Constitution, is to give every pronalavery man the strength 
of three anti-slavery men. It requirea three votes for the 
measure to one against it, to change the General Eules. Thus 
one man in Baltimore Conference will balance three in Wis- 
consin or Genesee, as the Southern slaveholder votes for his 
filayes, and thus keeps control of the General Gbvemment. 
li^ow if this was our only legal oov/ree, we might be induced to 
try it, if it did not cos^ Ae Church too much of character, and 
was not utterly hopeless ; but when it is so generally conceded 
that we have a perfect right to legislate in the chapter on sla- 
very, where a simple majority of the General Conference can 
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enact an extirpatory law ; we cannot see the wisdom of trying 
what is, at best, a dubious experiment ; and must succeed, if 
at all, with the utmost difficulty. Why, in a matter of so 
much moment, should we abandon a certainty for an uncer- 
tainty ? That the General Conference have a right to pass a 
law, by a simple majority vote, excluding all slaveholders 
from the Church, even Dr. Bond admitted ; and that this can 
be done by the next General Conference, very few doubt. 
But that the Constitution can be changed by a vote of three 
fourths of the members of all the Annual Conferences, and 
two thirds of the next General Conference, not one in a hun- 
dred believes. Why, then, should it be undertaken ? 

4. We take the still higher ground, that the change of the 
General Hide, m a uoa/y clearly to prohibit aU da/oeholdvng, 
under ^dating circumstances, moeally impossiblb. And for 
this opinion we will submit our reasons. Let us first look over 
the several Conferences, and see what kind of a vote will be 
necessary in order to change the General Eule : 
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New Jersey 
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lu the preceding table, the number of preachers is taken from 
the Minutes for 1868 ; and allowing forty votes for Kansas and 
one hundred for New York East, and every vote in the remain- 
ing thirty-one Conferences, we get a majority of one I The 
figures stand thus : 

Whole number of voters 6,472 

Three fourths, necessary to a change 4,854 

For a change, as per above 4,866 

Votes to spare 1 

But no such vote can ever be obtained ; for, 
(1.) Great aumbei-s in all the free Conferences believe the 
attempt unnecessary and suicidal, and will either vote against 
it, or not vote at all. A large majority of the five Conferences 
in Central New York, as well as many others, take this view 
of the matter, and will not be wilHng to abet or countenance 
the project in any way. They regard it as a pro-slavery di- 
version, inaugurated by a reriegade from the ranks of anti- 
slavery, and only calculated to defeat all anti-slavery legisla- 
tion. 

(2.) If any Northern Conference, voting upon such a prop- 
osition, fails to c<yimt and record their vote, the entire vote will 
be lost in the canvas. Several Conferences in the Northwest 
have recently voted in this way, declaring their vote ''^ unani- 
mous," but by not recording the number voting, throwing 
away4ihe whole. And so it will be next year, if the experi- 
ment is tried. Whole Northern Conferences will lose then 
votes, by informality in voting. But the Border will never 
lose a vote by any such omission. 

(3.) In order to succeed, there must be a vote of three 
fourths, of all the preachers present and voting, in favor of the 
same amendmeTd. Now there were four difi*erent propositions 
in the field in 1855, viz., those known respectively as the Troy, 
Wisconsin, Ohio, and Erie resolutions. They were all pre- 
sented at the same time, and as some Conferences preferred 
one and some another, thcvefffect was precisely as if a political 
party were to get up fow camdidaks^ as the means of defeat- 
ing the opposite party. By this division the vote was so mea- 
gre for each, that the bishops never repoiiied it to the General 
Conference (as we think they should have done), but simply 
laid in thdr Episcopal Address, " we believe no one of these 
resolntionA received the constitutional majority," &c. Wo 
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presume not, nor one jifth of the requisite majority ; and if the 
bishops had reported the vote on these resolutions, it would 
have shown the utter folly of all such attempts, and exploded 
forever the Stevens policy of changing the Constitution to get 
at slavery. 

But as it was in 1855, so will it be again in 1859. There 
are already two different propositions in the hands of the bish- 
ops, to divide the votes of the North, viz., one from the New 
Hampshire Conference, and another from the Cincinnati ; and 
there will be several more, no doubt, before the final and of- 
ficial vote is called for. By this means the Northern vote will 
be divided into fragments; while the Border, who want no 
change, have simply to vote against them all, and they have 
saved every vote they cast. 

It is useless to say that the Northern Conferences can agree 
upon one and the same proposition. It is morally impossible. 
Suppose, for instance, the Oneida Conference were to a man 
in favor of ^ome change of the General Kule ; and the presid- 
ing bishop should present the New Hampshire proposition, to 
make the Kule fcrbid "the buying, selling, or holding of a 
human being as property and also the Cincinnati amendment, 
"the buying or selling of men, women, or children, or the 
holding of them with an intention to use them as slaves ;" who 
does not see that these two propositions would divide the vote 
of the Conference? If we voted for either personally, wo 
should vote for the first ; for we regard- the second as actually 
modifying the Constitution of the Church in favor of slave- 
holding. And so with other propositions that will be present- 
ed. Whatever the Conferences might do, by way of agreeing 
upon a single proposition, it is enough to know that they wiU 
not so agree ; and for this reason alone, if for no other, the 
project would be defeated. 

(4.) Our bishops, as a whole, are opposed to any change or 
law that will put slavery out of the Church. For this we have 
seen what may be regturded as reasons in the preceding pages. 
It may be that two of them are not much opposed ; but four 
of the six are strongly opposed to any such change ; and so far 
as they may see fit to exert their influence, personally or oth- 
erwise, will oppose the change, of the Rule. And that they 
do not think it improper to use their great ihflaejice.to,defeat 
legislation which they do not approve, is atle^idj ftbt'c-n^y % 
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their opening Address at Indianapolis in 1856, but also by the 
private labors of some of them to the same end. The plan 
may, therefore, be expected to encounter whatever influence 
the bishops may see fit to exert, both in the cabinets of the 
several Conferences, and by personal intercourse v^ith the 
preachers. But there wiU be no need of their opposition in 
order to secure a failure. 

Kow taking all these things into the account, who can be- 
lieve that the thirty-one Conferences in the table, after New 
York East, will cast a solid vote for any one of three or four 
different propositions that will be presented to them ? Who 
can believe that one half of the numbers credit^ed to these 
Conferences will ever be realized I The first twelve Confer- 
ences will vote nearly solid against dIZ changes, and can cast 
1419 votes ; while the remaining thirty-five Conferences will 
never cast 2000 votes in favor of any one proposition. Our 
conclusion, therefore, is, that if the experiment is tried (as we 
pray that it may not be), we shall not get within a thousand 
VOTES of enough to change the General Rule ! By this estimate, 
which, we first made and published in December, 1857, we are 
willing to abide till time and figures shall demonstrate its gen- 
eral correctness in the autumn of 1869. 

(5.) A change of the General Rule being morally impossi- 
ble, we are opposed to any attempts to do it In 1856, the pre- 
vious attempt and failure to get a three fourth vote in the 
Annual Conferences, was used even by the Episcopacy as an 
implied admission that that was the only constitutional way to 
legislate against slavery. And now, if we try again and fail, 
as we inevitably must, we have shut ourselves up to this 
alternative: either not to legislate in the chapter, and have 
nothing done on the subject ; or to legislate there, after having 
twice tried in vain to change the Constitution ; thus dispar- 
aging the anti-slavery causey dampening the energies of anti- 
slavery men by a mortifying defeat; and, in the event of a 
secession on the Border, and consequent litigation, giving to the 
pro-alavery party an immense advantage over us in the courts 
of justice. 

For these and other reasons, we say, make no attempt what' 
ever to change the Constitution of the Methodist Episcopal 
Ckwrch. It is.rijght enough as it is. All we want is to get rid 
of •o^i^'j^ro^d$v^^ hhapter on slavery ; get a good strong extir- 



THE GEEAT MORAL CEI8I8. 



103 



patory law in its place ; and then look after the admmisiration 
in our slave territory. 

Let us now see why these desirable objects should be ef- 
fected, especially the enactment of an extirpatory law in the 
chapter on slavery. 



CHAPTER IX. 

WHY ALL SLAVEHOLDESTG SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

There are many and weighty reasons why the next General 
Conference should settle this great question forever,^© far as 
the law of the Church is concerned. 

I. Slaveholding is a great moral wrong. Wq profess to be 
Cebistlins, and ought not, therefore, to be a body of oppressors 
and man-stealers. Slaveholding is the fruitful parent of in- 
justice, cruelty, adultery, fornication, and murder ; and unless 
the house of God is to be made a den of thieves, sla/oery ought, 
therefore, to be driven beyond her pale. We, as a denomina- 
tion,' owe it to our common Christianity ; to our professions of 
moral purity ; to the name and memory of "Wesley, and Coke, 
and AsBUKY, to wash our hands of this foul iniquity, and re- 
store the Methodist Episcopal Church to her original position 
and purity. We owe it to Christ, whose* name we bear as 
professed Christians, to rise up and drive all, who, in violation 
of every principle of justice and humanity, will claim property 
in MAN, out of the kingdom of God. 

n. We owe it to ow Ghfistiam, hrethren in Europe. It ia 
but a few months sLace an appeal was addressed to all the 
Protestant Churches in this comxtry, informing us that " scan- 
dal now covers the American name and glory," and infidelity 
is greatly strengthened in Europe on account of the connection 
of the American Church with slavery. 

This address was signed by^e thousomdfour hwnd/red and 
fbrig-three names, including the names of - the pastors, elders, 
and deacons of all the " Reformed^'' Churches of France ; the 
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pastors and elders of all tlie evangelical Clmrclies constituted 
upon the Augsburg Confession ; and the pastors and other offi- • 
cera of all the independent Churches, i. e., those Congregation- 
al, Presbyterian, Methodist, and Baptist Churches that are in- 
dependent of the State. The address asserts that infidels and 
all opposers to religion in J^urope are constantly pressing them 
with such objections to the Bible as this : 

" Protestantism," they say, and "Slavkey agree vronderfnily -well. In 
the United States this odious institution numbers many Christians among 
its advocates ; they preach and pray in its behalf, they labor to extend its 
territory. And thia slavery, for which they thns act, is the selling of 
families by retail ; the breaking up of marriage ; the yearly recruiting of 
the market with men, women, and children, picked oi;e by one from the 
plantations of Virginia and Kentucky ; it is, in short, a monstrous thing, 
not merely revolting to pious minds, but at variance with the first elements 
of humanity. Nevertheless, the Protestants of America accept this state 
of things ; they deem it in accordance with the Gospel, and the Protestants 
of Europe undoubtedly think as they do,, or they would have vented their 
feelings in one strong outcry of grief and disapprobation 1" 

The following are the closing paragraplis of the address : 

" Doubly united to you as Christians and as Frenchmen, can we err in 
Bending you this utterance, whose sincerity you cannot suspect? Have we 
presumed, too far in believing that this unanimous appeal from sister 
Churches would not in vain be cast into the scales where the destiny of 
American Christianity is now being weighed ? 

*' May the spirit of the God of Truth and of Love be with you in this 
fearful crisis, and rest upon you, your Churches, and your country 1 

" Your affectionate Brethren in Jesus Christ. 

"Jane 1, 1857." 

[Here follow fhe tignatures.] 

Thus, while we are tolerating this great sin in the Churches 
here, we are strengthening the hands of the wicked against 
Christianity, not only here, but as far as the disgraceful fact is 
known. Is it right to put such a weapon into the hands of 
French and English infidels, with which to fight our fellow- 
laborers across the water ? We think not ; and that for their 
Bake also, we should exclude all slaveholders from the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, 

m. 7%e position taken Vy several other Iran^Ties of the 
Church of Christ in America should stir us up to do our duty 
in this respect. 

1. The Fbiends (or Qiiakers, as they are sometimes called) 
have long borne an tmequivocal and >^eighty testimony agaanst 
this great sin. They not only have no slaveholders among 
th'em, and will have none, but many of them will not use a « 
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pound of sugar or rice, or a yard of cotton cloth, produced by 
the unpaid labor of slaves. 

2. The Fkeb Will Baptist Chukoh, a zealous and devoted 
body of Christians, have no fellowship with slaveholders. 

3. The TjNrrED Beetheeht irf Christ, a growing and excellent 
denomination, most numerous in the West, have, if we are 
rightly informed, no fellowship with slaveholders. 

4. The Associate and Associate Refoemed Pkesbytkbian 
Churches, minor branches of the Presbyterian family in the 
United States, entered into a formal union, by which they be- 
came one body, at a recent meeting in Alleghany City, Pa. 
In this union they assumed the true Sciiptural position of no 
fellowship with slaveholders. 

6. The Wesleyak Methodist Connbotion, in this country; 
have no fellowship with slaveholders. 

6. The Conqeegational Chukches of* America, a vigorous 
and growing people, have no fellowship with slaveholders. 

7. Prior to 1844 the Baptist Churches in this country were 
united in what was called the Baptist Greneral Convention. 
In November of that year, the Alabama Baptist State Conven- 
tion addressed a letter to the General Boai'd at Boston, de- 
manding an avowal, " that slaveholders are eligible and enti- 
tled, equally with non-slaveholders, to all the privileges -and 
immunities of their several nnions," &c. To this the Board at 
Boston nobly replied, that they would not appoint a slave- 
holder aa a missionary, nor in any other way " be a party to 
any arrangement that would imply approbation of slavery." 
This caused the South to secede, like our Southern secession 
of 1845, and the present Northern Baptist Churches have no 
fellowship with slaveholders.* 

8. The Rbfobmbd Peotestant Dutoh Chubch, at the session 
of its General Synod, held in New York, Oct., 1856, refused 
to admit the Classis of North Carolina (which answers to one 
of our Annual C-onferences), on the ground of their connection 
with slavery ; thus taking the position of no fellowship with 
slaveholders. 

• 9. The New School Pbesbyterian Chtjeoh have also purged 
Ijiemselves from this great iniquity. At the meeting of the 
Q^e^eral Assembly, held in Cleveland, May, 1857, the subject 
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of slavery in the Church was brought before the body by me- 
morials from different parts of the countiy, and a report was 
presented, affirming that " the Presbyterian Church in these 
United States has, from the beginning, maintained an attitude 
of decided opposition to the institution of slavery," and proving 
it by abundant and conclusive evidence from the records of 
the body. The report deplores the fact, that " the Presbytery 
of Lexington, South, have given official notice to us, that a 
number of ministers and ruling elders, as well aa many church- 
members in their connection, hold slaves ' from principle,' and 
' of choice,' ' believing it to be according to Bible right,' " &c. ; 
and finally proceeds to reaffirm its original doctrine, and to 
" bear testimony" against the sin of slaveholding. This excel- 
lent report was adopted by a vote of 169 to 26 ;* whereupon 
the delegates from slaveholding presbyteries protested against 
the action, as follows : 

"We, the undersigned Southern Ministers and Rnh'ng Elders, protest 
against the present decision of the General Assembly. 

*'We protest — ^Becaose, while past General Assemblies have asserted, 
that the system of slavery is wrong, they have heretofore affirmed, that the 
slaveholder was so controlled by State laws, obligations of guardianship, 
and hamanlty, that he was, as thns situated, without censure or odium as 
the master. This averment in the testimony of past Assemblies has so far 
satisfied the South, as to make it unnecessary to do more than protest 
agaidst the mere anti-slavey part of such testimony. 

We protest then, new, That the present act of the Assembly is such an 
assertion of the sin of slavery, as degrades the whole Southern Church — an 
assertion without authority from the word of God, or the organic law of 
the Presbyterian body. 

" We protest, that saoh action is, under present conditions, the virtual ex- 
scinding of the South, whatever be the motives of tho6« w\o vote the deed. 

" We protest, that such indirect excision is unrighteous, oppressive, un- 
called for — the exercise of usurped power— destructive of the unity of our 
branch of the Ohurch — ^hurtful to the Nortii and the South — and adding to 
the peril of the union of these United States. 

"Fbed. a. Ross, Kobt. P. Bhsa, 

Jab. G. Hahnxb, F. R. Gbat, 
Isaac W. K. Handy, M. S. Shook, 
Gideon S. WmtE, W. E. Oaxdweil, 
Gbobok W. Hutohiks, E. A. Oarsok, 
Geobob Paintsb, R. M. Mobbibon, 
Henbt Mathbws, Robebt HoLain, 
John F. Ohestbb, A. J. Modie, 
J. V. Babkb, Peaoht R. Geattan, 

J. B. Logan, Tj3oma8 H. Oleland, 

G. M. Atkinson, Aboheb 0. Dickebson." 

* 

* It U worthy of note thit every delegate sent op to this €toney»l Assembly from 
til* Prwbytery of New York, was an abolitionist, and voted for the report. They 
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A committee was appointed to answer this protest, wlio re- 
ported as follows : 

" In reply to the protest against the action taken by the Assembly on the 
subject of slavery, l^e Assembly make the following remarks : 

The present action of the Assembly on this subject is in perfect 
harmony with the testimonies of former Assemblies, and consists chiefly in 
a reaffirmation of those testimonies. The General Assembly has never 
< affirmed that the slaveholder was so controlled by State laws, obligations 
of guardianship and humanity, that he was, as thus situated, without cen- 
sure or odium as the master.' It has only conceded, that certain exceptional 
cases may exist, such as are defined in the resolutions of the Assembly of 
1850, and approved by this Assembly. 

2. "We see nothing in the present action which is unconstitutional, or 
which ^degrades,' or even reflects upon, any portion of the Southern Church, 
which still abides by the old doctrine of thg Presbyterian Church in rela- 
tion to this subject. 

*' 3. With respect to the complaint, * that such action is, under present 
conditions, the virtual exscinding of the Son£h,' the Assembly observe, th&t 
no such excision is intended, and we cannot perceive that it is in any vnse 
involved even by remote implication. We have simply reaffirmed the es- 
tablished views of the Presbyterian Church on the subject of slavery, and 
distinctly condemned the new and counter doctrines which have been de- 
clared and defended by some within our bounds. 

'^4. With regard to the allegation, that our action in this case is 'un- 
righteous, oppressive, uncalled for,' usurpatory and destructive of great in- 
terests, we need only say, that it rests on the groundless assumption, that 
this action is an ' indirect excision' of the South. If our Southern brethren 
shall break the unity of the Church, because we stand by our former posi- 
tion, as in duty bound, the responsibility for the consequences will not rest 
on the Assembly." 

This reply having been adopted, Dr. Eoss and his followers 
proceeded at once to prepare for secession, which they con- 
summated at a convention held in Richmond, Va., in Septem- 
ber following. What a striking resemblance between this case 
and that of our own Church in 1844 — the action, the Protest, 
the Reply, the Convention, &c. ' Dr. Ross led off one. Dr. 
Smtth the other. One convention was held m Richmond, Va., 
and the other in Louisville, Ky. ; and both factions have gone 
headlong into slavery, as a most holy Bible institution. 

Still further, both factions are already smitten with mildew 
and decay. The Methodist Episcopal Church South, during 
the unprecedented revivals of the past year, have had only 
about 12,000 increase, while the Methodist Episcopal Church 
proper has had an increase of some 100,000. The Southern 



were Ed. F. Hatfield, D.D., Samuel D. Barcbard, D.D., aad T. McLaughlin, D.D., 
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papers scarce one of them pay their expenses, and their Book 
Concern must inevitably die, so soon as they cease to diaw 
their thousands annually from the Book Conx;em at New York 
— ^the hard-earned money of freemen taken by unrighteous 
judgments to support oppression. But it will not be long. 
And ten years "will leave scarce a vestige of a periodical or 
book-room in the South, to advocate and uphold slavery. " So 
may all thy enemies perish, O Lord !" 

Previously to the preceding action of the New School Gen- 
eral Assembly, the American Home Missionary Society, sus- 
tained mainly by New School Presbyterians, had felt them- 
selves called upon to take action in regard to tlie question of 
appropriating funds to build up slaveholding Churches ; and, 
on the 22d of December, 1856, the executive committee passed 
the following without a dissenting vote : 

^^Seaohedy That in the disbursement of the funds committed to their 
trust, the Committee will not grant aid to Churches containing slavehold- 
ing members, unless evidence be furnished that the relation is such as, in 
the judgment of the Committee, is justifiable, for the time being, in the pe- 
culiar circumstances in which it exists." 

This decision was pronounced " unconstitutional," and " op- 
pressive," and almost every thing else that was bad, by the 
advocates of slavery ; but the conwnittee adhered Inflexibiy to 
their purpose, and the Church and the public have fully borne 
them out in it. They were called " troubles of Israel," but 
they charged it back upon slavery^ and to this day stand upon 
that exalted Christian plattbrm, with perhaps this improve- 
ment, that practically they do nothing with their missionary 
funds, to gather slaveholders into the New School Presbyterian 
Church. What a contrast with ov/r wretched pro-slavery pol- 
icy of pouring out some $8000 a year, upon a few puny Con- 
ferences in slave territory in the Southwest ! 

Thus the New School Presbyterian Church has purged itself 
from slavery, and maintained its honor and Christian charac- 
ter ; and it never stood so fair in the public estimation, or was 
half as prosperous, as it is now. They have done right, and 
have favor with God and with all good men. 

So ought we to have done in 1856. But as we were divided 
and foiled by the slave power, acting through various mediums, 
and upon the hopes and fears of delegates ; we ought, by the 
help of God, to rally in 1860, and place upon the brow of sla- 
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very tlie brand of outlawry and infamy, whatever may be the 
temporary consequences. If the Border " flare up" and secede, 
as Dr. Smith and his followers did in 1855, or as Dr. Ross and 
his fellow-slaveholders did in 1857, " let them go, and joy go 
with them." " We have delivered our souls." 

10. Even the TJnivebsalists and Uottakianb of the land 
have put us to shame in regard to American slavery. Time 
after time have they taken action against it, and they are 
known and read of all men as opposed to oppression. 

The Old School Presbyterian Church, the Roman Catholic, 
and the Protestant Episcopal Church, are the only Northern 
pro-slavery Churches, the Methodist Episcopal Church except- 
ed, in aU these Free States. These are, if possible, worse off 
than we are ; as they are not only full of slaveholders, both in 
the ministry and private membership, but they utterly ignore 
the subject, and are resolved to do nothing to redeem and purify 
themselves forever hereafter. With the exception of here and 
there a Tyng in the Protestant Epiocopal Churcih, these clergy 
are all crying " Peace ! peace I !" while slavery is rioting un- 
rebuked in their midst. 

Now look at our position as a Church in the light of these 
facts. See in what company we place ourselves. Let us range 
the anti-slavery and pro-slavery STorthem Churches in parallel 
columnSj that our shame may be the more apparent : 



Slme-holding Ghv/rchea. 

1. OliD SOHOOL FBBSBTTBBIAir. 

2. Pbotestant Episoopio.. 
8. BoHAN Oaxholio. 

4. Mbthodist Efis. OhubohII 



Anti-da/oery Chwrchea, 

1. FbXEKDB, or QUAXEBS. 

2. FBEB-witL Baptists. 
8. USITKD Bbethbbit. 
4. Absooiatk Fbesbttebiak. 
6» Weslbtan Methodists. 

6. Obthodox Cokobeqationai.. 

7. Genebal Baptists. 

8. Ref'd Pbot. Ddtoh Oouboh. 

9. New School PBSSBTTEBiAsr. 

10. UisrrrABiAir. 

11. TJnivebsausts! 

This is a faithful representation of the position of the several 
denominations in America, in regard to the great evil of 
slavery. Thus we stand to this day, as a denomination, the 
Church of Wesley, and Fletohee, and Coke, and Asbuey — 
the Church of free grace and full salvation — ^the Church of 
itinerancy, and class-meetings, and revivals, among the abet- 
tors and upholders of slaveby! What Methodist can look 
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upon this humiliating fact for a luoment, and not blush for his 
Church and for our common Christianity ? 

In view, therefore, of the noble example set us by other 
denominations in this country, we say, let slavery be extirpated 
from the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1860. Let her stand 
up, henceforward, with the Baptist, and New School Presby- 
terian, and Wesleyai}, and Congregational, and Beformed 
Dutch Churches, bearing aloft the white banner of Fbeedom, 
and with garments unspotted by the foul stain of oppression. 

TV. Such a cotM^ae is due to owt common covmiry. If slavery 
continues, it will yet ruin the North American Republic. This 
is now coming to be seen and felt more and more. And the 
pro-slavery Chorches are this day the strongest bulwarks of 
slavery in the nation. Had all the Churches and ministers done 
their duty from the first, there would not have been a slave in 
the United States to-day — ^not one. And if they combine their 
testimony, even the Northern Churches, against this iniquity, 
it will do more than millions of gold to abolish slavery in the 
nation, and thus save our beloved Republic from utter dissolu- 
tion. But our influence hitherto has not tended to the aboli- 
tion of slavery. 

Rev. Daniel Db Vdsthb, of the New York Conference, who 
has probably seen as much of slavery in our Church as any 
Methodist preacher in the free States, sums up his observations 
in the following language : 

*^We deplore the present position of oar Ohnroli ; and in view of all the 
ffronnd, having travelled fifteen thousand miles in sl&veholdiag States, 
EaTiDg visited, perhaps, a thousand plantations, and having conversed 
freely with Methodist slaves And slaveholders, we must here record our 
solemn and religions testimony, that in our opinion the influence of the 
Methodist £piscopal*Ohurch, as administered for the last thirty years, has 
been un&vorable to the emancipation of slavery, either in our Ohurch or 
in our country. For we fully believe, that ' tiie plea of necessity — the plea 
of certain circumstances,* and other excuses for the continuance of slavery 
in the Ohurch, have done vastly more to uphold this enormous evil among 
us, than any direct advocacy of it could have possibly done. And we say 
this in sorrow, for we wonid not unnecessarily utter one word in opposition 
to the expressed opinions of our chief ministers, whose Judgment, in all 
other respeoLi^ tire highly appreciate.*'— (Pan»p/^t, p. 6.) 

These things ought not so to be. The Ohubch should be the 
light of the world and the salt of the earth. She should be 
just and patriotic, and should do all she can io bless the State 
and perpetuate an efficient and Christian government. As we 
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love our country, therefore, and wish her well, the powerful 
Methodist Episcopal Church, with her six thousand travelling 
preachers, and seven thousand local preachers, and nine hun- 
dred thousand members, and six hundred thousand Sunday- 
school scholars, and twenty colleges and universities, and sixty- 
five seminaries, and twenty periodicals, — ^this powerful Church 
should now wheel into line with the evangelical Churches of 
the country. She would be, in the great political and moral 
conflict now waging in this nation, like the battalions of Blucher 
upon the plains of Waterloo. Let us come to our place, then, 
we say, for " God and our native land." 

V. Tfie movement now in progress, even m monarehiccA 
Europe, should impel the Churches of America, especially, on© 
and all, to take decided ground against slavery. At midnight 
on the 3l8t day of August, 1834 — ^now a quarter of a century 
ago— England emancipated all the slaves in her "West India 
possessions, some 800,000 souls. Then her poets could sing — 

" Slaves oaonot breathe ia England*; 
The moment that their langs receive oor ^r, 
That moment they are free !" 

And so it has been ever since, not only in England, but in 
her West India possessions, and in Canada, and wherever her 
proud ensign waves in the breezes of heaven. Her lion wears 
no chains, while our eagle, that glorious symbol of liberty, is 
fettered and degraded by the dark chains of slavery. 

Bussia, with her cold, formal Christianity, and her teeming 
millions of slaves, is moving rapidly in the work of emancipa- 
tion. Twenty years will not find a slave in all the Eussian 
dominions ! Turkey, with only the religion of the false propHetj 
is fast tending to the universal freedom of her subjects, 
Portugal has recently abolished slavery in all her foreign de- 
pendencies ; and even Spain, if ever Cuba should be fillibos- 
tered or purchased from her, and annexed to the United States, 
would at once abolish what little slavery would remain in her 
dominions. We should then stand alone in our glory as a 
model republic, with millions of slaves in her bosom I And 
sdl bom " free and equal I" " Hail, Columbia 1 happy land I" 

Unless, therefore, we wish to rivet the chains of slavery 
more and more, botii upon the Church and nation, while even 
the old governments of Europe are proclaiming liberty to their 
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captives, it is a duty which the Methodist Episcopal Church" 
owes fo ow (xymtry^ to arise, though it be at the eleventh 
hotir, and throw her testimony and her influence into the scale 
of liberty. 

"VI. Slavery is hsepmg thousands oid of the Methodist Bp-s- 
eopal Church every year, who are Cliristians, and love our 
doctrines and economy, and but for that great wrong, would 
gladly seek a home with us, — personii, too, of the highest intel- 
lectual and moral character and socif 1 position. 

" Our connection with slavery,'' says the Rev. Mr. De 
ViNNB, "is repelling thousands from our Church, and it is 
continually insulting the moral sense of hundreds of thou- 
sands, who, otherwise, would wait on our ministry. Slavery, 
at this moment, is forcing its way over the fairest portions of 
our country ; it is attempting, through the Supreme Court, to 
nationalize and legalize itself' everywhere ; it is putting forth 
strenuous eflEbyts to revive the foreign slave-trade, and also to 
strike down the liberty of the press and the freedom of the 
pulpit." The sword is coming upon us, or the * African flood,*" 
as Bishop Asbury, seventy years ago, denominated the retri- 
butive justice of God against slavery. And all the while we 
are sUent — and the silence in many places is deemed a virtue. 
*The longer the better.* But is this wise? Is it the more 
excellent way? Will it lessen the penalty which will surely 
be executed upon those who oppress the stranger and rob the 
hireling of his wages ? 

" With many otibiers, we had supposed that tihe division of 
1844 would have changed our policy on the moral question of 
slavery. But we have been disappointed. That great disrup- 
tion w^ not on moral grounds. The moral question of slavery 
is yet to be decided.*-r--{JPa^w|?A^«^, p. 7.) 

" Fenr at tlie East,** said the stated clerk of one of the Pres- 
byteries of lUiiiDis to the executive committee of the Home 
sessionary Sbcittly, isi 1856, "few at the !East, in our Church, 
^ire aware of how much we hav^ost in this State, by our con- 
nection with, and atipport of slavery. Many already haye 
gone, and olhdn ar^ anziotus to be out of the connection. 
TSi<bit bond of attachment is greatly weakeoied for the CSitirch, 
^ine of mrhose imimbers openly practise and boldly jusdfy 
^ (System, whOe others ackndwledge its etrotSy but deny tiie 
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power or propriety of touching it, and are unwilling that any 
other body should. The Lord grant you wisdom, grace, «nd 
strength to abide by and de+snd the stand taken." And so it 
is in our own Church. Thousands turn from, us every year, 
and pass into other churches, who, but for our deep and 
criminal connection with slavery, would find a home in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. But for this huge stumbling- 
block, we verily believe that from twenty-five to fifty thou- 
sand persons who have joined other Churches during the past 
year (1857-8), would have been to-day on our church records, 
and numbered with our Israel in ';he General Minutes. But 
they wiU not and cannot join a slaveholding Church. And 
who can blame them ? And what can we say to induce them 
to do so ? Can we deny the fact ? Can we justify it ? Can 
we give them any reasonable assurance that it will soon be 
otherwise ? Alas for us 'as ministera 1 Alas for Methodism I 
Alas for Christianity 1 Take this reproach from us, so that 
through all New England, and New York, and Pennsylvania, 
and Ohio, and westward to the Rocky Mountains, we can hold 
up our heads as Methodist preachers and say, there is not a 
sla/veholder in the Methodist Epiaoopal Chv/rch — iiot a lond- 
mm owned by a Methodist in aU our borders; and what could 
we not do, as a Church, by the help of God ? If there has 
been 100,000 increase during the last year, what wotdd it havo 
been if we had been, both in theory and in practice, an anti- 
slavery Church ? 

Let us, therefore, rise up and take away this reproach — this 
rotting putrid carcass, lying at the door of every Methodic 
Church from the seaboard to Nebraska. Away with it 1 And 
let aU the people say J.m6;t/ 

VTL Slaveholding Ghmches arejUlmg the land with it^ddr 
Hy. Mistaking Bomanism for Christianity, the enli|(^tened 
portion of the French people turned infidels. If that was 
Ohristiaiiify, they could not bdyieve in it. And what wonder I 
8o in this country : sensible persons, whose every natural in- 
slincf, apajH from revelation, teacheB tSiem that slaveholding 
is A grmt wrong, look on etid s^ CShnxches making high pro- 
f^piu^ and spetJdnf great swelling words about truths and 
fiMs6y fliid BX^pwrUjf f' find %i the sam^ time not only 
harboring and toleiMng slaveholders in their midst by 1hoa> 

8 
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sands, and even in the sacred ministry, but wpdogizmg for it, 
and even defending it as a Bible institution 1 What wonder 
that such things destroy . confidence in Christianity 1 De- 
nounce as loudly as we may the Ganisons, and Fosters, and 
PhiUipses, and Emersons, and Smiths, and Greeleys of the 
North as " abolitionist skeptics," it was not their abolitionism 
that niade them such. "Diey assailed slavbby — " the sum of 
an villjunies" — and four d it shielded and defended by Chris- 
tianity, so called ; and they responded, " If this be Christian- 
ity, we are not Christians ; or at least not of that kind." The 
rehc and from such a contact with a corrupted Church, sent 
them over to infidelity. 

No, gentlemen slaveholders! It was not "abolitionism" 
that m^e them skeptical; it was a slaveholding Christianity. 
Such is always the tendency of corruption in the Church. It 
was so in England and France two centuries ago, and it is so 
in the United States to-day. The attitude of the American 
Churches in regard to slavery, — ^that parent of every other 
abonoination, — ^is not only strengthening the hands of iid&delity 
against Christianity in France and I^gland, but i n every other 
nominally Christian country ; and especially in these United 
States. It is sapping the very foundations of all confidence 
in the Christian religion, in tiie minds of tens of thousands. 
Kot distinguishing between the loathsome cancer and the rest 
of the body — ^between the counterfeit, and the genuine,— they 
condenm the whole, and are thenceforth regarded as infidels. 
Instead of a slaveholding religion, they accept no religion, 
^d infidelity has no more faithful allies in America, than the 
D.B.'s Mid other ministers who defend, or at least apolo^e 
for American slavery. They are making more infidels than 
all the infidel books, and periodicals, and lecturers in the land. 
Let Vi& then, <m this account also— its tendency to infidelity — 
rise up and put away all slaveholding from the Church of 
Christ.* 

jyHL Wfi hem enough lyi dmery c^Ho/dyy and should 
thfsrisforo noitr g^i ricl of it 1,S43 it ^-ote out some 20,000, 
rnpaii© or>88, pf our bept nicm^ers, iij^^ the Northern Confer- 
eQ(^ ifeod BOine 200 niini^teiR^/ , what we may, they 

w^pe uoble roen*. Sttch "iifsck ^xm and Lmc,. 

aii^ Eo«8, and S^rro, aod iPtoqirnLB, fmd !BCatlack, and others ; 
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noble men — ^men of principle and conscience — ^men of intelii- 
gence and religion. And the same might be said of thonsands 
among the laity who left ns at that time. Many others were 
" scarcely saved," as Flot, and Texje, and Noreis, and Hubs> 
TED, &c., who were well-nigh persecuted out of the Church. 

In 18^ slavery wanted a slaveholding bishop ; and because 
it could not be gratified, seceded, and^ like the dragon of old, 
drew the third part of the stars of heaven after it. In this 
secession we lost some 350,000 members, and about 2000 travel- 
ling preachers. Yes, " lost^'' for the Wesleyans in the Korth 
are archangels as compared with the slaveholding, women- 
whipping Methodists of the South. Thus slavery has robbed 
the Methodist Episcopal Church of near JtMf amUUm of her 
children; and yet some say, "let it alone — ^be careful— -don't 
Lgitate," &c. But we say, drme U out, before it corrupts us 
further, and robs us of thousands more of our legitimate off- 
spring. 

IX. If we do not take some deoisi/oe action against ii in 1860, 
we are dooTned to further secession -in the North. We wish we 
could believe otherwise. We shall do all we can to prevent 
' it. And yet we do not. believe all the bishops, and editors, 
and preachers in the Methodist Episcopal Church can prevent 
extensive secessions, both of ministers and members, in 1800, 
unless something effectual is done at Buffalo for the extirpar 
tion of slavery from the Church. Hope has been deferred ^ 
the heart is sick. Individuals despaired, and left the Churdi^ 
here and there, on that account, in 1856 ; and many more, 
would bave left, and not a few whole societies, to.our personal 
knowledge, but for the starting of the Northern Independent^ 
and tlie new hope thus begotten, that something effectual will 
be done in 1860. But let them be 6lBa,^poiateA pnoe m67% and 
they will leave jib forever. The Border raow this, aiid,will do 
all they can to prevent action at fluffdo, and thus to drive 
many of the best anti-slavery men out of the Church. 

We deplore this state of things, but cannot hi^jp it. It i^. 
slavery that produced it ; an4 upon those wlio j^lead for. slaverf 
in the Church, must sfl the consequences iest We say to au 
abolitionists, staj in the Chuboh I Give no ptice tk> thc'deyil. 
But others are of a different min.d. They hkte l^eon wli^tiiag 
and praying, " O Lord, how long ! lioW Idflg 1** tiU ttief 
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gray vfith yeai-s ; and they do not wish to take their passports 
for glory from a Chnrch that holds a handred thousand slaves ! 
They choose rather to make the painftd sacriiice of a separation, 
and leave their dying testimony ag^st oppression. 

Snch ¥rill leave ns by thousands. And when Abel Stevens 
' and otLers talk so pathetically about " preserving the integrity 
of the Church," i. e., not taking any action against slavery, 
lest tbe Border should carry out their threat and secede, we 
beg them to remember that the "integrity of the Church" 
will not be preserved by non-a,ction. We shall do all we. can 
to prevent secession, in such an event, but if no action is had, 
do what we may, secession will come. We cannot prevent it. 

As, therefore, we wish to prevent another secession on oar 
Northern border, and the fires of discord from spreading east, 
west, and central, we should outlaw slavery in the Metiiodist 
Episcopal Church in 1860. 

X. We shdU never ham anyjpeace in the Chv/toh till ^Joeput 
damery out of U. And we never ought to have. As in the 
nation so in the Church — men may think the question is 
settled, and all will soon be tranquil; but it will never be so 
till the great eauie of all our agitations a^d troubles is put . 
away. In vain shall we pray for ^ the peace of Jerusalem, 
while slavery rdgnB within her walls. In vain may we look 
for concord and harmony^ while this apple of discord — ^this 
Pandora's boz — is in our midst. . It is a worse plague to the 
Chnrch than the Ark of the Lord was to the Philistinee. 
Bring out the new cart, tben, and ^^yoke? thereto, not the 
slow and patient oxen, but the fleetest horses, and send it 
back to perdition to return no more. 

XL It is a dnfj we owd to the slavehoider himself, to settle 
this qptestioii at the earliest poesH^le dajr. Some of t2iem, like 
Kev. Mr. l^yerse, insj not be abk to see that it is wrong. 
They have been so long steeped in it, that they are blinded by 
it We ought to let tfcuBOi kiiow, ^t, In 1^6 jnd^ent of the 
Hetho^t lpisco}>iil Qinreh, ^ley aria sinning agikiost God 
and their felbw^tnen ; uid unless th«y repent and reform^ they 
can have no more place athong xk. ^ "Hiou shalt ni any Kcri^e 
irebuke ili^ nei^bpr, and not snffi^r sin upon ain.^ It mty. 
be, that if thns bion^t to sM t!^ tnie con<dlitio% ^(nne ^ 
ihem wHI irepenl 
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To the same end they should be discarded by all ChristianB 
at the Korth. Ko slaveholder should ever be admitted into 
one of OTir pulpits, come lie from whence he may, and be he 
preacher or bishop. As the English "Wesleyans do by such 
persons, so should we ; and then by making the law of the 
Church to bear specifically upon their great sin, we might renew 
them again unto repentance, before it- is forever too late. At 
any rate, we ought to do our- duty to them, whether they will 
hear or forbear. 

XII. FindU/y, we must either en^wrpaie sla/oeryfrom ov/r midst, 
or it will ruin the Methodist Episcop(d Chv/rch. Already, near 
700,000 Methodists are fully sold to thi& iniquity in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church South. And in the Korthem portion, 
the Methodist Episcopal Church proper, we have now some 
15,000 slaveholdere, holding 100,000 slaves ; with slavehold- 
ing leaders, stewards, trustees, and local preachers, by hun- 
dreds, if not by thousands. It has also entered the travelling 
ministry, and slaveholders are openly tolerated in several of 
the Conferences, without the slightest disapprobation. Mem- 
bers of our Churches in "^em York and Philadelphia, if not in 
* Central New York, own slaves in Maryland and Virginia. 
We have this day (Oct. 20, 1858) received "a letter from the 
West, stating that tiiere is now within the bounds of the North- 
west Indianit Conference, a Methqdist preacher who says he 
owns three slaves in Kentnclr^, and publicly argues that simple 
slaveholding is not sinfaL At a camp-meeting in Central New 
York, about a year since, we chanced, in the course of a 
Bemion, to titter a few words against slaveholding ; whereupon 
a lady sitting .near the stand was irery much ofiended. We 
learned afterwards Hiat her liixsbaQ^ owned some thirty slaves 
in the Sooth, whosis faiiisl toil, no. doubt, had fluTi^fiiied the 
nwHiey with Wbich th& l»G^j^ liad b^^ fo richly attired. 

IHid vnstA viros Is qptreadhi^ lb ihe shisres. of liie gr^at 
iaik^ It is eMtcrjytibg oiit Uteraivs^ books ikpd periodicals ; 
^ism odmMiUtt'Mjn / otiir ^^^eiopf ; aiid' onr very qopsd^oee. 
n^ralsciii0i9 of t^p<M^le D as WitSii sliot 

WhereWitB'^hw^ tooch iA^lalt ; and it will i^ot rb- 
•iittui''HUtetiv^ Sataii ilriB iiol moit-dflzigerb 

hi ft ClffiBl^ It eitto 1^ otjai- 

; qtieted <aid 6xi»rtri^^ or it will >ei^ «iid rime;;^lt hii 
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aiwayB been a cnrso to hb ; it corses us BtiU ; and it will curse 
na yet more and more till we drive it out of the Chorch, root 
and branch. As we love the Church, therefore, and wish 
6ith<^r her pniity, or peace, or perpetuiitj, we should outlaw 
all slaveholding in 1860. 



Kow let ns sum up all these considerations — ^the fact 
that slaveholding is a great moral wrong ; that our position 
and practice, in this country, are emharrassing our fellow, 
laborers in France and England; the noble examples set us 
by our brethren of other denominations in this countr/^ ; the 
noble stand of the American Home Missionary Society ; our 
duty to our common country; the process of emancipation 
going forward in the Old World ; the influence of slavery in 
repelling men from our comrnxmion; the influence of our 
present position in promoting infidelity; the immense evil 
daveiy has done ns already ; the certainty of still farther 
trouble if we do not extirpate it; the fact that we can never 
have any peace while it remains in the Church ; that we owe 
it to the slaveholder himself to deal faithfully v^^th him ; and 
that we must either extirpate slavery or it wOl utterly corrupt 
and ruin the Church; — ^t»ke all these facts into the account, 
and judge ye, Chnstian reader, whether we ought to be at 
ease) &nd neither say nor 'do any thing to produce action — 
em^hatio and eoBjpUdt AonoK— upon this subject in 1860. 

Though generally hopefiil and not easily discouraged, we 
confess to no small d^pree of sympathy wiUi the correspond- 
ent quoted on ovr titl&>page-~<me of the noblest poien Qod has in 
this lower woxld-^-tbat tbia will he among the last, if not ^< the 
last opportunity <Ju^ J^f^ trqi^ sertrants will ever have to 
restore the Heihodist J^isoopai Ghnrch to her original ch«r- 
mtstf and to prioserye to honor in the grandest mond conflict 
of the age." If we pass 1860^ and do nothing, ih« heart of 
ibe Chumi wiU &U heiv .&nd the hopes of weeping thousands 
w31 perisk Osr T«a^^^^ be broken; some wiU leave 
lis; . ottos wpl be disebio^^ oapitolate; we shaU 
^vCpagnu^, l^ld^ as a C^inrqh taailing in t]ie dost 

j^y^ Vf^iifi sauQiops wfll beopme, more and more imp^oiB; 
^iiie^;|fpi Ut^^.t^^ tlto MpejOf 8aeee^.f<H^the * 

ni»t twenty years. IVliat we do, therefore, we must make 
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our calcnlationB to do at the next General Conference ; for if 
not done then, it will probably not be done, if ever, tiU both 
the writer and reader have passed to the eternal world. 

Lbt rr BE DONE THEN, we say, not in 1864, or 1868, bnt in 
18601 "We have no patience with th6ae anti-slavery men, 
who already begin to say, " If we don't succeed in 1860, we 
may in 1864." Away with all such tame anti-slavery I " Jf 
we don't succeed 1" This sing-song of " next General Confer- 
ence," "time enough yet," «fec., h the bane of the anti-slavery 
cause. "We say 1860, at all hazards 1 Let slavery be branded 
so deeply in the forehead by a dear extirpatory enactment, 
that the mark shall not be healed till every scar made by its 
merciless taskmasters, upon the naked quivering flesh of its 
oppressed millions, shaU be healed by the restoring fiat of the 
resurrection morning I 

Christian reader ! "Will you help us in this patriotic and holy 
WOT ? "Will you epeakf and torite, and vote, and ffive for your 
brethren in bonds — for the Church of God which he haa pni^ 
chased with his own blood I Are yon in sympathy with tliiB 
effort! Do yon feel for the poor opprewed and bleedii^ 
slave 9 Do yon remember him an bound with him) 

" Go to the bosom of thy £uiuljr : 
Gather thy Uttle children roiihd thy knees ; 
Gflte on l&dr innooenoe, tihdr dear, fall sjee. 
All fixed on thine, and oiittli«ir>inotW; nuGnc 
The bveUest look that woiiua> cfA^ 
Her look of love, bdiiol^ng t^om piid thee ; 
Then at the aliir of yoo^knttble^JoyB^ 
Vow, one by one, voi^ •lltQfBltivri^vo'nr ; 
With heart and Vdoe, etomidl eninitx > 
A«aisstoppr«M6iib7yoiir>«thM£^ludid^ ^4^. 
Till unim nnr irntiinw/1m ftfiirnriin 4n1ialn: ' ^' 

Bow thiB great woik ir liii^^'btf iuio6ii^l^ ^ 
deavdr to ahow in the next ciiaj^. 
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OHAPTEB X. 

^OW SLiViSRY OAS BE KXTIBPATED EBOM THE METHODIST 

EPiSOOPAL OHUEOH. . 

Wx haye now onljto how all slftveholding can ba legally 
(Kicladed from the Methodist Episdopal Ohxmdi, as proposed 
in a pieyious chapter, acul onr task, so far as tids pamphlet is 
conc^ed, "wiU be accomplished. We say then — 

I. £ei the guetticn cf the exH/rpation slamry from the 
Ckurohf he digtindi from aU othw ^uetUons (f Ohurbh 

<T^OTm» 

. We r^aid ^bis as a msdter of gi'eat imp<Nrtanci9*: There are 
several other questions of reform before the Melhodist pnblio : 
«ich as lay ^representiE^on; the extension <^ Hie term of 
ministeirial service in same charge ; a modifical£on.<^ the 
presiding elder's office, <SI;c, with all of whidi we Sympathixie 
perBonallj, and in most of which, we b<^eve, a minority of 
the laity at least feel a deep interest And we ar^ ready to 
do all in on]p power, in a legitixniitB and orderly way, to pro- 
mote the snccess of each of these reforms. At the same time 
we say, keep each movement dieting and ifye^. There are 
scores of presiding eldQCB, for instaiace, who are not in favor 
of s modification ol tiiesF offieii) who will fiivor extirpation as 
a distinct qneetion. And so Hf, lepresentatiotk, &C. Every 
snch other question ^at ls eonneoted withr tibat of extirpation, 
will only repel a elass of fmt^davery men from 4^ most im- 
portant of refonn9* W^ say then,^moBt earnestly, let the 
etd^ed df BULywa: stand (dane^ and wAa% upon its own 
meriie. If any wi^ to petition for lay representation; the 
ext^Qsion of the time of ministerial service in the same charge ; 
or 1^ modification of the presi4ing elder's ofSbce ; let them do 
mm eepariOe petUions : bat let no one of these reforms be 
encumbered and restricted in their support, by linking it to 
another movement, which some of its friends cannot help to 
promote. 

n. Let dU that U done he dotie in the spirit of Christy and 
in perfect loyoSliy to the discipline a/nd govemmeni /f the 
Methodist JEpisoopal Church, 
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If we <«M«4'ji©tMBg for Gharcfe we coold gooiit;«Pte 
apy dayy aad lj€t free fl»m all £^err«8pOBsi1^tf4«Bpeo&i^ 
feer complicity with akvery, shaking *^ oar^^ 
as a Jbea^QCiwy her. Bnt h^e i(>«ts 

Episcopal Chttrv^l^^r doctrinea, and^^conoihy^ and MSeait 
means (d fpaitsQ — and are not willing to see her utteafy ea^j 
iiapted Mid rained by slavery; and 6^^a»gBed to in£tmy« 
is <mr spiritual mo^er, and we mvA not Ahvji<dm. lixft 
thai the loathsome virus of slaveiy has '£sst0ned- ii|^' iHV 
yitAlS} and threatais to corrapt her vearj heec^ Mood: '1^ 
weie ingratitude and cowardice to forsake hftr tiiiw^i^^ 
extremi'^y. There is balm in Gilead, and s physician ti^^' 
There u hope of her recovery. *^ Onljr be stro<ig; aiid- i>e v^ry 
courageous," We have lao synqjiithy with des^Sur. W#havir 
only to stand firm and do oi^.dutyv^ and &e Melodist %iMO^ 
pal Church may soon be i^eemed £ix>ra her present cap^vit!ji<j 
and come out ]llte 'r#ilde!meBS} torri1^ in^ m 
aa an army with bamieiBs. Heir gbry ig mfi vtteA^'Wh 
parted. Ichabod »» not ineffacibly written upon her wtttli. 
She cany and Qod helping, shall be recovered out of $he softre 
of thw dfeviL '!asf '« bdshel^ bf iSlavery j^h^ll n^^^^ 
holy candlestick forever. This citjr of our God, set npo9, a 
hSt in liie^liiht'of all itafions ^' huii6(red ^&»vb a^, irAa2^ 
go ddmi intd ISSA viilte'of oppreadobi'i^ 
11^ ntiFMttnB.' . " .', 
^ Let Weiy true Methodist, then j staii^ by and do. biltde for, 
Oiid'and originifl Methodism. G6d '^cpects every man to'$> 
his duty. Give no place to the dem Strike at si^ivfkf, 
biit i^pard Kethodisib. Slavery is no part of Metlio<iiEucn. / 

" Theiris' are those, however,, in every Conference, and in 
dthost every society, who, if any thiing is said against ddmry 
in the Church, and to expose the misconduct of its Methodist 
apologists and abettors, are ever and anon crying, Fighting 
the Qturch! fighting th6 Church P The efect df all such 
eing^oing is to jproled slamry and apolo^e for it; and the 
pohcy i% to throw up ^ the Church'^ as a rampart to protect 
^ the sum qS all villainies*' froiU th^ gaUing fire of truth. But 
let no Metho^t be frightened by this pro^very bugbear. 
SUmery is not the Qkmah. It is because we love the Chapefa 
and mean to redeem her from inipending ruin, tha<i jn» M 
al sl^very wiih ihe Bword of the liord God. If some tiBod 
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^piilteeliKves^ Si«i^ 4«k «y oafc "The snxgeoos am ctrttihg the 
ip#^e£^^tflii» «B>&ec ; 4& mtke tli«m desist !" never' mind. 
M^tii» ^^lm^ (^WM^ thoai^ it mfty cftnse some pftin, and a 
litl3eJ4lQCi& msf tov. BettiiBr these now, than niiitiefvaVcoi^ 
9^^lf ).«Dd 4ea& heiettfter. Iti poor kind of fiUal love 
^atefees aiio^nes aud dela^r anAw sach cireuinstances. 
IB^ fet^^^ Jieal^ B^ onr Zion had. been completely 
petered in and Beavea forbid that ^e listen to this 
^f|0tl|li^4paek8if'J]^ in 1860. Emy one of its advocates, 
lfhe^bifi^liswfi]!e»«£ it er nol!, is a foe to the Methodist Episcopal 
Q^xksi^Btfimftd dfiing hefi BO far as his inflneiice goes^ tiie great<- 
e^lwsnbleiiBlw^ 

tu^ <>bef ^e DiscipKae and the government of 
ti^.€^ciiN;li. {9|Fe mean, the ieffitimate government But pro- 
scription «Ddp^secation, and mtdadminisfcration, and nsnrpa- 
tlon, tie not tha I)i8didine, nor the government of tilie Ohnrch. 
Ifo ti^ latt^ we shall ever bow m&i implicit obedience; to 
ti^ §mi»i never / AM it that be treason^ make the most 

^ve al^^ ^yeio ye^ns why jjre sl^onld i»ti«^ 
^f^^^^^Cl^^^^ ^nd, oa,pa^ 198 ; ^ and wipd ppt repeikt them 
liere. \fe liave little li<^ in amy thing bnt direot, legifilaiion^ 
by. a nudity vote, in t|»^ chafer on sU^ time, ye 

^lieve,' will prove fo t|i|e adyocatee ^ a chfin^ <^ the Oonsti' 
tiitiqn,'^t aU sudk e^rta are woi«e than oselees. . , , 

ICbe late Bef. J. V.' WAjspir, editor of (lie ,M W- O, Advor 
eiOef tixi^ k long time ctnng to the fond liope of dtianging the 
Bnli^ 1&nt at 'Sbj^ abain^ned it altogether ; as the following 
letter; actdk^^ined. to Kev. "Wu. ISosicsb, will show : 

. . ' 1 **CRiaAW>,J(lnB 90,1855. 

: JjBr. HQ«if9B^->ryoiir..pvw of late . has beoom« of vtrj Ugh |itaotied 
ntfuiy tb iM. It w*8 alw^rs a faTorite with a ' bnt.* t oan now dispenoe 
«m tiia Bofflx. Peftoft me, dtttf lMroth«r, t6 romrnd yoti oooa asaln, of 
th» V817 mat dwiiwUanaia ef 7011 and I Bteodiog'tog^el', vpoi^vcie sdh- 
^ of cBrooi k^slatioQ, If we dp npt have tlie.aatisfiiclaoa oi standing 
blither, we eeftaiury shall have the mortifioatlon ot failing toge|feher. 
«> T^%iU penMHv tbat I have MtaKlMa the * head of iby o^nmn^ right 

Jte jkU' I am pn^and fiur viotory w-for death. a|K« tite sabjeot M 
^ ^tMj^ of the d^ter. J am Dot proi]^red to ^p\tt Plit n^re * horse in 
tw'ttflriirgtltneiitfc 16 hribg abont in eBdwhiob mast require >Vom tixtem 
»mmtf^^an to a«oitti^iri>. In vtew of the alternite wiMng Hp of th<» 
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<>r twa «diitQrft ttt-oitir QhaKob, wlio ara slul ^4oliBg ont^' tti^ff 
'^lior^e in tke jgciUl'' ftrgnmeiitte for tho^chatage of tlie Chniftl^ 
tiou t M^ite be(»usd they h<^ it ivtoy be at»(»mp]i^ed, afid 
othe^ beeatwe ^tbey Z»um0 it neT«r cmu > . < m m T 

We 43tated> <»} page that avien the late Bn^T^^^ 
adokftted that tl^ Gen^nU Goniemsm had a ptt>feet light to 
l^fiiOate ^yeiy oat the Hethodist iBpisec^ Obarohf.by a 
eimple minority vote. We will here |^ve tha 
yj^ the Ohniia^ Advocate on^Vbt^^rM^ ffMr. July 5^ 1855; ha 
. ha9 an «xticle ei^tled, " FroBpeo^ ^uUm qf the GmsrA 
Ckn^erenoe" in which, he b&jb: 

**It II, we sQppoae, settled that the n«ft, (?raeml (3<Aference o«inot; alter 
the General Btuo 6a &e rabjeot of 8laTehoIdin|, 'by members of the Uet)^ 
Ciiist EpiMoiMd Ohturefat as i^o proposed amendment of the Bnle htts Vecieived 
the Tote of a constitutional m^onty of the Annoal Gonfereuoes to adt^r- 
iM aetioB on the part of til^ General OoN^fereliice. a» the O^n^ral 
Co^«r9M6 «i eomoep9>U to pan a timplc BuU qf D^owUne, iehieh wiU ffi- 
Hkd& ail i^at(Aomm) yMn the OHwrth^ wttibttS i^MPeA to t^idraeiitr of lHr> 
etttiMtmeM, ^e next seMdon of that body will be looked to with' fiaoreor 
less apprehendon th^ s<»n<» Bole, wil} be ^juuted, whieh w!Q be qtterlyim* 
praotioable in the Oon&rences having 8lavenoI4ing territo^ within th^ 
ttoandAiieS, ilttd^N^ic^/fhrni iis vei'yTntrodtie^oii into the l^idpUne, mi^ 
produce another dirisioB of the Ohoroh." < r 

By 1^8 it appeioa that the Old War Horse," as JTohn ^ 
Colliiis was proiid to call him, liad never thpQght of a oertaKH 
constitubVnai^ argument that was pi*e8ented to tilifj General 
Conference by a Korthcm t^logi^t for slavery ; nor o^ the " 
pogt/at^^* ideas of a few of onr Korttjiern preachere* Muck Ml 
hd heeded defences for slavery, ke loid never thonght pf theeia* 
We have placed the important passage of the extract in italics, 
that it may be noticed and pondered. For more s>f jtihe, same 
diaracter, as tonching the qnestion of conatitatbnal slav^liold- 
ing, see his " Eooiwmy <f MdHcdiwi^ page 2d4. 

In our (pinion, the best conrse to h% td^n in tbe IS^orthem 
Conferences, wheh the different propoutionfi'f(a7.chan|^&g;^a 
General Bule are presented by the biahopB, will W U>Je^ ih^ 
whole wiijSct vpm the table. This we have a f&ioiSi lti^ to 
do ; and however otiiierb may think or M about i% sadi^ ]% 
we believe, omr safest aad best policy; To vote fo^ tmj onto 



. SoiwIi^doetinM and to jeopard Uie Book Room and every 
^^bssni^mti^fumm^r fafe^NM^ ^ eaad^he Bdnle^ aeeede 
iM»A%ii«iJDKl^^tt>pcM;^ jbid, beeiies^ U^wM hii q/^ %o ooml 
wfeaMf^/^^^S&oeM itt On 
9m <if^^}ia^ ie^ change Hie 

Bide, ia to j^ve the eneoiida of extiipa^on. a prete^ tot mis- 
liq^foraltiiigpblm'aetioii^ a»d^^^^ For these 

m^^fit9tmm wekvfi hff> all elioS propoeitioni on the table. 
« i^M^^^^^'^ail^iorpfe^^ called (now the 

fkyorite pbiioy iii^ the West), we ehaU rote for it, if it ooniee 
MM^at ^Mifemnflej 1lho«^, as already said, we don^t like 
lfe^>«B4>faiMre l^tle^^ eot^denofr in it The sheetranohor ^ our 

lt(^ is DISBOT LXOISLATIOSr. . 

rV. ffMmd^ ^ fed the {mU-slam^ (k^«rmo^ mMM^ 

' %1iiwe memonals i^onld be nniform, if poei^ble ; should 
P^jr.l^li 0^ Coi^'^i^iiyf^ adopt effectual measures for 
- iiie exiaipation of slttvieiy firom the Ohurch, and she il l be 
w^^M\sy the meiftti^^n of «ach Ooiiferene^indiVidually. 'Ter^ 
t^% ^jai<d ^T^^^l^i^ would reflose to 

sign such a petition; and such memorials would be Tastiy 
x^ore influential with the €^eral Conference tiian mere rm- 
fttti6iis AnnM OdiifercinceB. A s^tabl^ fp^ <^ a meihor 
^Qi^ld bi^ ]^i^|iare^ b^ neit Msobn: of '^lielBatt^: 
more Ooiiferbnce, and measures taken to have a (K>py j^rdsented 
"to the few antinslavery members of that body ; another to those 
ih th^^hilad^plik ObnjTeren^^ so on through the East, 
Northj and "W^st Forty duch memorials, signed by four 
flVe thousand Mediodist preadhei^ {nd^v«{^<^^ would have 
an overwhelming influence upon the next General Ooidfefence. 
And t&fey mig&t bfe obtained, and ought to be. 

Y » Meatm^ nkoM he takm, m of iht imli-dwrny 
Ooi^irmoMi (d their fuai mMt9^ far: f ha ^Miual mnmasmg 
^ev€r!f>ehmr^iVnihm4t& howid^foi^Mffntt^ut^ iofetilMm^' 
) PeSiiiBM m^ the great lever Uiat moved the !&itah Bav- 
liameiit to emsncipato her 800,000 slaves in i8M;! and^jM^ 
4t0ii^inll do more than any o^r ; «&||^ei oin8tniim»nta}i% tin 
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em. : Whev« the praoobw is opposed to^ tiie tiioYendMNi^ 
t^y moh oaAwbe^ibufid, some otto:effieient^«g^ii03l^a^e«^ 
be eiiq>loy^f ^Elhe Kgtring «bduld be coiifiiMd to «|tr':9iem^ 
benliip, ^^a»^ the ^petitlom e^t m te ibe ^te^te»!i# iik^l 

ibK the ^ecipdinftry excMoii of e^ the H^dnodteft 

£pi8C<^ttl Obiuidi' by t^di mexti'Oenerfd^ OoalSBmieei^^ AimI^ 
ivis bii^ foF'snbeees^ we m«gt eesc^ itt petitioti» tiiont^ 

poiotmeat ' Bliiuild be o«nviuaeedi,> if nRtoHABo ' WA«eoir edbM 
leotiiQw m Snjgli^ ^litibnkm, ilwM piftee^io pke^f^iBdictfti 
eolat^ petitlsbs, «^ in) bave>!flho#ii ■m'^j^^ttf'Vihek lihes^ 
wai not^ ia fill ptobsbility^fi^ 8li^^older»^>ti&^'xiii'raH tfa^ 
Wesleyaa sooietiee, ^faatj Dngbt We to do t P ^VUcfBUyaittii 
pvesetited 1958 peticicwer to Pitirliaibeiil^ iHtib 29d,4S0 
atitBc&ed;^1j08a petld^ imd 106^448 > tiore; itaDiet tHan werei 
pfenedted ^ In' aUi = the other tyf^htjf^-om ' ^dSaaentki^ veliglotis 
booties la SoiliHtjd-H-what ^tig^> We to 4o, witli the' ii^yeh6ld<t 
ii^-w«^nk>K<1ui^efiiiithe Oh|u%H, a2id> tviUi >»br^^/^ mem^ 

ti(»t^ pi^lsbtiM to^tik ! ahd loteaBiy^ boglht tb1)e ta&seti' 
ev^ei^y an^ai^i^ Ck»B^iK»,:M theli* ale^xt seiadofa, tb 6mmia 
49€tt^ >fobd df 8ijU^&v«p^ M^distu lionh of th«l 

Bmtfi&atf j iiiid^ 'betw^n MiiflBa^rirasettt Bay iivi^ ^eaS^ ttmi 
KftneaBin'tbeirest."'^ ■■■] .-i''.--^ ' ■ v; , 'V'1 

i^i^ !jnieni(kei0^€etki4^ to oofty &wb the j^imedimg titea^u^, 
«md f4f j»M^p(>668^ there should he wgcmiaedi loifhwn "the 
houii^ tif e&dh Ahriml €mfefeno^^ a Metsoimst Ajm-SLAWBT 

l^is is neo^sSiiry, in ; order tb toosolidste the autt^elavQi^ 
Strength of tihie Church; to produce agreement, in sentiment 
M'ifStiliOny in totiOii ; c^ttd id snstam amd in^naiff the and- 
iiIaV0f^' setit$«ii^nt atnong ns^ as Well as -to arrange for and 
c«ftyon<' th«>^lari of petitioBing; We ncied: soin«thing of this 
Mnd raoi^efilUy io enlist oar hrdhmir ^h&^eeA asintense* 
ly Wwe mttiid^ers iSo ^pon ^e subject; and io^ye lliesi ii 
^hiKbbe 'te^ bhare in - the responsibiUty , ^nd Iftbor, and < ^arfi of 
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«y»4aH»ii Mi de&^y ^ jftxpemea of eirciikting 4oct|tteiits ; 
^/tev^Bg eiqteasee «f iho6« whoai it sia/ b« "frell to have 
M^vistiMT JPo&furesis^ Hi^rto one grest ob&tade to 
^$^f»i«gpeeaa a]»i . ;«aece6d of the anti-^bYeify cMse \in oar 
^aiN^ h9j >eeB^ tliat H m)t only bad to be Oftmed on by ft 
inr' |3tM»di^ iti^der yie firowB, if iQotM of those in 

tftt&oHlf) but wbdily <<< ihd expend^ qf a f&w AniMduaUi, 
9biiM have tftenfiioied their eftrthfy all upon t^holy altars and 
bav«; podTi OtheiB have given hondreda of doliate, in 
v<yri<lii* wa7i»tod toiMo&» amid proBcripti<m/and obloqnyy 
tiSd fefi!oael^ tiQ tihey1>ecam6 discoiau'aged, and have given 
i^uldespslifi' WeJknoV'i^ one, at lisast, who has, in varioixs 
^i^oted more tbm $800 daring the last thzee ye^ to 
ihif great.re&urm, and will not cease to give eo long as he baa 
any tiling -to employ a pnxpose ; bat it is not right 
tSuift the btttrdeti iho^d all rest upon a few ministers. ; All breth- 
m\ iTL the ministry who sympathize with t^e effort shonld 
nobly : fehare its sac^ces, ae they are, no donbt, willing to do ; 
aiid die hii^, especially, s^ionld help to anpply " tilie sinews of 
war/'i One iAmdred thonsand copies (^ pamphlets , like Ho- 
diusDBi's, and l«A)iB's,,and.D£Txkj{BV^c;) shonld be circn- 
Uted among oar . j>eople between this and Jannasy 1, 1860. 
Tlionaaiids ^ these should be s^nt ^roHitmuil/jf and post-paid^ 
tiimi^ the mails. Many of oar preachers^ even, have not in- 
terest enongh in the.snbjeot to bny any thing of the kind ; «nd 
T& ^ey wonM, we cannot see them. Qar only way, there^ 
fore, to get them into their hands, is to send them a copy 
gratuitously by mail. If thus sent, they would receive and 
tead them, and the right effect would be produced. Every 
travelling preacher, at least, in our Church, shonld have a 
copy of some one of &ese pamphlets, befoie the session of 
the Baltimore Conference in March next. The stereotype 
plates should be paid for, and the pamphlets tarnished, as they 
can be in any quantity, at the actual oott of mimufaxibwrin^ 
ihem. AntinJavery men everywhere, preadiers and private 
members, shonld cast in their offerings into this treasury of 
the Lord ; and help to sustain those who are en^iged in this 
holy warfare, and are perilling almost every thing in the great 
gtrog^e for the overthrow of slavery in the Methodist Epis* 
copal C8iarch„ And we know of no way in which this object 



tie >Q; €ffe(Stiy<ly iB^ 

in the <Merent ch^ii^ The iiojQ^i«p98|^^a^4ea9ti^ 
composed maUilj of layinea,; jhoi^d be :m aisHple 
in tbeir ofganusatiQn, sai4 confined e^olmv^^^to jaepd>eii,'4f 
;Our owa (£iu:ch» sjacb a Pnion. ha9 ^li^ad^ be«n >erg««iu$d 
vritiiin the bounds ;0t; the Bl»ek Biw Coiil'eieBiCM^ ^^k. lHV} 
entered upon its lab<^ under the jpf^^ fioeoiurfiging 
Wiltno* tiie reader, if ai* extiipatioiiiat, give thie luibieql^^l^ 
immediate attentiouvand see if he oannot lielp pf^Qiote^tbe 
good cau^ of pui-^ying and saving the: Church) by Qrg|M»il|uig 
•ttch a Z74!2.ipn, either in his Conference^ pr^ H jk layinum 
chai^ where he belongs.^ For a printed constilsatios^ ' 
pth^ necessary docoments, addresB) witik postage^famp^ B^- 
j, Cr Yandsbcook, a. H., Fulton, Y. , r 

VII. Oreat (me sImM he iaken hy the wni^Moery 'mM *^ 
ike CmfeT'enceSy io send the right Utik of delegates to <t«^ 
GenisrM Cmference. 

yie are awaife that tiiis is one of the " delicate g^uestiohg 
and that whoerier shali venture to make the most |etieral sii^ 
gestion, will be accusied of ** electioneeringi** and omiW 
offences. !N'ev6rth^lete/we shall ^Ve our opinion^^^^^^ ' 

If any thing is done for the extirpation of tie great ev^ l65f 
slavery from the Church, in 1860, we must haVe delegiites who 
are hot only ri^ii^f m jpmi^^ but who have the *n%^^ 
attd courdge^ and toiUy md^raevemnce to earr^ oi«f their priti- 
ciples. Men who can be bbught^ or flattered out of tjimr iseat^ 
or intimidated by a frown, or a threat (if seciession from ttie 
Border delegates, are not the men for such a crisis and sr!ch a 
work. It will require mkn. It will require wisdom and grace, 
we grant ; but there is another quality quite as essential, and 
perhaps even less common, and that is stamina; or what some 
call " hachione.^^ There are many good, prudent, clever men, 
who have done good service, and acquired a large influence in 
their respective Conferences, who, nevertheless, lack this all- 
important quality. They cower before opposition, and are 
thrown hoi's du combat by an opinion from a bishop, or a 
threat of another disruption. They are molluscous in their 



• Of ooarao this will not be nocessary when efficient CohferenocH or local Metlio* 
dint aoti-slavery soeietiet exist, and will do the work oontetnpUted by the Union. 



- " ^^i.il/' mI^^d:^td^^ii^v&f}C ' -Siicii ' -ware vfclie' mm^. vfko 

r%?erG-cs*it;=;rj^sHag'-t>y''t^^^ atldre'^.afe' tlie- last G'^n^rjll 

^Ot;iS&ri;iiei6, ".3i<^5li tTex£>-iiho' timid .soulB';(a fGt7 OTitf) \7libj--at 
, 2iiflii2Sappl!By <leclitied to Biga dm* -protest agi\mst.'ii.l3el Stateijif' 
•dociiitmy'tvoa tli'oiigli- tba-iiames; of • mph 'Mm-fsi- 'H&K^j' and 

, iuozaotit"- '€f rOieerc ' conld-Bgiji-si-: as :t]ie--tlirea\ msmv.reqTiisites . 
, of g^c'd'-oiatoiyi, aetioii !■ •■<2C^2d?s/'^^AioEOH;l'^ lasj wo' nolV witli 
eye%g|festQr^:pr6i)iiety^ -Bam 

,>M''&4efegate)for 1860^^!", staimnal ■ statidnM ■ STA^iisrA,!"- ■ : , ' 
".;: --"^i£i£f€ :V0;^i^ij&t iiot^b'e'-sjiioi^^d. Ijy ^'profcsmoijs-.mado'-m ISS^. 
' ^r:liiH)&^'otit-'-ibr- SQ^d^a -conver^ioK^.-f lli«;-Maliko:^'of slaTery' 

-mil b'g a-woH^^sfsl ssre^^mg'sip? of ;,;^onr&ge, md^ s.'siiperab'mr* 
^aDca ;of anli-slaTeiy slntimeiity^ in c^rtam quarter^ iii 185^. 
Me^^wiil be ; as miieh opposed to slavery; .as anybodyj" will 
.^'^:ffieaa«re; armsv^ .th'^t, subjeotj'' -wilb;,:b)B/** mt 

tsM otit d.iiti-sla'v'eiyv' aM^^if tb^y can get \ipon . a ^col3lmitte'e 
on slayexy^ WiR w^^^ and rea^ a magmlieeiit repb^^ 

■ s^speetiTe' 0onifer5n<ses;i.; ; "We imy.^-^^^^^^ gdme/played- over 
■^imd.oyer-i^^^ sb'snccessM with^ 

^dnilgm* ineWse^ of J t^^^ ^pnferene^s, asV pl^eyent tbe: eiec- 
'tioi^- of iom^:6f -tlje ye^ ■ : ■ . ' v- ■ ' ■ ' 
'-■^\;-vBa£nniH^ hif ■snnsenm in.lSrewXor^^ . Its 
■si^es-;^o'6f'-gisss^^ tpiat .^heii'.-a^iSBli^ saB8--itp 

tj^^ai'ds tbig top?pf the bekoMei^ md 

■ £■ strong': ligbi.. / • '^C)"nder tliesa /pircumstanees,- itbe '0§h. ' of :;tii8 
' mh% body being semvt^anspareii^tj hi^^ spine, or back-bon^, .can 
be distinctly traoed one end to me otber, indeed,, iie 
looks more lii:e a skeletoii fisli tbats. a living ^iss.... jSfo^ we 
have a few candidates for bonprsj in all tJie pbnfe^ 

kebp down at the bottom of thb <ecclesiastibal, aqnarinm for 
three sessions ottt of fonsf, swimining arpnnd among the sea- 
weeid and sedinient; of; "pradence," and moderation," and 
" loyalty," and tlie " mere qnestaon of 5neans,"^^c., .bat once 
in fonr years they s^l up most gracefuliy intp tibe Kgcjt, an^^ 
esiiibit their spinal column. *VJns^ 
got i 3>oh*t yon see it in my 

^mh f Don't yon see hoW I ^-ote on all tlie anti-sla-Yeiy ireso- 
latibtiB i" And the moment the election is ovei^, down they 



dnTery":.-^!ewo.ibr';tlic sesL&^mir y^ii^ia, \-. ^ •, 

1:116 ■ MetliGdist -Ipscoiial; OHiaroh'^ia -?'..},.,.-/■ -^^ ■ 

■'ii-.;:^otheii stiggestioiGi-r •]f QiTma-B,; 'islioiiidvbe'^pit^seyilsst'fo?'^^ 
cjioef 01' relation to "tHe'-Gkmxhj'^as^ii&-i©dii'GTj-6r-'i^^^^^^ 
presiding, elder,, ._■ And j,etj,a3.th© es^^ 

■ Ohnrcliis clearlj. op^osi^cl'to ;sucl^ legislation,, jt^^is, qpi^^; i^0mvv$. 
■ ^a^^p}Xi^e}oB.6is^ appointees ;of,tJ^^ gOYei'nmeat slipiiM^i^ 

-■ M:agt-ve!ry:'coBseryaf^^^^ 
of -otiTs* f residing,^ e^^ 

■ ^tilljit-i^'a^inelaticliol^ji^^ <mi^fi!i|^ij 

gat«^ in thft last d^^eneral don^^ were presidiag eMei^, 

eveiy measure of reform.. Uisless, iiiei^er©^^^ M 
inowii- ito :• inaintain-.a-^gliiod r^rof e^ioxi^ despite -ithss ietideiiey : of 
^Keir,- o^cei te-' tone dQim-. ^theis - anti-siaTery^'ihe^ ^iidt-^th|) 
3ighfc:Miid of ;men::tos: ^eB^td Bu^o^^^iLSiid'St^resi^ 
€rsj!:t0 lM.r8gldalvp^eacliei*^(mm■t^a^'a^sco^^ . 
Agents, editors, i&e,), is tod large ai prcpbrtlori'ifrom^ o^ eksl 
, "m ■) the.} tidMstiyi ,=Qn<5! fmm reads "^oiifereiice, -.'i&ldag-' ;al)S% 
rt^enty^Ste : |)ej^- eeiit.i of -^^^ 

; ii|ir?ibeR .of ipresidings :elders; -/AjdM let Stliei^ l3&iS&-^^ii«Ftried 
■;meE^-oi;vsI)se';4op'!t^ Abov^ aH,Hve-isli6iiid t)eJ^a3^ 

fialf^aad -.lipfc; send, m&ii •who,' lm,!=iiie-^ 'test n.of » ■^attl^^-'.'wiil-.' Id^a 
sight df:-:tliereaei2ijj oadtfiin 

. . G^. pom-ibh^ agreed I'U/^an lyy the ^^iSid^M- unti'-slavesyp wt0ih. • 

^ ; Ti^e,^^^;Of, diyeotlegislajdon, sad, if possiblej k draft of 
i^fW, embodying tl^e in?i7:a principfe^ of -proMbitiofi sad estii-pa- 
tiony should be made rth^ test of iegislatiYe, ortKbdoSy in 1^5^^ 
^e waiit. some oliae tdi work toi ; If aE isjleft : unsettled, tMe 
deleg^ies.mil Be in €0n|i3sioiir'??li6a tlaey >eaeli B^alo^ fei^ma 
^itb,;.tbl3,aeliei?ie. aiid^Bpme-rmtli tliat^^,aiid,--2a-iB'3.85^,inothiBg 
wUl be done. The getting up of this prelimauasy outliue ofia 



- - ^ • . . . 

- ■ , oyr.^/r- r:o-i:A::., r::rys; 
Galjiocte to ':M(ik thQ.x£P^M}m -emmsMQ^^ 

■0f. delegates,: ,!Sie;pack ■^iySi'f;€cmmit;tee iiirc ■r3adj^:afe:dl 

■siiatiag'.spd^''oii-sit£^ -■; , ,-\y 

^^;;ill.;fiie-4slsg4t^^ elected, 'it mi^lit Be" well to 

^&^fe'4''(m^ip&}iMm qUiMse^ iny^a,v<rf'' ' of. direct ewiirpatoi^ 
t^g&^iiUif^io^&i^ Mme-m-|fee'i|^%i' wiBter of 'io59~€a 
Bi%''if -tiiia'were ^diiglii; tbo'-'e3^eDiite,'a^ cine rnan 

*'*om"e^<5E'^'dele^^ the BSme:|>m'poss; '^'M 'tbi^ 

• -ma&Q W.^^^hgdimtAofQ^tj %rid -secure' success;'' ' ' '>'."" '"' ' '' ' ' '^ ' 

•r; •Sfe^ei.^;liss,,j|lw;aj:s esertsd great. iMix€;|(ic& overihs ..General 
:€oiifereiic5e hj; -h0..- lobby. : ,Sis¥eholderEi visited IndiaDa|H;>iis 
l23^|rt>pps, 1856.^^ did fall they coiild to get -tlie 

^?re^To| lipldiag the ; GeneiM' [©olaierbnce that it. 

M^(^iildp.ofc;C<?i?i0;oi^^^t^^^ the ^presidential eleetiojQ ; aad 

|;heli^1^:gei:_1^^ session ' fiied for Ealtitnoi-e^ 

Siiellx)f skf^y^>?:Qar border wiH:be/mj €S5n.<^j instead of 
sIsyebreedi^ TirgiiBa dp Oardlinav ; Let the stisrdy leym^ 
OTO-j^ortherit Gpi^ for; the necessary labor 

on the farms, and come np to Buffalo by hundreds. Every 
public honse M &e:pity ^6nght to be , Med with theisi,^ The 
great quesSion of their admission to the Atintial and General 
€oni^rences is to be debated aiid settled there ; and the still 
greater question, of slavery or np slavery in the Methodist 
Episcopal Chtireh. ; I^t^ the laityj ihen, form a solid rami)ai'tj 
a !H"ationai Gaard, 'behind the ministry, in this last, 'and des- 
persiey' and yet vietoiiouB.xsfriiggle against the? abomination 
that m^eth desolate. ; It: is the last time^ we hope, that the 
laity of .onr Ohnrch will ever attend either an ^Ainnnal or b 
General /Conference^ mthoiit a /disciplinary rspresenfeitioB in 



VVi'lfo s.^/ Wii' . C. ^^f.W.v^'c.' . y ''•'1^ l^f v.-v-..' iAi^i-i £'|^?, J -^yilfj toi-vj fcviwii/ ■ » . ., t.-' 

•\;r "W;® lisve.il® dispositioa io 'So;ao\i?Q dny^^lio !iad-t0'do;T?itIi 
&esa iiiat-tars at- the. las,!;. .(n■^ilQ^iJi^Ooiifereaco5 ;imd y«t i-.-si'l-aixi 
things ^traBspiredptliei'Oj'iii^ rsgai*^ to 'Tepoi-tm^. dni-'griaUiag, 
■'diiii/oi2g!it;iiot'to ^oeciir 'agGin..- '"--For instaiiOBj-on tlia^SScl .dcy 
of May, 1850, cvn motioii."'of tiie -writer,' the;.^?feneral O^Bfei'eses 
ordered - 6000' copies ^of the --majority;. El^d.■miuon^y^ reports c^^ 
dlavery's'to^ba'piifelislieC iii pamphl6tv'ipm,^.for tli© nso of ..tl?at; 
fe^dy,- til© deMgE "bQing, 'as" stated ■at- .thti'^tinie,'' toVsead ' ,tl?,£-m",;to 
oiJr''cdiistittteij4^s -ia the 6evQral\C6nfei*eiiccs.; :/Butiiist€|iS''i>f 
?)ljey^n^ this brd^s* df llie General ;Gonferenae, tho j^gents (iifir'* 
4er'"i^lo3e adyipe -iwe. will-' not --say) tocK ' tlie-: respoBsibititj c.oi ' 
negleoting-'-to' ^piin't.-'the; -ssspbtts \ .-aii'd: to: ;;tM8;.day-Ji%;.^a^ 
sjever seeia <ii^ylight, eseej^t in iii^ colniniis of that ^ephemeral 

#ven piiblisHed in the printed jouraaL; Jdif we have on record 
cdiice^bingf'the -' clijiraetei*- 6i '/Lh^£5S"-''%o'-:^inipoJtant;^y^^^ :is 
cbntsia'ed-';in-'^the3©-"fQ^ M-r. ;Bajrmondj' chairiofiEii' jof 

tliB -, -Opiiimittea -oii\-'Siiave^,-''' presented- -'W'.irepo^,' .ptopo'sing 
change in -the- BiscipiKaei 'dn it^^ 

over nnder the rale/ and on mption waa ordered to he printedi- 
-Kow- w^y-'.diii nW-'t^^ ajp|>eMV'ia^":;<j^irderedf'-and'w^ 
stipprelsejd'tiieni -MsA , ^o' of-fB^o^er ^ID^kis's":^^^ m. - th^ 
dsabtioii :6f ;'Ciie\edi^ ^e-i^^-;^^ M(^<feife:- "Ifliy^wa^ timb 
snppr<&saed 9 J&^nd if We should have reporters aaid| pnbIi&erB 
in 1860j who take th4 HbeHy to sssott M dnt :niatt^^td 
SiiiC iS^^ iidtions of propiiety^^ fair play wiH ^er^ 

he for the anti-slaveiy cause § 1A.nd what will the pnhlie Isaow 
hierealter of ^e actual proceedings I ^ A cris^ iipoa the 
Ghurch. i860 will be an epoch in her histbry:^ and fee doin|^ 
of that General Conference shbnld bei^faithfully iahd fairly re- 
ported, arid ftiliy and honestly printed; It is duid WMethbdisin 
and to impartial history. ' Aiid if ^ the anti slatery^ joaeii 4)f 
tiie body wish justice "done to theia b#orb ilie jpublib, and by. 
the future historian^ they should eeb to in tiine^' thatvf^^ 
system of garbling and felanketingy so suce^ssfaHy practised at 
Indianapolis in 1856, should nbt be^f sway again ha BaSalo 
in I860."' t'-.---^ ^Hl?- ''■ ■^^r'^- 



m asB» wcmai xaum. 



Britkh W^dafm and the Canada 6b9^<)f»n<M8^ iA;9^^i4^ 
seseionSf informing them of the true state of thing* in the Melh 
i^Siit ^p/iioopd^ in regard to »lemenf, and entreating 

for ike iom €f €hri^ to renew their farmer nobU teetir 
tmiig e^ind it, in 

V F<Hnnerly tlie ddi^tes firom tbo British Conference espe* 
idi^;^ bore testimdny, either in the addressee they brought, cht 
in their oral commamcations to the General Oonferenoe, 
agttin^ the siii of slaTeholding. The last of these t^timonie^ 
we believe, was their addre^ to the General Conference of 
1844. Prerionsly to that, they had been ev^ more earnest 
fmd ezplifllt la 1848, Br. Dixosr bore a brief letter of Intro- 
daetitio^ in which nothing was said abont slavety ; and he said 
fiothii^ against its morality, or its continnanoe) in his oral ad* 
dresses, in 1852 no del^atic was sent to ns^ lE^nd- the address, 
Sttit by mail,: failed to reach the General Conference. What 
it C(mtained is not therefore known. In 1856 Dr. ^A2jrKAH 
broti^ht a brief address, fiilent apon the subject of slavery, and 
bothhe'Uid Mr« Jobsok maintained the most stndied silence 
upon the subject in all their public address^. The same, we 
believe, has beian true of the deputations from Canada, for sevr 
eral sessions past. 

Now we, should entreat our elder brethren, both in ]E^gland 
and in Oanad% not to leav^e us thus involved in slavery, with; 
out Iheir continued and fraternal admoniti(ms, liiie upon line, 
precept upon precept Shall the Protectant Churches of 
France plead with the American Churches to free themselves 
from slavery, and the British Wesley an Conference cease to 
entreat her childnm in this New "World, who are now more 
deeply involved in slavery, in aU probability, than any other 
Church in the land I 

Our brethren in England do not know the truth in regard 
to our. connection with slavery, or they would certainly renew 
their former testimony against it, if they did not actually 
decline all fraternal relation with us; and we should take 
measures to put them in possession of the truth, and estreat 
tiiem to do their duty to the Ifethodist Episcopal Church iu 
America. And so of the Canada Conference. If both these 
were to urge their remonstrances upon the attention of the 
next General Conference, it would greatly encourage the one- 



lades of slaTexy, and promote llie great object we ardwtljr 
^pe to see aocQmplished. 

Xn. We ▼entnre another BU^eetioii. The usual eonree at 
General Conference has been to have a committee on slayerj) 
to whom all petitions and memorialB were referred. For this 
purpose, such a committee may be well enough, but we have 
not the highest confidence in its utility, as a means of promo* 
ting extirpatory legislation. It is more likely to tone down 
and take the stamina out of some ten or twenty anti-slavei^ 
men, and to get them into a tissue of miserable compromises^ 
than to report any thing worthy of the antinalaTery struggle. 
In 1 852 they did not report at all. It was a great cistern in 
which to strangle anti-slaTery petitions and resoluticmsy and to 
drown earnest anti-slavery men. la 1866 it served to stave off 
all action for weeks, and when at last the report came in, the 
very concessions and compromises agreed to by the anti-slar 
very portion o( the committee, in hope that the Border would 
then go with them, were seized upon and ridiculed, by tibie 
Border delegates, as gross inconsistencies. So that, as a wholO) 
the committee on slavery in the General Conference have not 
greatly served the cause of anti-slavery for several sessions 
past. And we have but little to hope from them In future* 
Still, one will no doubt be ordered, and it will hai^ from week 
to week, as usual, without reporting. The pro-slavery men^-; 
bers of it can always stave ofp action in committee for sonie 
time, and afterwards in the Conference, till towards the close 
of the session ; and then appropriate discussion and action will 
be next to impossible. 

Our plan would be, therefore, to have a chapter prepared^ 
as suggested on a previous page, and presented to the General 
Conference early m the eeasion; and then, if the committee ^ 
did not report a suitable bill during the wcond week qfthe sea- 
eiorif to take np the chapter, and press it to a vote ; voting 
down all postponements, amendment^ divisions^ riders, . and 
extinguishers whatsoever. We see no other way that any; 
thing can ever be accomplished. K this great question is al- 
lowed to lie over till the third week of the session, either, 
wait for the comnuttee to report, or from any other considera* 
tions, we are again defeated f Oth^ matters will first be 
pressed with unyielding ten^fiity for throe or four days; then 



a sBotioiA will 1)0 isiado and craiied, tbat, " 23 iivdi'Q ia go miacli 
impoytaiit lousiness to be doncj the liisliopa solect and bring 
forward such, business as tlio^ tliiak most important" (and they . 
u'ill never eall up the ciibjeci of slavery), and tlinstho whole 
tMog. will be again stimgled. 

Our only hops of appropriate action at all, So far as past ex- 
perience may be our guide, is in eaiiy action; and the only 
certain way to secure early action, is to be prepared to bring 
np the subject in due time and form (if the committee do not 
report in season, or if they report another compromise bill), 
and press it to a vote. JThe policy of the slave interest always 
has been, and still will be, to stave off actimi^ to allow them 
time io concert measures to distract and divide us, and to in- 
timidate, and buy, and flatter such as can be thus influenced, 
into their " peace and quiet" measures. 

Xin. MnaUy, we must riot fail to hmi u^pon God, for vm- 
dovfh and strength in this great struggle. ' 

It was only when Moses' hands were raised in prayer that 
Israel prevailed. We shall have much to try our courage, and 
fortitude, and patience, and charity. The battle with slavery, 
even in the Church, is not to be fought without wounds, and 
blood, and scars. But let us be patient, though deliberate and 
determined. The weapons of- our warfare are not carnal, but 
spiritual. While we never mufiie the edge of the sword, nor 
swathe it in the silken folds of , a temporizing expedience^ let 
us so live as at all times to be able to cry, "the sword of the 
LbBD and of Gideon." Let us hold on to God. We have none 
of lis any thing to gain, but as we gain it through a purified 
Church and holier life — ^greater usefulness and success in the 
Ohurcli on earth, and brighter glory in heaven. 

The Ghuech ! Mark ye well her bulwarks ! Consider her 
palaces ! And who will not say, " If I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem, let my right hand forget her cunning! Let my tongue 
deave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusalem above 
my chief joy P It is hecamevre iove the Church, and miean 
to live, and labor, and die in her, that we are impelled to toil, 
aad saciifiee, and sufler, if need be, for her honor, and pxaity, 

aad peace. ' - " " ' ' - ' 

"For hsr onr tears sbdl fall'; ■ 
For Ber oar prayers asceni^ ; 
To her oar cares and toils ba given, 
',: Till toils and ewes shall end." 
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• •. And if any of no, in our ©iSbrio'to. delivo? oar boloYCfl Sios 
from tho' withering, scoiii'ge of slavQiy, slionld dv^geijsrats > iii 
pei^onal piety,- and loss in any meaauro tiie^Gpirit of . Olmsij 
it would 1)0 to 118 a' costly wsifar©. May the Iiord- breatlio 
upon US the Holy Ghost, that if reviled wo may suffer it, and 
still Icve and pray for those who persecute or despitefnliy 
use 118. 

l^ut still, wemmt not cease to agitate^ ixnA musi not withhoJd 
the imth from the people, let it cut where it m?iy. A want of 
knowledge as to the connection of our Church with slayf-^y, 
has heen one of the chief causes of our present deep cprrap- 
tion; and a knowledge of the truth among the people gener- 
ally, ig now essential to appropiiate interest and action, and 
our purification and recovery. 



Oui' task is now done. "We have sketched our history, 
from a pure anti-slavery Church, to a deeply corrupted and 
.practically pro-slavery one—have shown our present- de- 
plorable condition, and its remedy — ^hare shown lohy . that 
reinedy should be applied, and 7m>io the desired purification, 
maybe realized. We shall endeavor, God may grant us 
life, and health, and wisdom, , and grace, and means, to carry 
out the measures, we^have indicated. It remains ifor the reader 
to determine, whether or not will also do his. part, ".Wq, 
write and stereotype these pages at our own cost, to the amount 
of over a hundred dollars before the first sheet can be printed, 
without ever expecting to realize one dollar out of five in re- 
turn. But we do it for God, and for our bleeding and dishon- 
ored Zion, appealing to the -Eteenal Judge for the purity of 
our motives, tiie sincerity of our sympathy with the oppressed, 
and. our final reward, • 

K the reader is a Methodist — so far at least as slavery is 
concerned, an "old-fashioned Methodist" — and really desires 
to see tliis great question settled, so fai* as the Methodist - 
Episcopal Church is concerned, at the nest General Confer- 
ence, give to this extirpation movement your hearty and un- 
wavering support. Sustain those periodicals that are doing 
most to promote this dbjeet. -Encourage your minister to agi- 
tate the subject in his charge; to" preach upon it; and to cir- 
culate petitions. Take hold of the matter yourself, and work 



m 



Ai%^ia1ihiB gi«a^ eaogenoj ; «nd^ -whm. the Chief Shi^pr 
l»rd liiaSl 4i|>piei»ry carown its with his faithful and rAtuaowedi 
lioii^ wi^^everiastii^ Iif& Amm. 



KoTB.-— OniB itiost excellent method of promotixig the anti- 
filarery cause in the Ghxirch, is by the circulation of pamphlets. 
IS'o one can tell how much good a single dollar, expended in 
^da way, will be likely to do. We have the exceU^ pam- 
phlets of Brothers MoOAinm and Lame, of the Philadelphia 
Oonference, and also our own; any or all of which we will 
send in bundles, by express, to any part of the country, at the 
ac^ntal cotAof mmwfcLdvflrvag ; that is, uoithoiU a/arthmg of 
jpro^. We want none. Our sole aim is to scatter truth, 
iOonld not the reader get up a Union, or a subscription, and 
eeiid OB ^homfive to ten doUars for a supply of these pam- 
phlets! One ahould be put into every Methodist fiEunily in 
the landk 

We state no price, but simply say, that for such distribution, 
or for. ftde again, we will supply pamphlet, or either of 
tite oth6s ikmied, at oc^^MsZ OM^. , 

Direct lettsen to the Author, care of Messrs. Mason Blethers, 
New York. 



